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Gingrich 
Cool on Bid 
To Cut Deal 
For Clinton 

Upcoming Election 
Has Become a Factor, \ 
Democrats Maintain 




hs 


By Brian Knowlton 

International Herald Tribune 


WASHINGTON — Representative 
Newt Gingrich, speaker of the House, 
on Wednesday dismissed growing pres- 
sure from the White House for a con- 
gressional agreement with President 
Bill Clinton that would avoid an im- 
peachment inquiry. 

To cut short the House investigation 
of the Monica Lewinsky matter, the 
Georgia Republican said, “puts the cart 
before the horse." 

*T don’t understand how people can 
'rush to a solution before they finish the 
investigation,” Mr. Gingrich said. 
“There’s an awful lot of evidence that 
hasn’t been gathered yet. People need to 
allow the process to go forward in an 
orderly manner and not assume that they 
know what the final outcome will be 
either way." 

But the White House, seemingly em- 
boldened by signs of continued public 
support for Mr. Clinton after the broad- 
cast of his taped grand jury testimony, 
squarely blamed Mr. Gingrich for pro- 
longing the congressional process. 

“The fact that this matter is now 
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Greenspan Hints 
At Lower Rates 

U.S. Is Sound but Hurt by Asia, 
He Says; Dow Posts Solid Gain 


By Mitchell Martin 

International Herald Tribune 
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Mr. Gephardt, left, Mr. Gingrich and Mr. Clinton applauding Nelson Mandela at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday. 




Gingrich, 
spokesman, Michael McCuriy. 

The president has deployed aides to 
Capitol Hill to encourage Democrats 
ana Republicans to coalesce around an 
agreement, and Mr. McCuny confirmed 
that Mr. Clinton had spoken to several 
members of Congress about a possible 
negotiated outcome to the eight-month- 
old crisis. 

Other Democratic figures, including 
a former White House chief of staff, 
Leon Panetta, were continuing to ex- 
plore and promote the idea of some sort 
of punishment for Mr. Clinton short of 
impeachment 

There are few deadlines dictating 
how the House proceeds in considering 
the allegations that Mr. Clinton com- 
mitted perjury, obstructed justice and 
abused power in connection with his 
relationship with Ms. Lewinsky. 

But one inescapable date looms on 
the calendar Nov. 3, when midterm 
1 4 legislative elections will be held across 
" the United Stales. That date appears to 
be infusing the rhetoric on both sides 
with new urgency and determination. 

The House Democratic leader. Rep- 
resentative Richard Gephardt of Mis- 
souri, suggested that electoral consid- 
erations were motivating some 

X ilicans to drag out the process. He 
on the House to act expeditiously 
and conclude its responsibilities in the 
matter in 30 to 60 days. 

“For the sake of the country and in 
the interests of limiting the exposure of 
our children to this kind of detail in an 
atmosphere of wall-to-wall media cov- 
erage, this needs to be dealt with with 
due process and justice but also de- 
liberate speed," Mr. Gephardt said. 


See CLINTON, Page 4 


‘Grand Coalition 9 for Germany? 

In a Tight Campaign, Even Kohl Appears to Accept Possibility 


By John Vinocnr 

International Herald Tribune 


HAMBURG — The German elec- 
tion on Sunday is now so close and its 
outcome so uncertain that both leading 
parties are acknowledging a variety of 
possible results — even a Grand Co- 
alition without Helmut Kohl or Ger- 
hard Schroeder as the new chancel- 
lor. 

All the country’s major polling or- 
ganizations point to the Social Drano- 
crats (SPD) and Mr. Schroeder as the 
leading vote-getters. But the progress 
of Mr. Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU) in narrowing the gap to a few 
points, an undecided pool of between 


20 to 30 percent of the electorate, and 
the uncertain performance of three 
smaller parties make the race one of 
the most wide-open in Germany's 
postwar history. 

The campaign has gone from a situ- 
ation in June where Mr. Schroeder 
held leads in the polls of more than 10 
points, and was regarded as a virtually 
certain winner, to one in which at least 
four different types of government 
could emerge: a re-elected rigbt-of- 
center coalition of Christian Demo- 
crats and Free Democrats led by Mr. 
Kohl, a left grouping of Social Demo- 
crats and Greens with Mr. Schroeder 
as chancellor.^ Grand Coalition of the 
two major parties led by Mr. 


Schroeder, or the same Grand Co- 
alition with Wolfgang Schaeuble, the 
Christian Democratic parliamentary 
leader and designated successor to Mr. 
Kohl, as the likely new chancellor. 

The Christian Democrats now con- 
tend they have succeeded in erasing 
tiie notion that voting for Mr. Kohl 
meant backing a loser, and that the 
momentum they have created in the 
last weeks makes the CDU the more 
likely choice of the undecided. One 
CDU candidate, who aafaed not be 
identified, said the party had indica- 
tions it would win at least 55 percent of 
the still undecided vote in what he 

See GERMANY, Page 7 


NEW YORK — The economic crises 
in enraging markets are starting to affect 
the United States, Alan Greenspan, the 
chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, 
told Congress on Wednesday, indicating 
that (he central bank was growing more 
amenable to a reduction in interest rates. 

His testimony to the Senate Budget 
Committee helped send the Dow Jones 
industrial average more than 250 points 
higher, as investors were heartened by 
the thought that a looser policy by the 
Fed would bolster corporate profits and 
diminish the appeal of fixed-income in- 
vestments. (Page 14) 

In widely anticipated testimony, Mr. 


mi tree that there was no doubt the cur- 
rency crisis that began 14 months ago in 
Thailand had entered anew “more vir- 
ulent phase" with the collapse last 
month of the Russian economy. 

“With few signs that the financial 
crisis that started in Asia last year has 
subsided, or is about to do so, policy- 
makers around the world have to be es- 
pecially sensitive to the deepening signs 
of global distress, which can impact their 
own economies." Mr. Greenspan said. 

He said tire financial crises in other 
countries had started to affect the United 
States, or at least its securities markets. 

Carol Stone, senior economist at 
Nomura Securities International, said 
tiie idea that the U.S. effects were likely 
to intensify was a sign that the central 
bank was moving toward a rate cut She 
added, however, that Mr. Greenspan’s 
comments did not seem to indicate the 
central bank would move quickly. The 
Federal Open Market Committee is 
scheduled to meet next week to decide 
interest-rate policy. 

Mr. Greenspan said that if the com- 
mittee did decide to cutrates, it would be 
because such a move was required for 
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Everything Is Over , 9 as Philippine Airlines Shuts Down 

Owner and Union Can’t Agree on Saving Carrier 


By Don Kirk 

International Herald Tribune 


Philippine Airlines, the oldest carrier 
in Asia, went out of business at midnight 
Wednesday after llth-bonr talks me- 
diated by the government failed to re- 
solve differences between the Philip- 
pines ' richest man and its toughest labor 
union. 

Still brandishing its slogan, “Asia’s 
sunniest airline," Philippine Airlines 
Inc. flew its final outbound flight into 
the sunset over Manila Bay in a farewell 
to a nation it had first served more titan 
a half-century ago, before the Japanese 
conquest of the Philippines at the outset 
of World WarIL 

As the midnight deadline in the ne- 
gotiations to save the airline ap- 
proached, the enormousness of the con- 
sequences of ending a service that 


seemed essential to binding the Phil- 
ippines’ 8,000 islands and scores of 
linguistic and cultural groupings began 
to grip the nation. Television networks 
broadcast live reports from Ninoy 
Aquino Airport, serving Manila, ana 
officials talked of “emergency” plans 
to hold the country together. 

The impression was that nothing 
could adequately replace tiie airline that 
flew, with tremendous financial losses, 
not merely to other major destinations 
but to dozens of provincial capitals that 
now would have to rely on slow-moving 
ferry boats as their only links to the rest 
of tne country. 

President Joseph Estrada admitted 
failure in bis efforts to bring Lutio Tan, 
the self-made billionaire who controlled 
the carrier, to trams with leaders of the 

See AIRLINE, Page 7 
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A janitor mopping up Wednesday as the flag carrier neared shutdown. 


the health of the American economy, not 
as a direct response to events overseas. 

“Even though we at the FOMC find 
the events in the rest of the world to be of 
crucial importance to us, it is because 
they are important to the U.S. economy 
that we are evaluating them at such level 
of detail," the central banker said. 

The Federal Reserve's monetary policy 
“will be related to what is going on in our 
economy in our country,” be added. 

Last summer, economies across Asia 
began to crumble as investors feared they 
had poured too much money into the econ- 
omies of Southeast Asia, which had been 
for most of the decide, 
len the flood of foreign capital 
dried np, owners of unprofitable proj- 
ects in the affected countries were un- 
able to pay their debts, setting off achain 
of bankruptcies that further reduced the 
availability of foreign investment 

“The most recent more virulent phase 
of the crisis has infected our markets as 
well,” Mr. Greenspan said Wednesday. 
“Concerns about business profits and a 
general pulling back from risk-taking in 
tiie midst of great uncertainty around die 
globe have driven down stock prices and 
poshed up rates on the bonds of lower- 
rated borrowers." 

But the central bank chairman, as he 
often does, qualified his statement, say- 
ing there was “little evidence to date” 
that “foreign problems or the tightening 
in financial conditions in domestic mar- 
kets have produced any significant un- 
derlying weakness in the American 
economy as a whole.” 

Still, he continued, “the restraining 
effects of recent developments on the 
U.S. economy are likely to intensify." 
Disappointing corporate profits in some 
industries, notably manufacturing, sug- 
gests “some stretching out of capital 
investment plans in tiie months ahead.” 

When companies slow their expan- 
sion plans, they reduce hiring and pur r 
chasing of new equipment, exerting 
downward pressure on economic 
growth. Mr. Greenspan noted that falling 
stock prices and rising financing costs for 
low-rated borrowers could depress 
spending by households and businesses. 

In July, Mr. Greenspan told the Senate 
Banking Committee that inflation was a 

See GREENSPAN, Page 7 


Lewinsky Case’s Low Point 

First Starr Confrontation 'Was Harsh, Critics Say 


By Michael Grunwald 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — The first time 
Monica Lewinsky met with Kenneth 
Starr’s team of investigators, on Jan. 1 6, 
she told them she would like some 
bottled water. 

They gave her some. 

She said she wanted them to turn on 
the air-conditioning. They did. 

She said she would like some aspmn. 
tain, no problem. 

She said she warned to go to the rest 
They lex her go, of course. 

She even said she wanted to go shop- 
ping while she was waiting for her 
mother to come from New York So 
Michael Emmick of the Starr team es- 
corted her around Pentagon City MaU. 
But there was something else that Ms. 
■winskv said she wanted. 


Tripp, her White House and Pentagon 
co-worker, and whisked her to the Rhz- 
Carlton Hotel to talk about cooperating 
in an investigation of President Bill 
Clinton. 

She said she wanted to call her law- 
yer, Francis Carter. On that request Mr. 
Starr's office was not so accommod- 

atl V?ith the release of Ms. Lewinsky’s 
emotional grand jury testimony as well 
as Mr. Starr’s records of the 12-honr 
meeting at die hotel, the independent 
counsel’s critics are pointing to the 
meeting as a stark example at least of 
overzealousness, if not actual miscon- 
duct. 

See STARR, Page 4 


AGENDA 


U.S. -Bound Hurricane Kills 10 in Haiti 


A hurricane killed at least 10 peo- 
ple Wednesday as it swept across 
Haiti on a northwestern course toward 
South Florida. 

South Florida was under a hurricane 
watch, with 100,000 people ordered to 
leave the Honda Keys, while warn- 
ings were declared in Cuba from Sanc- 
ti Spiritus Province eastward and in 
the central «nH southern Bahamas. 

The storm, designated George. 
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caught the capital of the Dominican 
Republic, Santo Domingo, on the 
south coast, almost entirely unpre- 
pared Tuesday. It caused the deaths of 
at least 12 people and set off looting 
and street violence. Page 2. 

Sosa Reaches No. 65 

Sammy Sosa hit home runs No. 64 
and No. 65 on Wednesday to tie Mark 
McGwire for the major-league base- 
ball record. 

The Chicago Cobs’ slugger 
snapped an O-for-21 slump with a 
bases-empty shot to right field with 
one out in the fifth against the Brew- 
ers in Milwaukee. Sosa had not gotten 
a hit and had struck out eight times 
since hitting No. 63, a grand slam, on 
Sept. 16 in San Diego. (Page 26) 


Malaysia Police Question 
Wife of Jailed Dissident 


By Thomas Fuller 

International Herald Tribune 


KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysian 
police Wednesday questioned the wife 
of the ousted deputy prime minister and 
tightened restrictions on the country’s 
month-old opposition movement, ban- 
ning further political rallies. 

Azizah Ismail, wife of Anwar 
Ibrahim, now under arrest, was asked 
about statements she made this week, 
including comments on a regional tele- 
vision network in which she raised the 
possibility that Mr. Anwar would be 
injected with the HIV virus. Police said 
the comment was seditious. 

Mss Azizah announced earlier in the 


SeSTSSSS In Siberia, Lebed Attempts to Make Inflation Illegal 
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By Michael R. Gordon 

New York Times Service 



KRASNOYARSK, Russia — With the stoicism 
that typifies the hardy inhabitants of this Siberian 
territory, Nina Popova thought she could nde out the 

economic storm. . . „ 

But last week, tax inspectors barged into her small 
food shop. After poring through her ledgers, they 
warned that she had, violated Governor Alexander 
Lebed’s new “anti-crisis!’ decree. 

“Thev said we can only charge 10 percent more 
than we pay for the food,” she said. “Bin we have to 
rwjy 1 for electricity and heat We have to pay for 

security, and we have to pay salaries. If they force this 
jecree on us we simply won t survive. 


Russia’s financial crisis has not only rocked Mos- 
cow's political establishment It has also stirred many 
of Russia’s far-flung regions to set their own economic 
course and establish price controls. 

Mr. Lebed, a former general, a future presidential 
hopeful and the new governor of this vast -Siberian 
region, has led the charge. 

Angry at tiie soaring prices that have stunned Rus- 
sians, the powerful governor has not just declared war 
on inflati on. He has tried to make it illegal. 

He is hardly alone. From the city of Novgorod, 
northwest of Moscow, to the Sibenan territory of 
Yakutia, the authorities are taking a page out .of the 
socialist playbook and intervening to set prices. 

Russia is fast becoming a crazy quilt of zones with 
Draconian [nice controls, territories with milder price 


restrictions and regions with no controls at all. 

The populist decrees have brought a measure of 
comfort to consumers shocked by sharp jumps in 
pices for food and medicine. 

“We may infringe on the rights of people but it is in 
their interest” Mr. Lebed said in an interview. “The 
strict measures have played their role and soon will be 
abolished.” 

But the stop-gap controls also contain the seeds of 
new problems. 

Stores and factories complain they are being denied 
the profit they need to weather Russia’s raging eco- 
nomic storm. Shortages have emerged, as producers 
ship their goods to places where prices are unres- 

See LEBED, Page 7 


week — after her husband’s arrest on 
Sunday — that she would lead the op- 
position movement that Mr. Anwar 
started after being dismissed as deputy 
prime minister and finance minister on 
Sept. 2. 

But with a heavy police presence 
around her boose and tne ban on rallies, 
the prospects of a continuing challenge 
to the 17-year rule of Prime Minister 
Mahathir Inn Mohamad seem dim. 

Outside a courthouse where Miss 
Azizah made a brief appearance Wed- 
nesday, a man who shouted “re- 
formasi /’’ (refoim) as she walked past 
was handcuffed and hauled away by 
plainclothes policemen. 

In Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday, the 
streets of the city were cairn, a contrast to 
Sunday, when Mr. Anwar led the largest 
demonstration in the city's history. 
Those protests were followed by clashes 
with police on Monday and the arrest of 
Mr. Anwar's closest political allies. 

So far, more than 130 people have, 
been arrested for disturbances related to 
Mr. Anwar. Two of his aides were 
ordered released by the courts this week, . 
despite police applications to extend- 
their detention. Mohamad Ahmad, re-, 
leased Wednesday, and Azrain Ali, re-.; 
leased Tuesday, were private secretaries 
to Mr. Anwar. 

For two 'weeks before his ixnpris-. 
onment. Mr. Anwar, 51, had toured the 
country speaking to large crowds about 
the need for reform with little police 

interference. 

With the announcement Wednesday, 
See MALAYSIA, Page 7 
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Anti-Rabies Law / 6 Months in Solitary Confinement 


British Pet Owners Pick Exile Over Quarantine 


By Sarah Lyall 

Vrw York Times Service 

F UENGROLA, Spain — 

Like many of the British .f; 
expatriates scattered 
around southern Spain, 
Cecilia Riber and her husband 
moved to this coastal town when 
they retired, drawn to its warm 
climate and relaxed way of life. 

But Riber died six years ago, and 
now, after IS years away from 
home, Mrs. Riber is ready to go 
back. 

“Basically, my family is start- 
ing to worry that I'm od my own 
here, and I'm not gening any 
younger," she said. 

But as eager as she is to return 
to England, Mrs. Riber, 68, is one 
of a number of displaced Britons 
here and around Western Europe 
who are caught in a strange sort of 
limbo, one that has forced them to 
weigh love of country against 
love of animals. 

Under the 77-year-oid British 
rabies law, if Mrs. Riber took her 
mixed-breed hound. Scruffy, 
back to England with her, he 
would be required to spend six 
months in quarantine, serving his 
time in solitary confinement in 
one of the 80 or so kennels li- 
censed by the British government 
He would not be allowed to play with 
other dogs. He would not be allowed 
to go for walks. And, Mrs. Riber says, 
she just will not do it to him. 

“I know I can't go back to England 
because he wouldn't be able to survive 
in a kennel for six months," Mrs. 
Riber said of Scruffy, who is no 
youngster himself, nearing 1 3 and suf- 
fering from an enlarged heart that has 
left him short of bream and slow on his 
feet. “He's very important to me, 
particularly as I’m on my own now. 
And that’s why I’m staying here. I 
won't leave him. I can’t leave him." 

There are people like Mrs. Riber all 
over southern Spain, in France, in the 
Netherlands, in Switzerland. The 
pointer David Hockney and the actor 
Rupert Everett, who are both British 
and live abroad, have refused to move 
back to England because of the rabies 
law. 

Probably the most famous anti- 
quarantine campaigner is Christopher 
Patten, the last British governor in 
Hong Kong, who moved kick to Lon- 
don last year but left his beloved 
Norfolk terriers. Whisky and Soda, 
with dog-loving friends in-France.- 
The quarantine law, which applies 
to all domestic mammals, dates from 
a lime when rabies was a serious 
problem. But now, with the disease 
eradicated in some parts of the world 
or kept at bay by vaccinations in oth- 
ers. anti-quarantine campaigners say 
it is time for Britain to scrap its law. 
They are bitterly opposed by the 
country’s $14.5 million-a-year quar- 
antine kennel industry, which ajgues 
that it would be foolish to change a 
law that has been so apparently suc- 
cessful (and so lucrative). 

There are signs that years of anti- 
quarantine agitation, from people 
both within and outside Britain, arc 
finally, slowly paying off. 

But even if the government accepts 
the need for change, it will probably 



be at least a year before anything 

actually happens, said a spokes- 
man for the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food, 
which administers the law. Until 
then, people like Mis. Riber are 
simply waiting. 

‘*My life is on hold,” said Mrs. 
Riber, who sold her house and 
rented a temporary apartment re- 
cently. “I’m leaving the minnte 
the regulation is changed.' ’ 


U p in the hill town of 
Alhanri n el Grande, 
Elizabeth Collins put it 
a different way. “I’ll 
wait nnril he dies,” she said, 
speaking of her dog, Sam, “or, I 
guess, until the law changes-” 
Sam, a mixed-breed dog with a 
strong suggestion of Goman 
shepherd, is ill and probably does 
not nave much more than a year to 
live anyway, said Mrs. Collins, 
whose husband died recently and 




Kinlar Ard ii/laWfTuaaiul HermU 'D»one 


U.K. Plans to Limit Isolation 
With ‘Passport’ Chip Implants 


Agence France-Presse 

L ONDON — The British gov- 
ernment unveiled plans Wed- 
nesday to relax its quarantine 
law, which has been con- 
demned as cruel for requiring all pets 
entering the country to spend six 
months in isolation. 

The junior agriculture minister, 
Nick Brown, said die government re- 
mained determined to keep the rabies 
virus out of Britain. But it was pro- 
posing a high-tech “pet passport" pro- 
gram, which would allow pets entering 
Britain from Western Europe and other 
low-risk regions, such as New Zealand 
and Australia, to avoid quarantine. 

The proposals are contained in a 
report published by an independent 
task force that sought a way to ease 
the strict quarantine laws without put- 
ting the country at risk from rabies. 

Mr. Brown said in a BBC radio 
-interview that the government would 
consult experts and animal rights 
groups before amending the quarant- 
ine law. 

Under the proposed program, a mi- 
crochip would be inserted under the 
skin ox each pet so it could be iden- 
tified by an electronic scanner at ports 
and airports to ensure it had received 
an anti-rabies vaccination. 

Animals would also have to be 
deloused, and owners would have to 
produce certificates to prove the pet 
had been checked by a veterinarian no 
more than 24 hours before entering 
Britain. 

“The government's priority is to 
make sure that our country remains 
rabies- free,” Mr. Brown said. “Pro- 
tection of the public comes first/' 


But he added; “The instance of 
rabies in pets in Western Europe is 
virtually nonexistent” 

An Agriculture Ministry spokes- 
man said that although the consulta- 
tion should end by the end of the year, 
the new measures will take at least 
three years to introduce because of the 
need for legislation and a lengthy 
implementation period. 

Quarantine will be maintained for 
animals coming from higher-risk 
areas, notably Eastern Europe, the 
United States, South America, Africa 
andparts of Asia. 

Toe quarantine rule has come un- 
der increasing pressure from animal- 
lovers who say rabies-control tech- 
niques have made quarantine need- 
less. About 100 animals die each year 
in quarantine kennels, according to 
animal rights groups. 


sentimental, that a dog's a dog and 
T should just have hi™ put down. 

* ‘But I say: ‘Sam’s my friend. I 
wouldn’t do that to him. ’ " 

In desperation, more and more 
people are Cuming to smuggling 
■at to skirt the quarantine law. Some 
conceal their pets in bags or boxes 
and gnostic them through the Channel 
Tunnel. Others pay professional 
smugglers upward of several thou- 
sand dollars to bring the animals in by 
boat or track. 

“It's surprisingly easy,” said Peter 
Harrison, a British writer and kennel 
operator here in Spain. By way of 
testing the system, he recently flew to 
London carrying a box stamped 
“Live Animals ,” which he occasion- 
ally opened and put in food. No one 
stopped him. 

while up to 10,000 dogs and cats are 
smug gled into Britain each year, ac- 
cording to one estimate, many people 
are reluctant to use the method. 

John Nicholson said he would be 
afraid for the safety of Bella, his 
Staffordshire bull terrier. He loves 
Bella so much that when he and his 
wife had a baby “the opinion was that 
if Bella didn't get on with the baby, 
then the baby was going.” 

“You don’t know what kind of 
trauma she could go through,” said 
Mr. Nicholson, who runs a laundry 
business in a tourist enclave in E 1 
Faro, “They can take them and just 


Thepassport-system- is-tdso-expee-— I- -dropthen rin a - h ole some where: 


ted to be cheaper; costing about £300 
to £400 ($50u to $67(0, compared 
with at least £1,500 to keep a dog in 
solitary confinement for six months. 

The Royal Society for the Protec- 
tion of Animals backed the proposals, 
with a spokesman saying mey would 
be 4 ‘more effective and more humane 
than the current quarantine system. ’ ’ 

But die president of die British 
Veterinary Association, Ted Chand- 
ler, said they might not keep rabies 
out 

“If it works the same as our pass- 
ports,’’ he said, “it’s going to be 
pretty feeble.” 

“Just flashing a document in a long 
queue of people coming into the coun- 
try is no check at all," he told BBC 
Radio. 


Marie Dixon, a Briton-who runs a 
poolside bar with her husband. Bill, in 
the coastal town of Benalmadena, 
said of Major, her 14-year-old re- 
triever “Let’s pul it this way — I’d 
be in a mental institution if anything 
happened to him.” The Dixons have 
vowed never to put Major back in 
quarantine after a traumatic stay a 
decade ago when he came out ema- 
ciated and depressed, his spirit sub- 
dued by the experience. 

So they remain in Spain, their dog 
having won out over their home coun- 
try. “Look at it from his point of 
view, ” Mrs. Dixon said. “Six months 
of a dog’s life is a long time. You’re 
putting him in prison for three and a 
half years, in his terms, and he's done 
nothing.'* 


Louis Martini, a California Winemaker, Dies at 79 


By Frank J. Prial 

• iVc w ti'nt 7 iww Sen'KC 

; NEW YORK — Louis P. Martini. 79, 
a leading figure in the California wine 
business and chairman of the Louis M. 
Martini Winery' in Napa Valley, died 
Monday at his home in Sl Helena, Cali- 
fornia. The cause of death was cancer, 
bis family said. 

* The Martini family has been involved 
in the California wine industry for more 
than 70 years. Mr. Martini's father, 
Louis M. Martini, founded the family 


winery as the L.M. Martini Grape 
Products Co. in 1 922 in Kingsbuig. near 
Fresno. The elder Martini, who never 
thought of Prohibition as anything more 
than a temporary aberration, began plan- 
ning the expansion of his business while 
other wine companies were closing. 

In 1933, he moved to the Napa Valley 
and changed the company's name to the 
Louis M. Martini Winery. 

Louis Peter Martini was bam in Liv- 
ermore and grew up in Kingsburg, 
working in the winery and in the vine- 
yards as a boy. He graduated from the 


University of California at Berkeley in 
1941 and spent four years in the Army 
Air Forces during World War IL He 
joined the winery as vice president in 
1946 and became the winemaker in 
1954; wines he made in the 1950s and 
1960s are still prized by collectors. 

Mr. Martini worked in the shadow of 
his flamboyant father until the elder 
Martini's death in 1974. While he was a 
major producer of fine wine and an 
important behind-the-scenes industry 
leader, Mr. Martini avoided the well- 
publicized social side of Napa Valley 


Hurricane Lashes Haiti 
On Its March Toward U.S.- 

100,000 in Florida Keys Told to Flee to Mainland ■ 


The Associated Press 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — The 
violent winds and rains of the hurricane 
designated Georges stuck Haiti on 
Wednesday, unleashing flash floods 
and killing at least 10 people in the 
impoverished Caribbean country. 

As Georges marched relentlessly to 
the northwest, a hurricane watch was 
posted for South Florida. As many as 
100,000 people in the Florida Keys were 
b eing oraered to leave for the mainland . 

The hurricane’s unofficial deat h toll 


were looters shot by the police. 

Radio Meiropole in Haiti reported 
that nine people were killed when flood- 
waters collapsed two homes in a Port- 
au-Prince neighborhood. A 10th death 
was reported in the coastal town of 
Gonaives. 

Elsewhere, battering ocean waves 
swamped the seaside boulevard in the 
northern Haitian city of Cap-Haitien, 
and tin roofs flew off homes. 

The Haitian government had been 
able to muster only 5130,000 for emer- 
gency assistance, said a civil defense 
spokeswoman, Yolaine S arena. 

Mountain erosion and a lack of main- 
tenance have left drainage systems in 
Haitian cities choked with silt and un- 
able to alleviate flash floods, said Renan 
Jean-Louis, a meteorologist. 

Ernst Wilson, an environmentalist in 
Hai ti, said Wednesday: “Foundations 
give way every time the rain falls. The 
environment is deteriorating cease- 
lessly because there is no government 
enforcement of zoning regulations.” 

In November 1994, the tropical storm 



A Miami resident stocking up Wed^ 
nesday as the hurricane nearedj 

on their heads even as winds of 
miles an hour (175 kilometers an hour}' 
toppled trees and crushed houses. Bands; 
of youths with machetes and pistol 
roamed the streets. 

Authorities said 80 percent of the,' 
roads in Santo Domingo were impass- 
able because of downed trees and power 
lines and widespread flooding. 

In Florida, the hurricane watch in-, 
eluded Monroe, Miami Dade, Broward 1 
and Collier counties. 

The evacuation began in the Iowa: 
Florida Keys at 7 A~M. and was to move! 
up the island chain in phases. A single} 
highway connects the 110-mile ribbonj 
of islands, and officials were worried'; 


milUVWlilAU * — _ 

designated Gordon killed at least 1,000 about gridlock as people tned to leave, 
in Haiti’s southern provinces, drowning ‘ ‘They want to move people who are 

them in torrential streams or burying the farthest away first, * said Barbara 


them in mudslides. 

Warnings were declared in Cuba 
from Sancti Spiritus province eastward 
and in the central and southern Ba- 
hamas. President Fidel Castro put his 
ministers on alert. 

“No one will be forgotten in this new 
battle by the Cuban people," Mexico’s 
official Notimex news agency quoted 
Mr. Castzo as saying. "We are a nation 
that has overcome adversity with 
unity.” 

Georges caught the capital of the 
Dominican Republic, Santo Domingo, 
on the sooth coast, almost entirely un- 
prepared Tuesday. Forecasters had ex- 
pected the storm to hit die northern 
Dominican coast. In Santo Domingo, 


the farthest away first, said Barbara! 
Doran, of Florida’s state emergency! 
management office. \ 

The hurricane was on a trajectory that- 
could send it crashing into toe Keys by,' 
late Thursday or early Friday. | 

Georges' winds dropped from 110- 
miles an hour Tuesday to 75 miles an! . 
hour Wednesday as it moved across theAjf 
island of Hispaniola, but were expected- 
to strengthen over open water. 

In Puerto Rico, where damages are; 
expected to amount to hundreds of mil-! 
lions of dollars, residents began the task; 
of recovery. ; 

“After the strain is always the! 
worst." said Paula Aponte Figueroa, 71,; 
as she swatted at mosquitoes, the roof of; 
her house ripped off by the winds.! 


UU1HJ1UUU1 tAlflNL 111 vJdlilU lAIUlillgU, UU1 VU tsjr kUV »*AUUO. 1 

- -teotere^aded*waast<iee^«rwaterrlwl^ — “ Y o u J ve - g et-fleoding,you l vegotHK)s- ‘ 
anting televisions andatr-conditiouexs- quitoes and J-have nowhere to go. ” 


49 Killed in Heavy Fighting 
In Lesotho’s Lawless Capital 


life and his winery rarely appeared in 
trendy articles about the wine business. 

But his achievements were numer- 
ous. In tbe ’50s and ’60s, be helped 


He developed vineyards in the 
Cameras district of the valley when it 
was considered useful only for grazing 
sheep and he is credited with making the 
first Cameras varietal pinot noir in 
1952. 

Today, many of the best California 
pinot noixs come from Cameras. 


Reuters 

MASERU, Lesotho — Botswanan 
soldiers and toe Lesotho police battled 
on Wednesday to control bands of loot- 
era in the burned and lawless capital of 
Lesotho after heavy fighting overnight 
left a total of 49 fighters from both sides 
dead. 

Shots from small arms and rifles 
crackled through toe streets all morning 
as looters played cat-and-mouse with 
the police and soldiers. 

Rioters burned and wrecked shops 
and offices, and garbage was strewn 
across the streets in the city center. 

Foreign Minister Tom Ihabane said 
in an interview that toe destruction 
wrought by opposition party supporters 
after seven weeks of anti-government 
protests would delay peace talks. 

“They have burned tbe city,” he 
said. “They have horned people’s 
houses. The way to go now is to look at 
their criminality. 

“I don’t see how we can sit at a table 
with those cri minals . * * 

South Africa and Botswana sent 
troops and equipment into Lesotho on 
Tuesday in response to an appeal for 
help from Prime Minister Pakalitha 


Mosistii, who said his government bad 
lost control of the army. 

But toe operation backfired, turning a , 
simmering conflict with five casualties '/ 
over seven weeks into an urban war 
between supporters of toe Maseru gov- 
ernment ana soldiers and political 
parties demanding its resignation. 

^ie opposition accuses Mr. Mosi- 
sili’s ruling party of rigging toe May 
general election to win 79 out of 80 
seats. 

On Wednesday, South Africa added 
columns of armored trucks mounting 
heavy cannon and mortars to toe 600£- 
man force that went into Lesotho on! 
Tuesday and promised to intensify the; 
battle against Lesotho Defense Forc$£ 
mutineers. »* 

The South African National Defense* 
Force said in a statement in Pretoria thai 
nine of its men had been killed anS* . 


fense Force dissidents at about 40 bfF 
early Wednesday. -• 

The South African forces said they* 
had gained control of two military 
bases, toe grounds of King Letsie HIV 
palace, toe city center and toe KatseJ 
Dam construction project. ^ 
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Some Find It Nutty 
In Peanut Gallery 

Lunch Hysteria Spooks Schools 


By Anemona Hanocollis 

_ Nm York Tima Service 

NEW YORK - As any 
4 Amencan parent can testify, 
uiere is probably no sure r 
staple of childhood than pea- 
nut butler, a pure product of 
America, consumed at an an- 
nual rate of 3 pounds (1.4 
Kilograms) per person. 

Now peanut butter is under 

Attack at the schoolhouse 
door. Cheap, nutritious, pop- 
ular and traditional, it ht 
nonetheless taken its place on 
fbe list of substances — like 
asbestos and lead — that send 
Shivers down the spines of 
school administrators. 

• Prodded by parents warn- 
ing of lethal allergies, by the 
contentions of some research- 
ers that peanut allergies are on 
the rise and, not least, by a 
fear of litigation, growing 
numbers of public and private 
schools across the United 
States have banned peanut 
butter from their cafeterias. 
Others have declared peanut- 
free zones or set up commit- 
tees to figure out what to do. 

School officials find them- 
selves balancing the rare risk 


of death against the dan ger of 
being swept up in a faddish 
hysteria ami of trying to an- 
ticipate potential legal reper- 
cussions of the 1990 Amer- 
icans with Disabilities Act. 

Even (bose who wonder if 
the bans have gone too far 
fear that if they do not act 
aggressively, they may face 
liability lawsuits and accusa- 
tions of discrimination 
against children disabled by a 
peanut allergy. 

The campaign to ban peanut 

butter is hap pening hi sratTwred 

places where an assertive par- 
ent or two — s upp o rt ed by the 
Food Allergy Network, an ad- 
vocacy group — has raised the 
alarm in schools, contending 
that peanut allergies are a dis- 
ability that schools must ac- 
commodate under the disab- 
ilities law. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control report only 88 deaths 
among all Americans from al- 
lergies to food, including pea- 
nuts, between 1979 and the 
end of 1993. But allergists 
supported by the food alleigies 
network contend that fatalities 
are underreported, and that 0.5 
percent to 1 percent of all 



O. M Banot/Tbe New Y«*kTTm« 

Students in the lunchroom at Trevor Day School, a private school in New York where peanut butter was 
banned Last year for the lower grades, examining the day’s menu choices on a sandwich bar. 


Americans suffer from ] 
alleigies. The 
mates that every year 12S 
people dfe from food allergies, 
the majority from peanuts. 

While network officials say 
they are not forcing schools to 
take any particular action, the 
schools say rtiaf anything less 
than a total ban qpgnmi inad- 
equate to satisfy the allies. 

In its milder form, a peanut 


allergy can cause itching, 
swelling, hives, wheezing, 
coughing, vomiting and 
diarrhea, doctors say. 

The New York City public 
school system, America’s 
largest with more than a mil- 
lion children, has remained 
immune to the peanut phe- 
nomenon — largely because 
no me has complained. 

But while peanut butter has 


been slow to become an issue 
at New York City public 
schools, the city’s private 
schools have fallen in line like 
so many dominoes. 

Mark Brossman, a lawyer 
who represents many New 
Yoric City private schools, 
said schools are concerned 
that peanut allergies might 
q ualif y as a disability That 
most be accaimnodatea under 


AMERICAN 


TOPICS 


Conservationists Boil Over Soup 

The shark has never had a large circle of 
friends, but the killing of thousands of blue sharks 
in the Pacific for their fins has angered con- 
servationists, who see it as a waste at best and an 
unnecessary slaughter at worst. 

In Hawaii, shark fins worth $30 millio n are 
sold each year. 

Fishermen, who generally catch the creatures 
while after tuna or swordfish, sell the fins at 
dockside to men offering cash. Shipped to Asia, 
for use in the ancient delicacy of shade-fin soup, a 
pound of dried fin brings up to $250. 

With Hole market for shark meat, skin or car- 
tilage. fishomen often just cut off die fins, then 
throw the shark overboard, sometimes still alive. 

Shark finning is banned off the U.S. Atlantic 
Coast, where sharks have been overfished, but it 
is still legal in the Pacific. The National Marine 


Fisheries Service is working to quantify the in- 
dustry and assess shade populations. It also_is 
seeking new markets for shark products. The 
Associated Press reports. 

But in the face of the huge Asian market, it will 
not be easy to curb die sales for soup. From 1991 to 
1996, the price of fins doubled, and the shark catch 
reported at Hawaiian docks jumped 22-fold. 

Short Takes 

A federal judge in Seattle has cleared the way 
for an Indian tribe to resume whaling off the coast 
of Washington state. 

The Makah tribe plans to begin its first hunt 
Oct- 1, during the fall migration of gray whales 
from Alaska to Southern California. The tribe is 
allowed five whales a year. 

Animal rights groups, coastal tour-boat op- 
erators, kayakers and a U.S. congressman. Rep- 
resentative Jack Metcalf, Republican of Wash- 
ington, had challenged the plan in court 

The number of caesarean births performed 
by several hospitals in the Boston area has been 
significantly lowered, using a simple approach: 
When a. woman amyes in, labor, they said her 


back home to wait — unless contractions are 
strong and the womb is opening: 

Hospitals and obstetricians had recognized that 
the rates of caesarean deliveries had scored in the 
United States, from 5 percent in the 1970s to 25 
percent in the 1990s. Part of that reflected atrend to 
overhospitalization. The Boston Globe reports. 

Researchers found that when a woman arrived 
in early labor, there was a tendency to “do some- 
thing” — often meaning a caesarean. But by 
sending home women who are in the early stages, 
the Massachusetts hospitals have lowered their 
caesarean rate from 26 percent to 20 percent, with 
no decline in healthy deliveries. 

This wiD not leave anyone feeling sony for 
Bill Gates, the world’s richest man, butit turns oat 
that as a share of the U.S. economy, his $62 
billion fortune, based on Microsoft, pales next to 
tiie historic wealth of John D. Rockefeller, An- 
drew Carnegie, Cornelius Vanderbilt and John 
Jacob Astor. American Heritage magazine re- 
ports that, adjusting for the growth of the U.S. 
economy, Mr. Rockefeller’s wealth would be 
worth $190 billion today. 


Brian Knowlton 
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the Americans with Disabil- 
ities Act. Neither Mr. Bross- 
num nor the Food Allergy Net- 
work knew of any litigation on 
peanut allergy that has result- 
ed in a court decision. 

But a recent directive by 
the U.S. Department . of 
Transportation construed 
peanut allergies as a disability 
and ordered airlines to set up 
peanut-free zones. That de- 
cision may set a precedent for 
schools, advocates say. 

Beyond bans, schools are 
wrestling with questions like 
whether to provide individu- 
alized supplies — say, blocks 
and sets of wooden rods for 
solving math problems — to 
children with severe peanut 
alleigies so they will not be 
contaminated by the peanut- 
smeared hands of classmates. 

Concerned that a child who 
has just eaten peanut butter 
might hold hands with an al- 
lergic child, schools now en- 
courage children to become 
compulsive hand-washers. 

Compared with other 
causes of death or illness. The 
damage from peanut allergies 
is tiny. In 1995, according to 
the Centers for Disease Con- 
trol 2,880 children died in car 
accidents and 2,944 in other 
accidents. Some 200,000 chil- 
dren were hospitalized with 
as thma -related Alnesses, ac- 
cording to tiie Department of 
-Health - and Homan .Semces: ; 


POLITICAL NOTES 


Minimum- Wage Raise Dies 

WASHINGTON — Senate Republicans have killed 
any chance of increasing the minimum wage this year, 
voting down a bill they said would hurt small businesses 
because it would extract too much too soon after the wage 
increase of 1996. 

They also said that Senator Edward Kennedy, Demo- 
crat of Massachusetts, the measure’s sponsor, was using 
the vote as a political trap to force them on the record 
against a wage increase in an election year. Mr. Kennedy 
ceded the point. “It is a defining issue,” he said after the 
vote. “It ought to be an election issue.” 

The bill would have raised the minimum wage by 50 
cents in January and another 50 cents the following year, 
taking it to $6.15 an hour from $5.15 over two years. 

Republicans expect any fallout from this vote to be 
blunted in the next couple of weeks by their passage of a 
tax cut. (N ) Tj 

22.5 Million See Clinton Tape 

WASHINGTON — About 223 million people 
watched the videotape of President Bill Clinton’s Aug. 17 
grand jury testimony when it was broadcast Monday on 
the three major broadcast networks and three all-news 
cable networks, according to Nielsen Media Research. 

Nielsen estimated that for the hours from 9 A.M-, when 
most networks began their coverage, to 2 P.M., when the 
broadcasters returned to normal soap operas, the sum of 
the average household rating for all six networks was 
1 8.8, which translates into 18.6 million homes. 

Excluding the cable networks, the daytime television 
average last season was an 1 1.3 rating (about 11.1 million 
homes) for the hours from 1 1 AJVL to 4 P.M. CBS had an 
average rating for those hours of 5.2, while NBC averaged 
a 4.5 rating and ABC a 3.3 rating. Each rating point 
represents 994,000 homes. (NYT) 


Quote /Unquote 


Alan Simpson, the retired Republican senator from 
Wyoming, on Mr. Clinton's videotape performance: 
“Thai’s his life. His life is bounding from precipice to 
precipice like a huge mountain goat, bridging crevasse after 
crevasse and people shooting at him with high-powered 
rifles and the other side crumbling as he lands, just like in 
the movies. What’s interesting to me is did anybody believe 
that this man would testify for four hours and not do well, 
when it was his decision to do it?” (NYT) 


Away From Politics 

• The FBI’s crime lab in Washington, criticized recently 

for shoddy work, gained accreditation by the American 
Society of Crime Laboratory Directors. It means the lab 
meets the requirements for procedures and accuracy for a 
variety of crime-related tests. (API 

• Fewer Americans are dying each year from heart 

disease, but the number of people suffering first heart 
attacks has held steady or even increased since 1987 
because treatment is outstripping prevention. A study 
found deaths fell 28 percent among men and 31 percent 
among women from 1987 to 1994. f AP) 
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BMW drivers are also fond of 
stars - four stars, the top 
rating for the BMW 5 Series 
in the Euro NCAP Safety Test 
for Passenger Protection* 


'Frontal offset crash at 40 mph, side collision at 30 mph. 





. . pnrooean New Cars Assessment Program 


(Euro NCAP) give car drivers all over Europe the chance to make objective comparisons. 
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Mandela Brings Clinton a Strong Message of Support From Africa 


days ago from Frederick Chiluba, rbepresident of 

Tamhia 


By James Bennet 

■ New York Times Serv ice “He said, ‘Mandela, I want you to support 

WASHINGTON — Nelson Mandela, the President Clinton,' ” Mr. Mandela said. A He 
president of South Africa and among die planet’s was not speaking for himself, and he said so. He 
foremost moral authorities, has given President said, *1 am speaking for the continent of 
Bill Clinton the kmd of emotional endorsement Africa.’” 


that he has trouble getting these days from mem- 
bers of his own party. 

At a While House reception Tuesday, Mr. 
Mandela said that the domestic debates of die 
United States were not his business but that his 
personal code did not allow him to desert a friend. 
He said South Africa. Africa and die entire world 
supported Mr. Clinton. 

“We do wish to say that President Clinton is a 
friend of South Africa and Africa,” he said, 
“and, I believe, die friend of the great mass of 
black people, and the minorities and the disabled 
of the United States." 

Saying that “we are thinking of you in this 
difficult and discouraging time in your life,” Mr. 
Mandela recalled receiving a telephone call two 


Mr. Clinton, clearly moved, smiled during Mr. 
Mandela’s remarks, and appeared at one pome to 


wt^eaway a tear. 


Mandela was repeatedly interrupted with 
applause from an audience of black religious 
leaders, presidents of historically black colleges 
and members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. Black Americans have been among the 
president's most loyal supporters since be ac- 
knowledged an inappropriate relationship with 
Monica Lewinsky. 

By the time Mr. Mandela again said he would 
not “interfere in the domestic affairs of this 
country,” his audience was langhmg, convinced 
that he was doing just that. Mr. Mandela de- 
scribed the standing ovation that Mr. Clinton 


received cm Monday from the United Nations 
Genual Assembly. “If you judge from die re- 
action” of the delegates, he said, “the United 
States is completely isolated on this question.” 

But Mr. Mandela seemed to entertain the pos- 
sibility that Mir. Clinton’s presidency might not 
survive this scandaL "If our expectations, if our 
fondest prayers and dreams, are not realized,” he 
said, “then we should all bear in mind dial the 
greatest glory of living ties not in never failing 
but in rising every time you fall.” 

In introducing Mr. Mandela, Mr. Clinton 
thanked him “for being the person we'd all tike 
to be — on our beat day.” 

■ Mandela Honored by Congress 

Surrounded by the Capitol Rotunda’s towering 
images of George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln, Mr. Mandela on Wednesday received 
the Congressional Gold Medal, the first African 
to be awarded the United States' highest honor. 
The Associated Ptess reported. 

Mr. Clinton followed a long lineup of law- 


makers, inclndugRqneseotative Newt Gingrich, 

the House speaker, who beseeched Americans to 

follow Mr. Mandela’s example of humility, sac- 
rifice and kindness in the face of enmity. 

“No medal, no award, do fortune, nothing we 
rrt^fid give him could possibly compare to the 
rifts he has given to ns and to the world,” Mr. 
Clinton said before presenting the me dal. 

■ International Appeal for Clinton 
A group of international entertainers aqd in- 


Marquez, and a Nobel physics laureate, Pierre- 
G flies de Gennes. 

“Kenneth Starr’s arbitrary and unfair pro- 
cedures must not have the upper hand, dieysaid, • 

sss-wsaaBSsse 

breaking the “sacred right’ to privacy. 

‘ ‘The judicial show orchestrated by Prosecutor 
Stair is only a cover,” said. Hit 



Reuters reported from Paris. 

“The democratically elected president of a 
free nation has been subjected for eight months to 
inquisitorial harassment by a fanatical prosecutor 
with unlimited power, "the 67 signatories said in 
a statement published by the daily Le Monde. 

The campaigners included the Nobel Peace 
Prize winners Desmond Tutu and Jose Ramos 
Horta, a Nobel literature winner, Gabriel Garcia 


^^fmatories included the film stars Anthony 
Hopkins, Gerard Depardieu, Vannessa 
Redgrave, Emma Thompson, and Jeanne Mor- 
eau-thc writers William Styron, Guenter Grass, 
and Carlos Puentes; the singer Peter GabneL the 
violinist Yehudi Menuhin and the coamom of 
the French National Assembly’s Foreign Affairs 
Committee, Jack Lang. 


Tripp, the Invisible Woman, Emerges 


Unlike Starr Report, New Documents Detail Betrayal of Lewinsky 


By John Mints 
and Roberto Sure 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — In the volumin- 
ous report that the independent counsel, 

Kenneth Stair, submitted to Congress, 
one person seemed conspicuously ab- 
sent: Linda Tripp, whose account of jury and in a deposition. The OIC < 
Monica Lewinsky’s affair with Pres- duties to investigate this matter. ... 


Starr’s investigators Hint she had not 
altered or made any copies of the dozens 
of apes she tamed over to Mr. Stair. 

Tne Office of the Independent Coun- 
sel said in papers made public Monday 
that “if Ids. Tripp duplicated any tapes 
herself or knew of then- duplication, then 
she has lied nnder oath bdore thegrand 

con- 
fer 


ident Bill Clinton prompted the inves- 
tigation in the first place. 

But with the release of 3, 183 pages of 
additional documents this week, new 
details have emerged about Ms. Tripp 
and how she betrayed her friend ana 
acted as a provocateur intent on en- 
snaring the president at key moments in 


It was Ms. Tripp, according to Ms. 
Lewinsky’s grand jury testimony that 
was made public Monday, who urged 
her Dor to clean the semen-stained bine 
dress that proved she had a sexual en- 
counter with Mr. Clinton. 

And it was Ms. Tripp, according to 
the documents, who urged Ms. Lew- 
insky not to sign an affidavit denying 
she had an affair with Mr. Clinton until 
the president’s friends assisted her in 
landing a job — advice that would have 
set a trap for Mr. Clinton had Ms. 
Lewinsky followed it 

There are a number of reasons why 
Ms. Tripp, once Mr. Stair’s key wit- 
ness, has been so eclipsed in his in- 
vestigation. For one, when Ms. Lew- 
insky started cooperating with Mr. Starr 
in July, Ms. Tripp's testimony about 
what Ms. Lewinsky had told her was 
not as important 

But an added factor was Mr. Stair’s 
own suspicion that Ms. Tripp tied about 
her handling of the audiotapes she made 
of her conversations with Ms. Lew- 
insky. The independent counsel is in- 
vestigating whether Ms. Tripp was 
telling the truth when she told Mr. 


the seven tapes winch contain audible 
conversations and which exhibit signs 
of duplication, the Office of the In- 
dependent Counsel cannot exclude the 
possibility of tampering at this time.” 

Ms. Tripp’s spokesmen have refbsed 
all public comment about her role in 
taping Ms. Lewinsky because of an 
ongoing investigation by a Maryland 
prosecutor, taping people without their 
consent is illegal under state law. 

Ms. Tripp has made no public ap- 
pearances -since July, when after com- 
pleting her grand jury testimony she 
proclaimed from die courthouse that 
she was “an average American” being 
“vilified for taking foe path of truth.” 

But Ms. Lewinsky left no doubt 
about who she thinks is the cause of her 
troubles. At die end of one of her grand 
jury appearances last month, according 
Do testimony made public this week, Ms. 
Lewinsky was asked whether she had 
anything to add, and she said tearfully: 

s 



grand jurors then began com- 
forting her, one saying: “Right now 
you feel a lot of hare for Linda Tripp, 
but you need to move on and leave her 
where she is because whatever goes 
around cranes around.” A second 
pud juror added, speaking of Ms. 
Tripp: She “is definitely going to have 
to give an account for what she did.” 

Mr. Clinton, too, has seemed fixated 
on Ms. Tripp’s role in upending him, 
ing his 


Daring his grand jury testimony, be 


repeatedly voiced suspicions that she 
was responsible for feeding informa- 
tion about Ms. Lewinsky to the lawyers 
fen: Paula Jones in her sexual harass- 
ment suit against the president 

Explaining his surprise when the 
Jones lawyers began questioning about 
Ms. Lewinsky in his deposition Jan. 17, 
Mr. Clinton said, “These people had 
access to a lot of information from 
somewhere, and I presume it came from 
Linda Tripp.” 

The new information in the Stair 
documents only reinforces Ms. Tripp’s 
reputation in some quarters as the vil- 
lain in the Clinton scandaL 

The new documents also shed new 
light on Ms. Tripp's role in launching 
Mr. Stair’s investigation of Mr. Clin- 
ton’s relationship with Ms. Lewinsky. 

According to Mr. Starr’s report to 
Congress, Ms. Trim in her initial dis- 
cussions with his Office early in January 
said that Vernon Jordan Jr., a close 
friend of Mr. Clinton’s, was. helping 
Ms. Lewinsky find a job at the same 
time lhat he was advising her on how to 
handle a subpoena in die Jones law- 
suit. 

Mr. Starr said in his report that be 
“recognized parallels” between Mr. 
Jordan’s relationship with Ids. Lew- 
insky and allegations, already under 
investigation by Mr. Starr, that Mr. 
Jordan had provided economic help for 
Webster HubbclL, a key figure in the 
Whitewater real estate investigation, to 
ensure his silence. 

According to Ms. Lewinsky's testi- 
mony, she took die initiative with Mr. 
Clinton last October to ask tfaepretident 
to secure Mr. Jordan’s help tor her in 
gettinganew job once it became clear to 
her that suspicious White Housestaffers 
would never let her work close to the 

{haTthe idea'of involving'Mr^Joidan 
may have begun with Mis. Tripp. 



'Hit Awocutoi Phm 


Linda Tripp, who taped Monica Lewinsky and triggered the investigation. 


CLINTON: 

Gingrich Won’t Deal 


Continued from Page X 


The alternative, lie said, was many - 
months of hearings that would leave the zz> 
United States distracted at a dangerous 
Hnw “We are not in a wor ld tod ay 
where we can sit here as a country in 
suspended animation fra: 8, 9 and 10 
months,” he said. 

Democrats have appeared reinvigor- 
ated since the four-hour videotape ofMr. 
Clinton’s testimony was broadcast Mon- 
day. Polls indicate (hat approval of Mr. 
Clinton’s job performance jumped from 
60 percent to 66 percent. 

But if Democrats felt emboldened to 
up attacks on the Republican lead- 
ip, Mr. Gingrich said he had no plans 
*»._ » — i — r..»* march or the 


to alter the “orderly 
House Judiciary Committee toward re- 
viewing the evidence against Mr. Clin- 
ton and deciding whether to recommend 
impeachment 

Asked by a reporter whether such a 
prolonged process would indicate Con- 
’s contempt for the will of the 



simply a polling institution that enacted 


a grotesque version of justice based ou^j 
«tw> nnii-or flie latest tatV show/* ™ 


the latest poll 
Similarly, 


ASIA/PACIFIC 


STARR: Low Point in Lewinsky Case: Jan. 16 Interrogation 


Continued from Page X 


Prime Ministers 
Of Pakistan and 
India Meet on 
Nuclear Arms 


BRIEFLY 


CmpMlnOtrSte ft"* ft****** 

UNITED NATIONS. New York — The 
prime ministers of India and Pakistan met 
Wednesday amid hints that they might take a 
first step to rein in a nuclear arms race in South 
Asia by agreeing in principle to sign the 
nuclear test ban treaty. 

Aral Behari Vajpayee of India and Nawaz 
Sharif of Pakistan shook hands cordially be- 
fore beginning luncheon talks at a New York 
hotel. Officials said the meeting would focus 
on restraining nuclear competition between 
the two arch-rivals, who stirred world alarm 
with tit- for- tat atomic tests in May. and re- 
viving peace talks on Kashmir. 

Mr. Vajpayee said on his plane that India 
had already accepted central aspects of die 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty by declaring 
its intention not to conduct any more nuclear 
explosions “but there are questions which are 
unresolved." 

Mr. Sharif, who was to address foe UN 
General Assembly later Wednesday, told 
President Bill Clinton on Monday that 
Pakistan had no objection in principle to sign- 
ing the treaty but wanted the United States to 
waive economic sanctions first 

Western diplomats said there were cautious 
hopes that the two states, which want to escape 
U.S, trade and credit restrictions, would declare 
their willingness to sign the treaty. 

Mr. Vajpayee also said on his flight that 
India and Pakistan trad agreed cm modalities 
for resuming their stalled dialogue and would 
instinct officials to open talks on all issues, 
including peace, security and foe disputed 
territory of Kashmir. 

India and Pakistan have fought three wars 
— two over the disputed state of Kashmir — 
in the SI years since the independent states 
were carved out of foe British empire. 

They continue to exchange angry words, 
and occasionally heavy fire, over Kashmir. 

Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Sharif met fra the 
first time following foe nuclear tests during a 
regional summit meeting. Those talks ended 
with India and Pakistan each accusing the 
other of intransigence, and their armies un- 
leashed (he heaviest firing across Kashmir in 


recent memory. 

Mr. Clinton is to decide shortly whether to 
scrap his plan for stops in India and Pakistan 
this fall during on Asia trip. (Reuters, AP) 


China and Taiwan 
Move to Resume Talks 


BELTING — Negotiators from China 
and Taiwan met Wednesday and outlined 
plans to resume high-level talks after 
three years of rhetoric and threats. 

The talks are scheduled to begin in 
mid-October, and will be hosted in 
Shanghai by Wang Dachau, a top adviser 
to President Jiang Zemin. 

The delegation from Taiwan will be 
led by Koo Chen-fu, chairman of the 
Taiwan Straits Exchange Foundation. 

Taiwan wants to talk about economic 
and other issues. China wants to discuss 
issues linked to unification. (WP) 


Hone Rons Pollution 


mg Kong Pi 
Hits Record Levels 


HONG KONG — Hong Kong air pol- 
lution hit record levels this week and 
remained high Wednesday, prompting 
warnings and calls for organ measures. 

As a heavy haze obscured the harbor 
views, the government’s Roadside Air 
Pollution Index on Tuesday hit 167 in 
Causeway Bay, a district with heavy 

traffic and tall buildings- 
That was foe highest since the index, 
which measures roadside air quality, was 
introduced June IS. (Reuters) 


Seoul Acts to Punish 
10,000 for Corruption 


SEOUL — More than 10,000 civil 
servants, including two assistant cabinet 
ministers, have been dismissed or rep- 
rimanded in an anti-corruption cam- 
paign, foe government said Wednesday. 

At foe coder of President Kim Dae 
Jung, foe agency charged with govern- 
ment management said it had been con- 
ducting a secret probe of ministries and 
state-funded organizations since July. 

About 500 officials were fired for tak- 
ing bribes, foe agency said, including two 
deputy cabinet ministers and 23 other 
senior officials indicted on bribery 
charges. 

The remainder of the civil servants and 
officials were subjected to cuts in salary 
and other forms of disciplinary actions, 
the news release said. ( AP) 


Ms. Lewinsky testified last month 
that after saying she would not talk 
without a lawyer, Mr. Stair’s aides 
warned that she could face 27 years 
in prison on charges of perjury, ob- 
struction of justice and witness tam- 
pering in foe Paula Jones case. 

She also testified that they told her 
she would lose her chance fra an 
immunity deal on those potential 
charges if she called her lawyer, that 
they threatened to prosecute her 
mother, that they even discouraged 
bra from calling her mother. 

“You’re 24, you’re smart, you’re 
old enough,” said a deputy to Mr. 
Stair, JaddeBennett Jr., according to 
Ms. Lewinsky’s grand jury testi- 
mony. “Yon don’t need to call your 
mommy.” 

Mr. Starr has denied that Ms. Lew- 
insky was mistreated, and some legal 
experts say his underlings’ efforts to 
dissuade her from calling her attor- 
ney were perfectly legitimate. 

Months later, when her later at- 
torney went to court to try to enforce 
what he said was a subsequent deal 
with Mr. Starr — and buttressed his 
case with allegations prosecutors had 
mistreated her in that mat meeting — 
a federal judge rejected foe com- 
plaint. 


ig woman who is obviously 
_ Jtened to death and discourage 
her from seeking counsel. There’s no 
question about it: This was pros- 
ecutorial misconduct” 

It was fair play, countered others. 
“She was a grownup, and die 
wasn’t in custody. That’s the way the 
game is played,” said Akhil Amar, a 
Yale Law School professor of con- 
stitutional law and criminal proce- 
dure. “I’m sure criminal defease at- 
torneys don’t like it; bat foe fact is, 
prosecutors want to get at the truth, 
so they try to discourage witnesses 
from calling their lawyers. ” 

During bra testimony on Aug. 20, 
Ms. Lewinsky told the grand jury 
that foe first thing she told the FBI 
agents was that she would not talk 
without an attorney. She said she 
only agreed to go with them because 
they told her “that was fine, but I 
should know I won’t be given as 
much information and won’t be able 
to help myself as much with my 
attorney there.” 

She also testified that she had been 
told not to call Mr. Carter because he 
might tip off his friend Vernon 
Jordan Jr. about foe still -secret in- 
vestigation, and that someone told 
her Mr. Crater would not be able to 
help much anyway because he was 
not a criminal attorney. 


new attorney, William Ginsburg. 

She ate dinner with Mr. Emmick 
and an FBI agent in foe mall. She 
went to foe bathroom at Macy’s. She 
withdrew money from an automatic- 
teller machine. 

At 12J0 AJVL, according to Mr. 
Stair’s log, she thanked foe agents 
and prosecutors “for being so kind 
and considerate.” It was six months 
before she agreed to cooperate with 
Mr. Starr's office. 

Several legal analysts said the Su- 
preme Court has given prosecutors a 
lot of leeway in questioning wit- 


nesses who are nor in custody. They 
the con- 


can set traps, warn about 
sequences, even lie. 

But in her grand jury testimony, 
Ms. Lewinsky claimed that she felt 
threatened in the hotel room crowded 
with prosecutors and FBI agents, and 
thought she would be arrested if she 
tried to leave. 

At one point, she said, she sat in 
the room sobbing fra two hoars. At 
2:29 PJML, according to Mr. Starr’s 
log, she said, “If I leave now, you 
will charge me now.” 

At 2:50 P.M., she suggested taking 
a taxi to her attorney’s office. The 
responses were not recorded. 

Some commentators are suggest- 
ing that foe prosecutors may have 
taken Ms. Lewinsky into “psycho- 

In/yJ/vil i* * _ a «.T_ a. .1 


on Tuesday, Representa- 
tive Henry 'Hyde of Illinois, chairman of 
fote Judiciary Committee, said it was 
“very premature” to talk about nego- 
tiating an agreement with the White 
House. 

But Mr. McCuny said the White 
House understood that it was Mr. Gin- 
grich, a possible Republican presidential 
candidate In 2000, who was calling the 
shots in the Judiciary Committee. , 

Another Democrat who has fostered 
the idea of a negotiated solution to the 
crisis, Senator John Kerry of Massachu- 
setts, said Wednesday that the speed at 
which Republicans conclude the matter 
would be^'a test of their good faith.” 

Mr. Kerry had called Sunday for Mr. 
Clinton to go before the Judiciary Com- 
mittee and explain himself as part of an 
agreement to drop any plan for impeach- 
ment hearings. 

He said Wednesday that there was no 
reason foe matter could not be brought 
quickly to a close. “This is a simple gS 
case,” he said on CNN. “Everyone^ 
knows what happened.” 

To the Republican insistence that foe 
investigation of charges against Mr. 
Clinton has only begun, Mr. Kerry said 
that If Republicans “want a stipulation 
from foe White House of a whole set of 
facts, I believe they could get that.’ ' 

The broadcast Monday of Mr. Qin- 
ton’s taped grand jury testimony in the 
case appeared to have given Democrats 
some relief from the unrelanring bad 
news since the Starr report was released. 

House Democrats, particularly in tra- 
ditionally Democratic areas, said they 

in Mr. CUntorfs if 3ebo5 

was lanced, and the fever has broken,' 


ItepresesMative Edward Markey, a Mas-^ 


sactmsetts Democrat, tokl The Washing- 
ton Post “Last week the calls were cran- 


ing in . 3 to 2 against foe president, but 
today it’s 3 or 4 to 1 in favor.” 


The Judiciary Committee is to meet 
Thursday to consider the release of an 
ralditional 16 boxes of evidence from 
Kenneth Stair, the independent counsel. 

Bickering over release of documents, 
and the pace at which to proceed, has 
riven the Judiciary Committee along 
sharp, partisan hues. Republicans famil- 
iar with the remaining material said no 
be revealed, 
anything new,” said 


major surprises woul< 
“I haven't seen an 


But even though no court has ruled She said Mr. Starr’s aides did give logical custody’ ’ and that theyhad an ■ foaReouMican ’ 

the prosecutors’ tactics legally no- her a number for another attorney to ethical obligation to off when The nextretei 


Representative James Rogan, a Califor- 


sound — and Ms. Lewinsky is now 
cooperating with the Starr investi- 
gation — she was clearly traumat- 
ized by her grueling confrontation in 
Room 1012 of the hotel 

When one of foe grand jurors 
asked her about tile Jan. 16 en- 
counter, she would not discuss it 
until Mr. Emmick left the room. 

Even Mr. Stair’s records make 
clear that his aides played hardball at 
the Ritz-Cariton, informing Ms. 
Lewinsky that she was the subject of 
a criminal investigation, then ad- 
vising her that ‘The offer to discuss 
her legal status was not being offered 
to her attorney, hot to Lewinsky 
alone.” 

But some experts said that Mr. 
Starr was well within his rights to 
impose whatever conditions he 
wanted on foe discussions, as long as 
Ms. Lewinsky was free to go and free 
to say k no. 

They said there may be a right to 
counsel, but not to an immunity 
deaL 

“It’s utterly outrageous,” said 
Neal Sonnett, a Miami defense law- 
yer who once ran the criminal di- 
vision of foe U.S. attorney ’s office in 
South Florida. “You can’t take a 


call, but she refused because she did 
not trust them. Still,' Ms. Lewinsky 
admitted in her testimony that she 
had been repeatedly told she was 
under no obligation to stay with Mr. 
Starr’s deputies on Jan. 16. 

They did read Ms. Lewinsky her 
rights. Alone point, they let her leave 
the room alone to make a phone call 
She eventually did call her mother, 
Marcia Lewis, who took a train to 
Washington, and she did talk to a 


she w^ted to^Oktoa lawyer. ~ 

g^f^-iSingsomepr^teD- 


hiding i 


=§£e ss ' s,sa ss-tas-sss 

Wereally ^ ex<mlpa^ 


would have none of it 
want to know about that day," a juror 


said. 


and demanded that he do so. Hedidnot 
elaborate as to what that might be. 


Carter and Bush Speak Out on the White House Scandal 


The Associated Press 

< ATLANTA — Framer President 
Jimmy Carter says he does not think 
President Bill Clinton told the truth 
in grand jury testimony and expects 
the House to vote to impeach mm. 

But in his annua l question-and- 
answer session with Emm y Univer- 
sity students, Mr. Carter also said he 
did not expect the Senate to remove 
Mr. Qinzon from office. 

Mr. Carter said he did not believe 
Mr. Clinton told the truth either in his 
deposition for the Paula Jones sexual 


harassment lawsuit or daring his testi- 
mony for foe grand jury led by foe 
special prosecutor, Kenneth Starr. 

He said he has “deplored and 
been deeply embarrassed about” 
Mr. Oinlon’s relationship with 
Monica Lewinsky. 

“And I have also deplored and 
been embarrassed by the reaction to 
it, the overemphasis of it, the matter 
in which a very serious political and 
legal issue has been addressed,” he 
said Tuesday. 

Mr. Carter said foe presidency and 


the country will survive this “em- 
barrassing circumstance” even if “a 
lot of damage has been done.” 

Former President Grange Bush, in 
a television interview, was reluctant 
to CTitiaze Mr. Clinton. 

*f? s gffltenougjh critics out there 
now,” Mr. Bush said. 

Asked if foe presidency has been 
dashed by Mr. Clinton, Mr. 
Bush respond^: “This office is 
any one person. 
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THIS MONTH 

A NEW AIR TRAVEL EXPERIENCE 

TAKES WING. 



One of two MEGATOP 747s with the special livery designed to celebrate our service transformation. 


On 13th September, 1998, a very 
special MEGATOP 747 took off 
from Singapore Changj Airport on 
our first round-the-world flight that 
began a new chapter in air travel. 

First, Raffles and Economy Class customers can 
now enjoy new levels of comfort, cuisine and 
entertainment with the transformation of our 
inflight and ground service. 

SPLENDOUR 

First Class customers can experience our new 
personalised ground service as soon 
as they alight from their cars at 
Singapore Changi Airport. They, 
are now greeted and escorted into 
our new First Class Reception, an 
elegant lounge where their check-in 
is taken care of by our Premium Service staff. 

On board, Singapore Airlines has created the 
world’s most exclusive First Class cabin, hosting no 
more than 12 customers in our unique and luxurious 
seats,* crafted to meet the highest standards of 
comfort, spaciousness and privacy. 

Upholstered in soft Connolly leather and 
trimmed with burr wood, the seats feature the world’s 
largest 14-inch personal video screens. And for a 


great night’s sleep, built-in air mattresses inflate as 
the seats transform into flat beds, laid out with fresh 
linen and soft, down-filled duvets. 

Dining in First Class is now an even more 
refined experience, with a restaurant style of service 
that lets customers eat as and when they please, on 
elegant serviceware by French design house, Givenchy. 

ELEGANCE 

Raffles Class customers will be delighted by 
the sophisticated new cabin which exudes an 
ambience of contemporary elegance, specially 

created by Givenchy. 

The generous seat pitch and 
recline on the. plush new Italian- 
designed seats* give a first class 
feeling of unparalleled comfort 
The seats also feature the world’s 
first adjustable privacy screens and, as in our First 
Class, lap-top power supply. 

Economy Class customers 

will also enjoy a refreshing new 

environment and an increased 

level of personal comfort in 

seats that offer added support, 

with footrests and adjustable The 1 4 "Kris World screen 

is simply 

winged headrests. the biggest in the sky. 




Singapore Airlines has created the world's most 
exclusive First Class cabin. 



DINING AND 
ENTERTAINMENT 

All customers in all classes are served our exclusive 
new World Gourmet Cuisine , created for Singapore 
Airlines by a panel of internationally celebrated chefs. 

The superb dishes are 
accompanied by fine wines 
selected by our panel of 
Masters of Wine. For the 
first time. Economy Class 
customers will enjoy a free 
flow of champagne. 

In First Class, there is And KrisWorld, the 

a choice ofDom Pirignon or 

Krug Champagne. . .. world’s most advanced 

personal inflight entertainment system, offers more 
than 60 entertainment options. Enjoy the biggest 
show in the sky, in every seat, in every class. 

These outstanding enhancements can now be 
enjoyed aboard all our MEGATOP 747 flights.* * 

For more than a quarter of a century, Singapore 
Airlines has provided a standard of inflight service 
even other airlines talk about. They’ll now have 
even more to talk about. 

Singapore Airlines. Now more than ever, 
a great way to fly. SinGAPORE AIRLIHE5 

http://awmsingoporeair.com 




m Available on 


MEGATOP 74“ aircraft only and being fitted progressively. * * Many of the service enhancements are also available on our JUBILEE 777 and CELESTARA340 flights. 
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By James F. Clarity 

New fork Times Service 


■ DUBLIN — Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahern of Ireland and Mo Mowlam, the 
highest British official in Northern Ire- 
land, sought Wednesday to devise a 
compromise in the growing dispute over 
disarmament of the Irish Republican 
Anny. 

; After an 80-minute meeting, Mr. 
Ahem, and Ms. Mowlam, the Northern 
Ireland secretary, said they were mak- 
ing progress on a number of issues in- 
volving the peace agreement. 

! But, significantly, they did not say 
progress had been made on the problem 


of disarmament of the IRA arsenaL The 
IRA has observed a cease-fire for 14 
months, but has repeatedly said it will 
not disarm. 


This has led to problems for its polit- 
ical wing, Sinn rein, whose members 
are seeking important posts in the new 
Northern Ireland Assembly. 

In recent days, the dispute has ac- 
celerated, creating a sense of growing 
crisis in the enactment of the Northern 
Ireland peace agreement readied in die 
spring and aimed at ending pe rman e n tly 
the sectarian violence between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants in the British 


province. 

“In some of these issues there are 


difficulties,” Mr. Ahem said. Ms. 
Mowlam said she was sure that even- 

a the IRA would disarm, but of- 
pointed out that she declined to 
address the key point of the- dispute: 
exactly when the disarmament might 

^flr.Ahem told Ms. Mowlam that the 
announcement on Tuesday that Britain 
was withdrawing about 500 of the 
17,500 troops it -has in the North was 
helpful. Officials and experts sa id the 
prime minister meant die withdrawal 
would be seen as a concession to the 
IRA and its, political wing, Sinn' Fein. 

On Tuesday night, Mr. Ahem and 
David Trimble, the first minister of die 


EU Orders New Exams After Cheating Furor 


The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — Tens of thousands 
< of candidates seeking jobs at the Euro- 
pean Commission will have to repeat 
exams after the European Union an- 
! nulled the tests Wednesday because of 
; cheating allegations. 

; “There are sufficient suspicions of 

i leaks in at least one of the preselection 

tests," said Erklri T iilrancn, the of- 
: ficial in charge of personnel at the 
' European Commission, the EU’s ex- 
'. ecutive branch. 


Competiti on is intense for jobs at 
the EUuistitntions. On Sept 14, there 
were 31,000 people who took the ex- 
am for administrative posts at the com- 
mission in 38 centers across the 15- 
nation EU. 

Only 475 people were to have been 
selected for a short list to fill posts in 
the European bureaucracy, and they 
were to undergo further testing. 

Ca ndidates talcing the exams in 
Rome and Brussels co m plained of 
cheating, including reports that ques- 


tions had been leaked in advance and 
rhat some «»nrtiriatgs had been able to 
mflVft mobile phone calls from toilets 
in the exam centers. 

The Harris for the commission s 
level- A jobs, which require a univer- 
sity degree, were the first to be held in 
five years. EU officials said the exam 
had cost 12. million European cur- 


rency units ($1.4 million). 

Mr. I iikane n said an investigation 
had been launched to find oat who was 
responsible far the leaks. 


Turkish Court Upholds Jail Ruling for Mayor 


i nciMcr a 

■ ANKARA — A court upheld a 10-month jail sentence 
Wednesday against the popular mayor of Turkey’s biggest 
pity on public order charges in a fresh legal blow to the large 
Islamist opposition. . . . 

! The Appeals Court in Ankara said m a statement that the 
Oiling against- Istanbul's mayor, Rccep Tayyip Erdogan, was 
approved by a vote of 4 to 1. „ . 

: The verdict means that Mr. Erdogan, often tipped as a future 

national leader of the Islamist movement, looks set to lose his 
status as mayor and faces a lifetime ban from public office. 


Legal sources said the mayor was likely to be jailed in the 
coming weeks unless his lawyers could lodge a further last- 

minute appeaL . . _ 

Mr. Erdogan, 44, was sentenced by a lesser court in April 
for “provoking hatred” by reciting a poem deemed as en- 
couraging Islamist extremism in a speech to supporters. 

‘ ‘The mosques are our barracks, the domes our helmets, the 
minarets our bayonets and the faithful our soldiers.” he told a 
rally in the southeastern town of Siiit in December. _ 

The mayor, who has run Istanbul since 1994, said his speech 
was a call for an end to the Kurdish rebel conflict in the area. 


Diana’s Bodyguard Sues Rite and Car Suppliei 


The Associated Press 

i PARIS — Trevor Rees-Jones, the 
bodyguard and sole survivor of the car 
crash that killed Diana, Princess of 
Wales, filed suit Wednesday against the 

^itz Hotel and the Etoile-Lnnousme car 
service for “endangering the lives of 
^there.” 

1 At the time of foe crash on Aug. 31, 


1997 in Paris, Mr. Rees-Jones was an 
employee of the Ritz's owner, Mo- 
hamed al Fayed. He is the father of Dodi 
al Fayed, Duma's companion, who also 
died in foe crash. 

The driver of the car, Henri Paul, 
chief of security at foe Ritz, who also 
was killed In the crash, was legally 
drunk and taking prescription drugs fra: 


depression at the time. The legal action 
cites both theRitz and Etoile-Limousine 


for “foiling to provide a licensed 
driver” for the Mercedes in which the 


Assembly, called on the IRA to disclose 
when it might begin to disarm, and 
asked Sinn Fein to try to find oul Sum 
Fem has not replied. 

. Also on Tuesday, Mir. Trimble met 
with Gerry Adams, foe Sinn Fein pres- 
ident; whose position has been chat dis- 
armament would only come as part or an 

overall enactment of foe political pro- 
visions of foe new-peace agreefflent that 
is to give Catholics more power in foe 
province. The agreement is to be en- 
acted by May 2000, and Sinn Fein has 
i n^rated there will be no disar mam e n t 
before then. .... 

The disarmament dispute, which has 

repeatedly impeded the peace efibrt for 

four years, is between officials of foe 
province's Protestant majority and its 
Catholic minority^how feeing each oth- 
er in the new Assembly. _ 

‘ The Assembly, which is to gain from 
Britain more autonomy in provincial 
gffafrs, is scheduled to set up a pro- 
visional cabinet, which will then par- 
ticipate in a new cross-border body, the 

North-South Ministerial Council, com- 
prising Northern Ireland Catholics and 
Protestants and members from foe over- 
whelmingly Catholic Irish Republic. 
But the process has been stalled over 
IRA disarmament 

Sinn Fein insists that it must now be 
given two ministerial posts in the cab- 
inet, according to the rules of the peace 
agreement. But Protestant Unionists, 
led by Mr. Trimble, insist that foe IRA 
must begin some form of disarmament 
before Sinn. Fein gets ministers. 

S inn Fein accuses Mr. Trimble of 
misinterpreting foe agreement and set- 
ting a condition membership in foe cab- 
inet. 

The agreement only requires all 
parties to weak toward disarmament 
during the accord’s two-year period. 

Mr. Trimble says that it is implicit in 
foe wgnwnmnt that some disarmament 

must start soon, before foe cabinet is 
fniftd Mr. Adams says this is a con- 
dition not included in the peace agree- 
ment 

The issue threatens to create the first 
crisis in the peace effort since foe agree- 
ment was reached by Protestant and 
Catholic leaders in April, and approved 
in referendums in May in the North and 
in foe Irish Republic. 

The North-South Council, giving foe 
Irish Republic more influence in North- 
ern Ireland affairs, is to meet next 

fprmth- 

Trich officials feel that without Sinn 
Fein present to represent foe IRA, the 
body would be ineffectual. IRA policy 
still calls for the end of British sov- 





SS^ E^and. Eight people were cheeked for contaminatkHU 


Siemens Plans Fund 
For Slave Laborers 


BERLIN — : Following Volks- 
wagen’s lead, Siemens announced 
plans Wednesday for a fond of 20 
million Deutsche marks to com- 
pensate former slave laborers who 
were forced to work far foe company 
during World War H. 

The electronics giant, along with 
VW, is one of several German busi- 
nesses under pressure from lawsuits 
in -the United States and threats of 
more at home from Naad-era vic- 
tims. 

Last week, Volkswagen became 
foe first of these firms to agree to 
payments when it announced its own 
fond of 20 million Deutsche marks 
($12 million) after arguing for years 
that it had no legal duty to pay back 
wages for labor that it said was forced 
on it by foe Nazi war machine. 

Siemens bad a similar change of 
heart Almost a year ago, at its I50fo 
anniv ersary celebrations, the com- 
pany insisted that it could do no more 
for its former slave laborers than ex- 
press “deepest regrets.” 

Krupp, Daimler-Benz, Audi and 
BMW are also named in a New York 
suit sacking restitution for thousands 
of former slave laborers. (AP) 


ganized Bosnia’s general election on 
lent 12 and 13 said Wednesday that 
it would not be able to announce foe 
results until Friday at foe earliest be- 
cause of technical problems. 

The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe first said it 
planned to make the results known 


A Serbian ultranationalist, Nikola 
Poplasen, is widely believed to have 
defeated foe Western-backed incum- 
bent, Biljana Plavsic, in the contest 
fra the presidency of Bosnia’s Ser- 
bian entity. (Reuters) 


Spying Laid to Finn 


HELSINKI — A Finnish Foreign 


Minis try official is suspected of pro- 
viding Russia with confidential in? 


hiding Russia with confidentia l in? 
foimation about foe European Union 
and has been questioned, the ministry 
said Wednesday. 

Two employees at the Russian Em- 
bassy in Helsinki who are believed to 


be the recipients of the unspecified 
documents left F inland at foe end of 


documents left F inland at foe end of 
the summer. One left voluntarily and 
the other was encouraged to do so, a 
Foreign Ministry undersecretary, 
Jukka Vahasaari, said on Finnish 
public television. 

r V. • i » _ j. j , ..l. 


He said he did not expect foe in- 
dent to lead to any diplomatic re- 


princess was riding. 


Mr. Paul did not have foe type of 

^nsereaniredbvlawtodityetheMer- 


ticense required by law to drive the Mer- 
cedes 280S sedan, which was provided 
to the Ritz by Etotie-Limousine. 


ereignty in foe province. 

The North-South Council was a com- 
promise in the peace agreement that 
would retain British authority, bat give 
Catholics more of a voice. 


Serb Results Slowed 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Heraegovina 
- — The international body that or- 


to lead to any diplomatic re- 
percussions. 

. In Moscow, tire Russian Foreign 
Ministry expressed “bewilderment 
and regret” and said it would for- 
mulate a more concrete response in a 
few days. (AFP) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


UN Debates a Demand 
For Kosovo Cease-Fire 

Resolution Called a Warning to Milosevic 


By Barbara Crosse tte 

• New York Tima Service 


UNITED NATIONS, New York — 
Overcoming Russian reservations, the 
Security Council approved on Wednes- 
day a resolution demanding an imme- 
diate cease-fire in Kosovo and an end to 
Serbian attacks on civ ilians 

The vote was 14-0, with China ab- 
staining. 

The resolution, which carries the im- 
plicit threat of force from NATO if fight- 
ing does not end, is intended to serve as 
a strong warning to President Slobodan 
Milosevic, diplomats said. 

They acknowledged that differences 
of interpretation remain on whether this 
action authorizes NATO to proceed with 
military action, an issue that has divided - 
Russia and the United States. 

Calling the resolution “sufficient un- 
to the day,” Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine of France said that the Security 
Council can wait before battling out the 
next stage in its course of action. What 
was important, he said, was a unified 
from against the Serbs. 

The United States has argued that 
NATO does not need a Security Council 
resolution to take action in Kosovo bnt 
agreed to back the British and French 
governments, which wanted the action 
to be taken in tandem with NATO dis- 
cussions on potential military re- 
sponses. 

Russia’s representative, Sergei Lav- 
rov. said Tuesday that Moscow could 
accept the resolution because it did not' 
specifically call for military action. 

On Tuesday night, Igor Ivanov, the 
new Russian foreign minister, had ap- 
peared to rule out approval for military 
action. Western nations h«d feared a 
Russian veto in the council and worked 
hard over the last few days to persuade 
the Russians to back a resolution more as 
a warning to President Milosevic than as 
a prelude to attack. 

To underline Russia's interests and 
the council's unity in its message to Mr. 
Milosevic, the resolution reiterated on- 
kept promises that the Seth president 
. made to President Boris Yeltsin of Ros- 
'sia in June and renews demands that 
those pledges be met. 

The resolution only skirts the issue of 
how to deal with the Kosovo Liberation 
Army, an ethnic Albanian force righting 
the Serbs in the Kosovo region. 

Mr. Vedrine said that the countries, 
framing a response to the Kosovo crisis 
would have to rind away to bring greater 
pressure on the secessionists in Kosovo 


to join a cease-fire and a dialo gue and 
not be further inflamed by the most 
radical elements in their movement. 

Mr. Milosevic has broken previous 
understandings with the R ussians . The 
resolution, proposed by Britain and 
Prance, restates Moscow’s d«marwfa on 
the Serbs, including an agreement to 
allow European Union observers mtn 
Kosovo, to guarantee access for relief 
agencies and to provide for the safe 
return of refugees. 

The main thrust of the resolution, 
however, is its demands — supported by 
its status as a Chapter 7 resolution, 
which under the United Nations Charter 
makes it militarily enforceable — that 
the Serbs a nd their ethnic Albanian op- 
ponents in Kosovo cease hostilities im- 
mediately and begin a serious dialogue. 
It also calls for an end to Serbian attacks 
on the civilian population. 

The resolution is part of a two- 
pronged campaign being mounted by 
Washington, which has taken the po- 
sition that it does not need Security 
Council backing for military action. 

The council action is being pursued 
along with a request to begin contin- 
gency planning tor action in Kosovo. 
That planning inc l u des the lining np of 
pledges of military support fromNATO 
members and others who may want to 
become involved. 

An Ameri can official took pains Tues- 
day to describe this NATO action as a step 
in phuming, not a first step to war. Qinton 
a dm i nis t ration officials are also rnrigtenf 
that the introduction of American ground 
troops is far from present plans . 

In his speech Wednesday, Mr. Ivanov, 
the Russian foreign minis ter, also 
warned a gains t the use of military force 
in Iraq and raised the possibility that 
Russia will argue in die coming crucial 
months on that issue that Iraq is no lon ger 
a threat to its neighbors and therefore 
deserves some relief from sanctions. 

■ France Ads on Terrorism 

France proposed Wednesday that the 
UN adopt a new international conven- 
tion to strike at the sources of funding for 
terrorism, Reuters reported. 

Mr. Vedrine said the permanent threat 
of terror made necessaiy new legal means 
to seize or freeze the assets of groups and 
individuals involved in acts of political 
violence. He said France would present a 
draft convention to the current General 
Assembly session after reaching agree- 
ment on it with experts from the Group of 
Seven leading industrialized nations, 
Russia and foe European Union. 


U.K. to Press Rushdie Case in Iran Talks 


By Sarah Lyall 

New York Times Service 


LONDON — The British govern- 
ment said Wednesday foal it would 
continue to press Iran to lift foe death 
sentence against the author S alman 
Rushdie when its foreign secretary, 
Robin Cook, meets the Iranian foreign 
minister in New York on Thursday. 

“We’re working to achieve a res- 
olution to foe problem that is going to 
be acceptable to both sides,” said a 
spokesman for the Foreign Office. 
“We’ve always taken the opportunity 
to press for assurances of Salman 
Rushdie's safety, and that is what 
Robin Cook will be doing when be 
meets Kamal Kharazi tomorrow.’’ 

President Mohammed Khatami of 
Iran seemed to signal a softening of 
Iran’s position on Tuesday, when he 
told reporters that “we should con- 
sider the Salman Rushdie affair as 
completely finished.” 


But Britain has always insisted that 
nothing short of a complete lifting of 
the death sentence, as well as the re- 
vocation of the $2J5 million bounty on 
Mr. Rushdie’s head pledged by a rev- 
olutionary foundation in Tehran, 
would be an acceptable solution to the 
problem. 

After he wrote “The Satanic 
Verses,” Mr. Rushdie was accused of 
blasphemy against Islam and con- 
demned to death in a religious decree 
by foe late Ayatollah Rubollah 
Khomeini in 1989. 

Since then, be has lived in a number 
of safe bouses around London, 
guarded around foe clock by members 
of the Special Branch. After he and 
several representatives from the In- 
temation af Rushdie Defense Commit- 
tee met with members of the Foreign 
Office on Wednesday, the committee 
issued a statement saying that it re- 
mained “cautiously optimistic” 
about Thursday’s meeting. 


LEBED: Trying to Make Inflation Illegal 


i 


Continued from Page 1 


tricted. Virtually nobody thinks the con- 
trols are a substitute for a national 
strategy to rescue Russia from its eco- 
nomic malaise. But with Prime Minister 
Yevgeni Primakov still struggling to 
form a national cabinet, there is no over- 
arching plan. 

Mr. Lebed owes his post to Krasno- 
yarsk’s economic distress. Tapping the 
deep well of discontent, he sewed an 
upset victory over the region’s incum- 
bent governor in a bitter race last 
spring. . . 

An immense region one-founh me 
size of the United States, Krasnoyarsk 
has some of the nation’s largest factories 
along with its Siberia-size economic 
problems. But Mr. Lebed assured the 
voters that foe region needed an ex- 
perienced crisis manager, not an econ- 

•^Certainly, Mr. Lebed has been sorely 

With foe collapse of foe ruble inAu- 

gust, tax revenues plummwed- Fame 

buying cleared the shelves of baby food 
and cold medicine, leaving foe region 
with dangerously small reserves. 

Lasr week, residents in foe city of 
Krasnoyarsk, the administrative capital 
of foe region, found themselves wifoout 
hot water when foe central utility ran 

short of coaL . 

The only bright spot came when Mr. 

Lebed hosted a glazy P°P^n 
festival, which was sponsored by one or 
Russia’s leading television n^wojks — 
a brief distraction in what may be one of 
the toughest winters in yeare. 

Chastened by his region s economic 
woes. Mr. Lebed no IoogCTtalks c«i- 
fidently about single-handedly turning 
foe situation around. 

Krasnoyarsk, he says, newt 

share of foe nation’s tax receq*s and 
lower railroad freight ao ^ t ^ tn ^ 
rates to thrive over foe long term. 

ft is Mr. Lebed’s short-term plan. 


however, that has led Krasnoyarsk’s cit- 
izens to draw (he political battle lines. 
Anxious to quell the economic turmoil 
sweeping the nation, Mr. Lebed has de- 
creed controls on the price of meat, fish, 
bread, flour, cereal, pasta, beverages and 
coal. 

Under Mr. Lebed’s system, producers 
who want to raise foe wholesale price of 
goals need to appeal to a panel of gov- 
ernment officials at least five days in 
advance. Officially, no ceiling on 
wholesale prices was set But a Lebed 
aide has proclaimed that producers 
should be satisfied with a 2 percent 
profit 

Retail {vices are regulated according 
to a formula: Shop owners are not al- 
lowed to sell their food and beverages 
for more than 10 percent above what 
they paid. Krasnoyarsk’s tax inspectors 
are conducting spot checks to make 
sure. 

Mr. Lebed has emerged in opinion 
polls in recent weeks as foe most popular 

alternative to foe Communists. But his 
brand of capitalism v- ills populist and 
vague. 

“I am rartainly on the verge of break- 
ing the law but I think my measures are 
justified,” Mr. Lebed said this month. 
“The emergency situation is compelling 
me to take emergency measures.” 

Defending his price controls, Mr. 
Lebed said they were needed to head off 
a wave of frenzied buying. 

Another goal, be said, was to stop 
profiteering by local producers, who 
were taking advantage of foe crisis to 
ratchet up their prices. 

“Why should milk become more ex- 
pensive?” he asked. “Has foe price of 
cows gone up?” 

Mr. Lebedis not the only one to turn to 

^Thed^M of Kaliningrad, isolated on 
foe Baltic, has declared a state of emer- 
gency. The tax police in Novgorod have 
prowled through the city, finmg shops 
far exorbitant prices. 



BRIEFLY 


Ethnic Albanian refugees from Kosovo going about their daily routine in an abandoned plant near Sarajevo. 

AIRLINE: Debt-Laden Philippine Flag Carrier Is Closed Down 


Continued from Page 1 

union representing foe airline’s 7,000 
employees. 

Declaring he had “exhausted all rem- 
edies,” Mr. Estrada said, 4 ’Everything is 
over, PAL is closed.** 

Mr. Tan, who took over the flagship 
carrier in a bitter, protracted battle sev- 
eral years ago, refused to relent in his 
final offer requiring workers to agree to 
suspend collective bargaining for 10 
years in return for a 20 percent stake in 
foe airline. 

Leaders of both foe company and the 
union said the talking was over, although 
no one dismissed the possibility of sale 
of a portion of the airline to a new 
company. 

There was also foe possibility of vi- 
olence erupting in an atmosphere of bit- 
ter recriminations over the failure of last- 
minute talks. 

“We will take legal or extralegal ac- 
tion to protect the interests of the union 
members,” said Gary Rivera, vice pres- 
ident of the Philippine Airlines Employ- 
ees Association. 

In the rough and tumble of Philippine 
politics, observers in Manila said, it was 
impossible to say that negotiations had 
For good. 


“Anything can happen in secret 
talks,” said Thomas Diethelm. a veteran 
Manila correspondent for Swiss Broad- 
casting Coro. But, he added, “It doesn't 
look good . A 

After a send off that mingled songs 
and tears and anger over foe demise of 
Asia’s oldest airline, the final outbound 
flight, packed with 38 1 passengers, flew 
to Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

While foe plane was still eight hours 
from its destination, another plane ar- 
rived from Tokyo via Cebu, in the cen- 
tral Philippines, disgorging disbeliev- 
ing, weeping crew members and 
passengers. 

Three hours later, foe airline closed its 
doors. 

“We may never fly this way again,” 
sang Alfred Magbanua. the pilot on foe 
final flight into Manila, as he stepped off 
his Airbus A330, to foe tune of “We 
May Never Love Like This Again.” and 
government officials agreed. 

There was no way, said the pres- 
idential spokesman. Jerry Barican, that 
foe government would take over the 
airline, which it auctioned off as a lost 
cause in 1992. 

“There is no money for it,” he said. 
“It seems to be a bottomless pit.” 

By the time it shot down, the airline 


was $2.1 billion in debt with only 14 of 
its 52 planes in flying condition. 

For foe Philippines, the demise of its 
national airline is one of the most 
wrenching financial catastrophes in Asia 
since the economic crisis began to hit foe 
region in earnest a year ago. 

Mr. Tan, who made most of his bil- 
lions from a company called Fortune 
Tobacco during the Marcos era, battled 
to take control of Philippine Airlines as a 
prestige entity that he believed he could 
turn into a money-maker. Promising that 
PAL would soon become the greatest 
airline in Asia, he announced a $4 bi I lion 
expansion plan two years ago. 

His dream vanr' -d. however, when it 
became clear that the Philippines, like 
Thailand Malaysia and Indonesia, 
would become a victim of foe Asian 
financial crisis. 

PAL has also had to fight a strong 
labor movement that staged a 22-day 
pilots’ strike in June. Government of- 
ficials have asserted that former Com- 
munist agitators influenced the union. 

In foe min utes before midnight, the 
government announced that the air force 
would handle shipment of vital supplies, 
including medical equipment, using its 
six cargo planes. But an official admitted 
that three of the six could not fly. 


GERMANY: Calculations Start in View of a ‘Grand Coalition ’ 


Controlled from Page 1 

predicted would be a very high turnout 

“The mood in our campaign rallies 
has tipped over into excitement,” he 
said 

“When it’s there, you can’t miss it 
It’s there now, and it’s extremely fa- 
vorable for us.” 

Mr. Schroeder, asked privately here 
late last week about foe race, said that it 
would be very close, but that he would 
win with a margin of 2 percent 

Since then, in an apparent effort to 
reassure centrist voters after moving 
away from his theme of The New Middle 
toward more left-wing tones, the Social 
Democratic candidate said his 
would serve as junior partner in a 
Coalition if necessary. 

In this event, with no majority for an 
alliance between the Social Democrats 
and Greens, Mr. Schroeder has made it 
clear he would return to his post as 
minister-president of Lower Saxony, 
leaving Oskar Lafontaine, the SPD 
chairman, to become vice chancellor un- 
der Mr. Schaeuble. 

Wednesday, Mr. Kohl, who has fre- 
quently said he would not participate in 
any Grand Coalition, acknowledged for 
the first time foe possibility that one 
could cone into being. In a complex 
election situation, with candidates ap- 
pealing to fine shadings of voter in- 
terests, this appeared to be the chan- 
cellor's way or suggesting a vote for him 
meant, at foe very least, that Christian 
Democratic leadership could be assured 


in a new government formed by foe two 
bigpaities. 

Mr. Kohl said in a television interview 
he could not imagine his party serving as 
second fiddle in a Grand Coalition, but 
this was far from the majority view 
among Christian Democrats, who are 
aware of die popularity among voters of 
such an association. 

The Grand Coalition option is at the 
center of political considerations now 
because polling organizations' projec- 
tions show that if foe Party of Demo- 
cratic Socialism, foe re-named East Ger- 
man Communists, enters foe Bundestag 
alongside the CDU, SPD, Free Demo- 
crats and Greens, no other workable 
majority is at hand. 

Most of the polls also say that in 
mathematical terms, a return to Parlia- 
ment by the Communists is by itself 
sufficient to block a coalition between 
the SPD and foe Greens. 

With foe realities of foe domestic 
political landscape ruling out the pos- 
sibility of a single party’s winning a 
majority, coalitions have been a fact of 
German political life since foe Federal 
Republic was bom. 

Leadership of a Grand Coalition, 
which ran West Germany between the 
CDU government of Ludwig Erhard and 
tire SPD government of Willy Brandt, 
would go to the party winning the most 
Bundestag sears. 

Both parties are compelled to be ex- 
tremely careful in their handling of the 
issue not only because of the obvious 
possible impact ou their own vote totals 


but because of their growing realization 
that such a coalition is an attractive 
prospect for a substantial part of the 
electorate. 

In a poll published this week by foe 
Emnid research organization in Der 
Spiegel magazine. 35 percent of foe can- 
vass thought a Grand Coalition would 
emerge from the election, more than any 
other possible response. Another 35 per- 
cent said they thought a Grand Coalition 
could best solve the country's problems, 
more than any other coalition considered 
in the poll 

The ballot system in Germany does 
not permit individuals to vote for a co- 
alition. but foe procedure is sufficiently 
complex so that voters can fine-tune 
their intentions. 

Voters have two ballots, one for a 
single candidate in their winoer-take-all 
home election district races, and another 
for a list of party candidates in their 
region. Vote-counting involves a mix- 
ture of the direct elections and propor- 
tional representation, with an element of 
special weighting for the parties with 
direct winners. 

Parties enter the Bundestag with three 
direct victories or 5 or more percent of 
the total vote. 

Many voters feel they can influence 
foe general outcome of foe election by 
splitting their votes, choosing their basic 
preference in the direct election, and 
then trying to help a potential coalition 
partner with their second vote. These 
shadings rarely have been as important 
as in Sunday’s vote. 


GREENSPAN: 

Hints at Lower Rates 

Continued from Page 1 

greater thnmt than “excessive weak- 
ness” in the economy. By August, Ms. 
Stone said, the Fed committee felt that, in 
the words of Mr. Greenspan on Sept. 4, 
“the risks had become balanced” be- 
tween inflationary and recessionary 
forces due to 4 ‘dislocations abroad.” 

Now, she said the Fed chairman has 
gone further, with foe idea that the re- 
cessionary risks were likely to intensify. 
Since August, he said Wednesday, “de- 
teriorating foreign economies and the 
spillover to domestic markets have in- 
creased the possibility that the slow- 
down in foe growth of the American 
economy wiH be more than sufficient to 
hold inflation in check.” 

In addition, she said his comments 
were s imilar to those offered in London 
on Tuesday by William McDonough, 
president of tte New York Federal Re- 
serve Bank. Mr. McDonough's views on 
monetary policy are often similar to 
those of Mr. Greenspan. 

Expectations "for a rate cut were 
kindled by Mr. Greenspan's Sept 4 
speech. Ten days later. President Bill 
Clinton gave a speech in New Yak that 
was followed by a communique from 
officials of the Group of Seven industrial 
countries that inchested a coordinated 
rate cut might be m foe offing. 



reenspan, who hinted Wednesday at lower U.S. interest rates. 


Last week, however, Mr. Greenspan 
told a House panel that the G-7 was not 
planning a coordinated move, but he did 
not address the possibility of foe Fed 
reducing rates on its own. Financial mar- 
kets have been volatile in foe past few 
weeks, in part a reflection of changing 


expectations for Fed action. 

Those outside the Fed who favor a rate 
cut argue that it is necessary to shore up 
shaky woridmarioets and take pressure off 
some countries, especially Brazil, where 
an outflow of capital threatens to leave the 
government unable to repay its debts. 


Loyalists in Congo 
Attack Rebel Camp 

GOMA, Democratic Republic of 
the Congo — At least 56 people 
were killed in the east of this country 
on Wednesday when militiamen 
loyal to President Laurent Kabila 
attacked a military camp, rebel of- 
ficials said. 

Residents and rebel soldiers said a 
coalition of Rwandan Hutu Intera- 
hamwe militiamen and traditional 
Mai Mai warriors on Wednesday 
morning attacked a military camp at 
Ndosha, about 4 kilometers (225 
miles) north of Goma. 

A senior rebel leader, Lunda Bu- 
lulu. told reporters that five women 
and one child had been killed in the 
crossfire when the attackers moved 
along a main road adjacent to the 
camp near an orphanage. 

Last week, a coordinated offen- 
sive on Goma involving the Mai 
Mai, foe Imerahamwe and Hutu sol- 
diers from the former Rwandan 
Army, left close to 300 people dead, 
rebel officials said. (Reuters l 

Israeli Opposes 
A Military Plant 

JERUSALEM — The mayor of a 
small Israeli town asked foe Su- 
preme Court on Wednesday to block 
the government from expanding a 
scientific facility in his city because 
according to press reports the facility 
manufactures biological weapons. 

The government said the reports, 
which have appeared in Israeli 
newspapers attributed to unnamed 
“foreign reports,” were inaccurate, 
but citing security reasons, refused 
to say in open court what the in- 
stitute makes. 

The Biological Institute has been 
operating for decades in NesTsiona, 
a small bedroom community south 
of Tel Aviv. In his petition to the 
Supreme Court, foe town's mayor, 
Yossi Shevo, wrote that the institute 
conducts research "in the area of 
biological weapons and manufac- 
tures violent bacteria, which con- 
stitute a danger to the lives of the 
people living in the vicinity of the 
institute.” (AP) 

It’s the Press’s Fault 
In Venezuela, Too 

CARACAS — Venezuela’s de- 
fense minister blamed the media on 
Tuesday for fueling fears of a pos- 
sible coup attempt amid a tense elec- 
tion campaign m which a former 
coup leader tops opinion polls. 

Venezuelan newspapers, radio 
stations and television networks 
have run a number of articles in 
recent weeks speculating on foe pos- 
sibility of a military takeover to pre- 
vent foe front-running candidate, 
Hugo Chavez, from winning 
December's presidential vote. 

But Defense Minister Tito Rincon 
said foe military would remain neu- 
tral in the elections. “The only 
places I have seen unusual situations 
and even talk of a coup is in the 
press.” Mr. Rincon told reporters. 

( Reuters ) 

For the Record 

Relatives of the thousands of 
people who disappeared during 
Peru’s war on leftist guerrillas pro- 
tested in Lima against human rights 
abuses. Scores of Andean peasants, 
mainly women, urged President Al- 
berto Fujimori to investigate about 
5,000 cases of people allegedly kid- 
napped and murdered during the 
I9S0s and early 1 990s. ( Reuters J 


MALAYSIA: 

Wife Is Questioned 

Continued from Page I 

authorities will enforce laws that pro- 
hibit rallies by those who have not ob- 
tained a police permit. 

In an interview on Tuesday, Mr. Ma- 
hathir, 72, said police had not acted 
earlier to stop foe protests, partly be- 
cause they felt they were under a spot- 
light from visiting dignitaries and ath- 
letes for the Commonwealth Games, 
which ended Monday. 

“The police did not act because we 
are conscious all the time of being scru- 
tinized,” he said. “The searchlight is 
focused on us. If we do foe slightest thing 
wrong we are going to be accused. And 
we know that Anwar has very powerful 
friends abroad. Leaders of governments. 
Foreign intellectuals.” 

Queen Elizabeth □ left Wednesday 
after a four-day visit, and athletes and 
journalists who came for the Common- 
wealth Games have departed as well. 

Mr. Mahathir has said he expects Mr. 
Anwar to be charged in court soon for his 
alleged involvement in homosexual acts, 
which are illegal in Malaysia. 

Mr. Anwar, who vehemently denies 
tte charges against him, is also under 
investigation for treason, sedition and 
unlawftil assembly. He is being held 
under the Internal Security Act, which 
allows indefinite detention without trial. 

■ Protest to Australia 

Malaysia has officially protested re- 
marks made by Australian leaders about 
foe arrest of Anwar Ibrahim and several 
of his followers, Reuters reported from 
Kuala Lumpur. 

But Prime Minister John Howard 
stood by a remark that Malaysia showed 
an apparent drift ‘‘towards an author- 
itarian approach.” 
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Dubious Attack on Sudan 


; Almost immediately alter American 
! missiles destroyed the Shifa pharma- 
‘ ceutical plant in Sudan last month, 
; serious questions arose about whether 
\ the Clinton administration had targeted 
| the right factory. The administration 

• insisted that the factory was producing 
! nerve gas for terrorists. But a report in 
; The New York Times by Tim Weiner 

• and James Risen (IHT, Sept. 22) re- 
", veals that the decision to attack the 

: on incomplete 


; plant was based in part i 
< information and inference. 


! The administration argues that it 
; nevertheless had enough to go on to 
< justify the attack. But the launching of 
! deadly American missiles requires 
; more solid and convincing evidence 
! than Washington appears to have had 
! in this case. 

The crucial decisions leading up to 
I the attack were made by a narrow 
; group of top national security officials 
■ meeting alone. Knowledgeable staff 
! members were excluded to assure 

* secrecy. With America's embassy in 

• Khartoum closed, up-to-date informa- 
! .lion was scarce. Hard proof linking the 

Shifa factory to terrorism and nerve 
gas production was elusive, and the 
indirect evidence that was available 
was incomplete and open to conflicting 
interpretations. In addition, the CIA 
had recently concluded that reports 
that had appeared to document a clear 
link between the Sudanese govern- 
ment and terrorist activities were fab- 
ricated and unreliable. 


Soon alter die Aug. 20 missile at- 
tack. the administration was compelled 
to retreat from its claims dial the Shifa 
factory had been directly financed by 
Osama bin Laden, the alleged terrorist 
linked to the deadly attacks on two 
American embassies in Africa. Wash- 
ington still insists that soil samples in 
American possession conclusively 
prove that an early stage of nerve gas 
production was taking place at the 
plant. But Western scientists who re- 
cently worked at die plant insist they 
knew of no nerve gas work- 

ins tead, they say, Shifa was Sudan's 
main source of locally needed agri- 
cultural chemicals aruiveterinaty medi- 
cines. Whether it turns out that the 
United States destroyed the Shifa plant 
in error, Washington should offer to 
replace any lost prodnetion of agricul- 
tural and veterinary products from the 
plant. It does not help the war against 
terrorism to hurt innocent civilians. 

Washington's nerve gas allegations 
may well be correct. But the record 
badly needs to be clarified. Wrongly, 
the administration has resisted calls for 
independent verification of soil 
samples from the plant. It should agree 
to such review. ' 

The United States is entitled to use 
military force to protect itself against 
terrorism. But the case for every such 
action must be rigorously established. 
In the case of Sudan. Washington has 
conspicuously failed to prove its case. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Another Casualty in Asia 


Throughout Southeast Asia in re- 
cent years, a rising generation of lead- 
ers bad begun to emerge, less wedded 
to authoritarianism than postcolonial 
leaders and more favorably disposed to 
democracy and openness. Now this 
i generation is another potential casu- 
alty of the economic crisis that has 


Mr. Mahathir blamed outsiders — cur- 
rency traders, Jews, the West Mr. An- 
war, while finding merit in some of the 
mime minis ter's criticisms of an un- 
fettered market, also wanted liberal 
reform within Malaysia. That was too 


swept the region. 
If ti 


much for the longtime ruler; with his 
heavy-handed mflt 


hence on judiciary 
diffic ult 


these potential leaders are side- 
tracked, the region will have less 
.chance to overcome the corruption and 
’cronyism that contributed to the eco- 
.nomic troubles in the first place. 

1 The archetype of this generation is 
Anwar Ibrahim, until recently deputy 
•.prime minister of Malaysia, now under 
-arrest after the circulation of bizarre 
rand unsubstantiated charges of sedi- 
-tion and sexual misconduct "People 
in my generation would certainly like 
to see greater liberty, access to lit- 
erature and knowledge, less censor- 
ship," Mr. Anwar told Newsweek 
* magazine last year. "We don't have an 
. obsession about the need for order and 
rpoliticai stability. We did not expe- 
.rience the same turbulence that our 
.elders encountered." 

> For several years. Mr. Anwar, 51, 
coexisted with his most important eid- 
er, Prime Minister Mahathir bin Mo- 
hamad. 72. But when Asia’s econ- 
omies began to falter, their differences 
in outlook could not be papered over. 


and press, it was not difficult for Mr. 
Mahathir to engineer his onetime pro- 
tege’s downfall. 

It is telling that the accusations 
against Mr. Anwar began to surface 
only after the rift with Mr. Mahathir 
began to emerge. Even then. Mr. An- 
war was told that if he resigned without 
making a fuss and with no further 
criticism of Mr. Mahathir, he would be 
safe from prosecution. 

Courageously, he declined that of- 
fer, and in the days leading up to his 
arrest he was greeted by larger and 
large/ crowds welcoming his calls for 
reform. On Sunday, be was detained 
indefinitely, and now a number of -firs' 
associates are being held. . 

Mr. Mahathir may care little for 
world opinion. But his latest show of 
contempt for the rule of law and for fan- 
play may hurt Malaysia not only in the 
eyes of potential foreign investors but 
also among Malaysians who until now 
respected their prime minister as a 
builder of their modem nation. 

—THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Other Comment 

World Wide Witnesses 


It was a distressing image that the 
United States projected on its citizens 
and imposed on die rest of the world. 
Virtually the entire planet has been a 
witness to the most intimate part of a 
human being: his sexuality. 

' The president's comment while he 
was haiTassed by Kenneth Starr and his 
subordinates, that sexuality "remains 
the most mysterious facet of human 
life," may be the only important point 
worth remembering in this absurd mat- 
ter. 

The sex life of the 42d president of 
the United States certainly seems to be 
-stuck in adolescence, but that should 
concern only himself, his partners, and 
. Jim wife. 

Why are we transformed into 
-"voyeurs"? The media is being held 
accountable for this, but the Repub- 
licans who bold the majority in Con- 
gress authorized the scandal to un- 
ravel. contradicting the tradition of the 
•American judicial system. 

. It would certainly have been prefer- 
able for Bill Ginton to have behaved 
like a man who was anxious to pre- 
serve his dignity, rather than like a 
clever lawyer or a steadfast politician. 

Had he refused in the first place to 
answer the independent counsel’s sa- 
lacious questions, thereby defying the 
Supreme Court's initial decision in the 
; Paula Jones case — and risking a major 
conflict between the executive and the 


judiciary — the debate would not have 
nin as low. 

There is no doubt that courage and 
the truth would have been a better 
strategy, but it was not to be and the 


entire picture is a lot gloomier today: 


Bill Clinton dragging his lies with him 
like a ball and chain, and doing so in 
front of a federal jury in an atmosphere 


of political and sexual inquisition. 


ut die underlying matter still pre- 
vails. Kenneth Starr’s strategy and the 


attitude of Congress's Republican ma- 
XTple's 


jority ignore the people's opinion. 
President Clinton was elected, and re- 
elected. by die American people. It is 
not up to hypocritical and extreme ini- 
tiators of a political campaign to force 
Mr. Clinton to resign, against the will 
— if we believe opinion polls — of the 
majority of Americans, under the pre- 
text of bis private life. 

Some people think the president 
should resign and hand over his po- 
sition to Vice President AI Gore, who 
is currently considered to be the person 
most capable of portraying the values 
of the new democracy, which Bill Clin- 
ton had embodied until now. 

Whether the situation evolves in this 
way or not, one can only condemn this 
diversion, which is not exclusively 
American It is a step back, a mor- 


alistic, on the surface prudish — and as 
- and dangerously re- 


such distressing — i 
gressive change, especially when it is 
motivated by such mean politics. 
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NATO’s New Main Act Risks Being a Sideshow 


W ASHINGTON — The Clinton 
administration sees the extending 
of NATO into Central Europe as a 
three-act pageanL But NATO expan- 
sion has become a mystery, with its 
most important story lines being de- 
veloped and obscured by events racing 
beyond the control of the pageant’s 
would-be directors in Washington. 

Act One occurred in Madrid 14- 
months ago when the 16-member al- 
liance agreed to make the Czech Re- 
public, Hungary and Poland members 
m 1999 while holding the door open for 
other former Soviet satellites to join 
later Act Two was an equally showy 
Clinton victory in the Senate, which 
ratified expansion last spring. 

The administration is now at work on 
Act Three: In April, the fust three Cen- 
tral European nations will formally join 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
at a 50th anniversary summit meeting in 
Washington. Showers of confetti, gales 
of self-cougratulatoty rhetoric, exit all 
into an eternally peaceful Europe. 

That is tire hope. But (he meeting 

U U 1TA .LL:.*. 


By Jim Hoagiand 


could well highlight NATO's ebbing 
id failings 


authority and failing sense of purpose in 
European security instead of showing 


off the promised new vitality. That 
danger will be compounded if the ad- 
ministration prepares the meeting as a 
combination celebration of American 
victory in the Cold War and vindication 
of Bill Clinton’s embattled presidency. 

NATO will soon be bigger. But will 
it be any better at using military power 
to d en i with security problems it was not 
originally designed to confront? That is 
the hard conceptual question that Mr. 
Clinton ’s national security team has yet 
to answer convincingly. 

Mr. Clinton and his aides repeatedly 
sajd in pushing NATO expansion that it 
would inevitably make Russia more 
secure — even if the Russians did not 
understand that — by stabilizing de- 
mocracy in Central Europe. 

But Russia has since gone off the rails. 
A civil war has erupted in the Serbian 
province of Kosovo, where NATO’s 
threats to intervene have been shown to 
be empty by Slobodan Milosevic’s con- 
tinuing bloody repression, hi Bosnia last 
weekend moderate Serb political leaders 
backed by the United States and pro- 


tected by NATO suffered embarrassing 
rejection in provincial elections. Now of 
these events were caused by NATO ex- 
pansion. Nor were they deterred by u. As 
it stands, NATO expansion is torningout 
to be irrelevant to Europe’s big security 
problems of the future. 

The planning of a strategic concert for 

the expanded alliance is reaching its 
cri tica l point now, and sharo differences 
oie surfacing over what the organiza- 
tion's future missions will be. The re- 
sponsibility to persuade Mr. Milosevic 
and other predators that expansion will 
not dilute NATO cohesion and give them 
a free pass cannot be put off until ApriL 

These concerns were at the heart of 
d j ernggionft here last week between Mr. 
Clinton, and the Czech president, 
Vaclav Havel. "The April summit can- 
not be just a commemorative gathering 
of Cold War victors,” Mr. Havel told 
me later.* ‘NATO has a historical chal- 
lenge to become an instrument of col- 
lective defense, and of collective se- 
curity, by focusing on its new tasks." 

“If you look at Kosovo today, is 
what is ha ppening there war or ter- 
rorism? How does NATO respond to it? 
These are questions that cannot wait" 


Mr Havel made it clear in our cot 

venation that he favt ^ 

NATO intervention in Kosovo. That 
conflict, he said, is rapwUy 
"a threat to the peace and security of 
Europe. This is an extraqrdinaiy case 

that requires extraordinary action. •. 

Article 5 of the NATO tjeattaup 
thorizes military action only to ttefead 
NATO members’ tenitoiy, « ar- 
gued. the article "should eventually be 
an y»nrifiri to permit NATO to act on its 
own in extraordinary cases outside 
NATO. Until this happens, action 
should be taken in the spent m the 

amendment " TIik puls him at Mds twin 

France, Britain and other NATO mem- 
bers who insist that UN authorization is 
necessary. Mr. Havel seemed to be hy- 
ing to frame a compromise between 
them and Washington in the gamering 
dispute over the new strategic concept 

War in Kosovo and collapse in Rus- 
sia were not part of the script written by 
Mr. Clinton and his aides. Tbeybear 
heavy responsibility to keep NATO ex- 
pansion. which they sold asthemam act 
of European security, from becoming 
an irrelevant and distracting sideshow. 

The Washington Post 


Risk-Takers’ Crisis of Confidence Tests the Markets 


C AMBRIDGE, Massachu- 
setts — It was what 
Goldilocks liked so much about 
the porridge — that it was 
neither too hot nor too cold, but 
just right. And that is why. over 
fee past few years, fee remark- 
able American economy has 
come to be known as the 
“Goldilocks economy.” For it 
has been “ ‘just right" in its com- 
bination of low inflation, low 
unemployment, good growth 
and great job creation. Unfor- 
tunately, fee Three Bears may 
now be heading for the house. 

Much of the rest of the 
world’s economy — fee only 
other exception being Western 
Europe — is either engulfed in 
or threatened by monetary tur- 
moil. economic collapse and 
contagion, with the specter or 
reality of political and social 
turmoil in close attendance. 

What was thought to be a hy- 
perspeed financial crisis is now 
entering its 15th month, and at 
every stage it has proved worse 
than at fust thoaghL 
In the aftermath of the Rus- 
sian default and devaluation, 
the immediate battleground has 
shifted to Latin America.- 'But*- was‘ not 
fee pasf'few^-iwe^ ^ Iri 


By Daniel Yergin 


through reduced exports, lower 
corporate profits, monetary in- 
stability, unanticipated expo- 
sures and losses, and the reverse 
wealth effect that would result 
from a felling stock market. 
Europe is likely to find that fee 
euro arrives on Jan. 1 In the 
midst of unexpected stress that 
greatly complicates fee work- 
ings of the new monetary union. 
Downturn in fee United States 
and Europe, in turn, would con- 
strain export markets, making 
recovery in other pails of the 
world feat much more difficult. 

The heart of fee matter is the 
misfit between global capital 
markets and national f inan cial 
systems. It has tamed out feat 
the national systems did. not 
have the institutional capability 
— or sufficient levels of knowl- 
edge or independence — to 
cope with fee rapidly mounting 
flood of funds. Asian countries 
failed to comprehend fee scale 
of debt or to properly gauge the 
risks. Years of high economic 
growth created a confidence in 
both borrowers and lenders that 


countries such as Brazil and Ar- 
gentina are hardly in the same 
situation as Russia. Nor is Ro- 
land, the most successful of fee 
transition economies. The ex- 
planation is contagion. But this 
is an ailment not of countries 
but among investors. What it 
really means is a sudden mul- 
tiplying of fee risk premium, 
with very harsh consequences 
for countries. Lenders and in- 
vestors, o riginall y drawn into 
emerging markets by fee pros- 
pect of growth, now see only the 
downside, and they are rushing 
for safety. The result is a de- 
liquification of national econ- 
omies. 

If fee past two decades have 
been dominated by a disillu- 
sionment with government 
managem ent of economies, is a 
new disillusion wife markets 
themselves sealing in? To some 
degree, yes. Russia is backing 
away from reform and again 
turning toward intervention. 
Malaysia has clamped on cur- 
rency controls and arrested fee 


brought the joitingjFecognition 
that Goldilocks is not invulner- 
able to what is happening in fee 
rest of die world. 

Perhaps fee American econ- 
omy is so resilient feat it can 
shrug off the shocks. But the 
risk is now much greater that the 
United States will be affected 


pro-market former deputy 
prime minister. Even free-mar- 
ket Hong Kong bas been buying 
as £ growth,_ up shares in. its s tock market t o 
ussia’s case, a~ frustrate 'speculators." Capital 


political “ S t ale m ate ■ ■p i e vefate<H *eontro h - ‘to ’ slqw-feot money" 


tax reform and collection. The 
resulting revenue shortfall led 
to short-term, credit-card type 
borrowing by the government. 

But why are these shocks 
spreading around the world, hit- 
ting countries so widely diver- 
gent? After alL Latin American 


inflows — even if only “tem- 
porary” — and protectionist 
measures will be os the table. 
Hostility is growing against 
those who make their money by 
identifying — and perhaps ma- 
nipulating — the mispricing of 
currencies and then attacking 


thwn, wife all fee pain and so- 
cial disruption that follows. 
And there is increasing ques- 
tioning of markets themselves. 

Yet die interwoven links cre- 
ating fee new global reality — 
trade, direct investment, capital 
markets, technology, commu- 
nications — will continue to 
erode borders. Incremental re- 
treat of one form or another is 
possible, indeed likely — as is 
fee search for fee villains. But 
barring a major collapse, 
wholesale retreat would mean a 
retreat from future investment 
and economic growth. 

Much is currently made of 
imprudent lending, though that 
is easier to judge in retrospect 
But what would be imprudent 
now is not to act to offset a 
global downturn. 

Certain factors make it more 
difficult Leadership is obvi- 
ously hobbled in the three crit- 
ical countries — the United 
States, Germany and Japan — 
though for wildly differing rea- 
sons. The international institu- 
tions that provide the means for 
coordinated responses are over- 
stretched to near exhaustion, 
under att ack and battered. 

The global econo mic crisis is 
reaHy a- crisis -of -confide n ce 1 


mg tax systems, sharpening the 
distinction between govern- 
ment and market, and replacing 
intervention and manipulation 
wife efficient regulation. Other 
steps involve implementing rec- 
ognizable international stan- 
dards, providing assurance of 
level playing fields to investors, 
facilitating direct investment, 
resisting protectionism, deliver- 
ing clarity and transparency. 

So far at least, those countries 
feat have gone farther in refoun 
are proving more resilient in fee 
crisis. Social safety nets are es- 
sential if there is not to be -a 
permanent embittering and loss 
of vitality. National polities will 
have to look beyond national 
politics. And international co- 
operation in restructuring debt 
iscriticaL jjjjl 

What also is required isjtr 
better understanding of how tie 
new global financial syst 
works. Very few knew in 
vance how unforgiving its 
rules could be. In due 
greater transparency may be re- 
quired not only of nation alecon- 
omies but also by international 
investors. And, at bottom what 
is critica lly needed is honesty 4- 
in the processes by which mar- 


What 'are needed are concrete 
measures that incrementally re- 
build confidence. Such mea- 
sures would include reforming 
and repairing financial institu- 
tions (as South Korea is swiftly 
doing, and as Japan, fee world's 
No. 2 economy, is not), improv- 


s proces 

tea r w oik , abtiht fee r cttimu 


situation and about fee serious- 
ness with which it will be met. 


The writer is chairman of 
Cambridge Energy Research 
Associates . He contributed this 
comment to The Washington 
Post. . . 


Look for Skill, Not Just Decency, After Clinton 


W ASHINGTON — The 
longer fee White House 
scandal lasts and the more fee 
public is forced by Congress 
and the independent counsel to 
confront details of presidential 
behavior people do not want to 
see, hear or read, the greater fee 
chance this sorry matter will 
have long-lasting effects on 
American politics. 

So far, almost all the attention 
has centered on what the Lew- 
insky affair may do, whether it 
will create a backlash against 
President Bill Clinton’s political 
critics, or depress voter turnout 
in the midterm elections, and 
whether it will embarrass 
Democrats and embolden Re- 
publicans in November. But 
there is no certainty the impact 
will stop there. 

The last time a scandal of such 
a scale rocked the presidency, in 
Watergate, it echoed for years. 


By David S. Broder 


Not only were Republicans 
waxed in November 1974, three 
months after Richard Nixon was 
forced to resign and two months 
after President Gerald Ford 
pardoned him but it altered the 
tone and affected the outcome of 
the 1976 presidential race. 

Both parties went looking in 
1976 for candidates far re- 
moved from the moral squalor 
of Washington — people who 
could .plausibly claim to be 
more principled and more trust- 
worthy than the politicians who 
hod so disillusioned people. 

The Republicans came dose 
to dumping Mr. Fori and nom- 
inating Ronald Reagan, the clari- 
on voice of conservatism.The 
Democrats Dominated and elect- 
ed former Governor Jimmy 
Carter of Georgia, who could be 
found weekly teaching a Sunday 


school class in fee basement of 
the Plains Baptist Church. 

- It is fee Carter example I find 
particularly instructive — and 
alarming. Let me stipulate at 
once feat Mr. Carter is a highly 
admirable h uman being, a splen- 
did example of nnseltish public 
service. His humanitarian ef- 
forts have been justly praised. 

But fee Carter campaign of 
1976 lodes like an anomaly. 
Here was a former one-term 
governor of a middle-sized state, 
wife no great record of accom- 
plishments at home and no na- 
tional recognition at fee begin- 
ning of the election year. He won 
over a field of more credemzaled 
Democrats and then defeated 
President Ford essentially by re- 
peating a six-word incantation: 
“I will never lie to you." 

Ripped out of historical con- 
text and viewed wife cold-eyed 
skepticism 22 years later, it 


Africa Is Missing Out on a Revolution 


in 


P ARIS — President Bill Clin- 
ton’s plan for re igniting eco- 
nomic growth emphasized co- 
operation wife Japan and 
Europe, debt restructuring, sup- 
port for social safety nets, and 
strengthening fee Expert-import 
Bank and International Mone- 
tary Rind. All of these are help- 
ful in fee short-run, but they do 
not meet fee developing world’s 
greatest economic challenge: 
joining the information 
As every schoolc 
America and Europe now 
knows, the global economy 
runs on information. Com- 
puters are present in their 
homes and schools and in their 
parents’ offices and factories. 

But fee developing world is 
deprived — there is no other 
word — of a tool that has be- 
come absolutely fundamental to 
our way of life. One in every 
four Americans is an Internet 
user; in Africa it is one in every 
5,000, and people in rural areas 
are effectively shut out 

The developing world lost a 
generation of growth during the 
debt crisis of (be 1980s. That 
decade corresponded with a 
moment of intense computer 
and software development and 
investment in the countries of 
the "North." As a result, a 


By Ethan B. Kapstein 
and Thomas A. Marten 


growing wedge formed be- 
tween the two, leaving die 
"South" even farther behind 
economically. 

Africa missed out on the in- 
dustrial revolution; now it is 
missing out on fee information 
revolution. And as electronic 
commerce increases, it will be- 
come more costly to do busi- 
ness with African countries, 
making them less interesting for 
direct investment and even 
product marketing. 

International trade negoti- 
ationsare now focusing on elec- 
tronic commerce, but many of 
the developing countries taking 


part in fee global talks are 


standing by fee wayside. Mr. 
Clinton wants to make these 
countries America's future 
markets: be cannot do so if they 
are locked out of the global 
economy. 

In our view, there is no better 
place to spend money for for- 
eign assistance than on the in- 
formation superhighway. 

One promising U-S. govern- 
ment program is fee so-called 
Leland initiative. It is a five- 
year, SIS million effort to build 


the Internet in Africa. But it 
amounts to a drop in the bucket; 
Africa alone needs billions of 
dollars in telecommunications 
investment. 

If fee developing world is to 
get plugged in, it must be on fee 
basis ofa combined effort of the 
major industrial countries, in- 
ternational lending institutions 
and private sector providers. 

Building a global informa- 
tion network represents an in- 
vestment not just in emerging 
economies. It is good for d«no- 
cratization as welL Remember 
feat faxed messages circulated 
by fee Polish trade union Soli- 
darity helped bring down fee 
Iron Curtain. 

President Clinton says fear 
democracies are fee outgrowth 
of economic freedom and fee 
creation of a middle class. That 
is surely so, but without fee free 
flow of information democra- 
cies simply cannot be built. 


seems incredible that anyone 
could win the most powerful 
secular office on earth by mak- 
ing a claim at once so extrav- 
agant and so simple. 

But at fee time — after what 
fee American people had seen 
happen in fee White House — 
Mr. Carter’s promise was like a 
drink of cool water for a nation 
wandering in a moral desert 

In 2000, fee most powerful 
slogan in the presidential race 
may be even shorter than the 
one feat elected Mr. Carter “I 
will never embarrass you." 

In a few weeks, a host of Re- 
publican contenders and prob- 
ably more than one Democrat 
will be announcing for president, 
fa every one of their speeches, 
you will hear variations on the 
pledge to "restore dignity to fee 
White House and make fee Oval 
Office once again a source of 
pride to Americans, not the sub- 
ject of late-night jokes." 

That is a change devoutly to 
be wished, but fee Carter pre- 
cedent sends another m essage : A 
man of fine moral character wh o 


and political skills will fail fee 
test of presidential leadership 


Mr. Carter fell out wife a 
Democratic Congress in bis 
first months in office and never 
enjoyed fee traditional ‘‘hon- 
eymoon’’ period of substantial 
accomplishment. When fee en- 
ergy crisis clobbered the econ- 
omy and fee Iran hostage crisis 
humiliated America in fee eyes 
of the world, he was unable io 
find effective responses. His 
perceived weakness invited -a 
c h a ll enge for renomination 
from Senator Edward Kennedy 
and set the stage for Mr. Re- 
agan’s victory m 1980 — and 
aB that stemmed from it_ 

How do we assure that in otrj 
search for decency in our aesSr 
president, we do not overlook 
fee other, more narrowly polit- 
ical skills fee occupant of. that 
office must have? . j 

These is no pat answer. But we 
need to remember those ques- 
tions and examine the records of 
the presidential aspirants, not 
only for demonstrated virtue but 
also for solid accomplishment^ 
Good character should be.-- 
and in 2000, it clearly will be 4- 
fee sine qua non of fee president. 
by itself, it is not enough. 

Washington Post Service. ‘ 


TN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 

1898: Price of War and was Lord President of tfe 
MADRID — The economical kst liberal Gov- 

situation has become very grave th? 

For fee expenses of the Spat- Ulbmet ^ war began.®^ 
Nation of the troops it has been 

nec essaiy to precipitate the con- Mars hall Pled g e 

fraction of a Joan from Messns. padtc c 

Rothschild wife the AJmadea 7^ Secretai Y of State 

silver mines as security and with 9’ Marshall, in an ad- 

that advance present urgencies ^ United Nations 

hflVf* Wn cahcfiaJ A* j- 



. — . ZTE’Z ’ — v-uum 

war suice 1895 has cost nearly 
2,000,000,000 pesetas. 


: TV WIULWI HJI- 

potiheal problems, 
vjfeje inviting fee Russians to 
sped suspicion and join hands in 
the TIN 


Mr. Kapstein is Stassen Pro 
fessor of International Peace at 
rhe University of Minnesota. 
Mr. Marten is a Foreign Service 


1923: Moriey Dies 

LONDON — Viscount Moriev ^ ; Marshall injected ia 

A* nw.t Talesman and hi- ™ n 9 ua ^ i fi c atit» which some 
•i - . me eastern 


officer in charge of telecomtnu- 
and Inti 


nicotians and Internet policy at 
the US. Embassy in Paris. He 
contributed this comment U) the 
International Herald Tribune. . 


: . . . . • mui icy 

the Liberal statesman and bi- 
ographer of Gladstone, died of 
bean failure at his residence 
Prince’s road; 

Wimbledon Park, to-night [SepT 
23 J. He was taken ffl a week ago 

John Moriey was bom on 


WUliiU disuse «l 

me eastern European diplomats 
UX)K to mean that East and West 
can co-operate, providing fee 
c ^ s *n on fee West's 
“"ns. Nations consistently ia. 
toe minority,” Mr. Marshal/' 
stod, would be welcomed 


December 23, 1838. He became SSL lt wouW be welcomed 
Chief Secretary for Ireland and rj* 311 ? “e ranks °f fee majority 

later Secretary of State for India, miretf bas^ plk ^ ** cona P u> - 
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Distress Over the Starr Inquiry 
And the State of the Nation 


(fa 



I have seen fee video, read the repot 
a*S made my deosion. Yes, Presiden 
Bdl Clinton mipicked; yes, he chrng to a 
legal Icx^tole m the hones of avoiding a 
scandal. But did he Ue? J t£chnicaUy. m 
I believe be really thought he was telling 
tnnh when he denied having sex 
Wttb Ms. Lewinsky accor ding the def- 
inition m the Paula Jones case. I do not 
tnuuc his denial constitutes perjury 7 
think Mr. Clinton is just this side of 
legal, and that’s enough forme. Thetoo- 
nazrow definition or what 
sex u to blame. Mr. Clinton capitalized 

on the flaw to try to gave his famil y 
job, himself. Who can blame trim? 

TIMOTHY J. HORNER. 

Oxford, England. 

The Qintonesque character in the Joe 
Wem s novel “Primary Colors” never 
had to face his problems because “he 
never had to pay the bill.” Afr. Clinton’s 
entourage served as classic enablers over 
the years, and now he expects the entire 
country to play along and protect him 
one more tune from the consequences of 
his own actions. He alone is responsible 
, for his behavior, and he alone must bear 
-the consequences. Nothing would be 

■ gained by America becoming a nation of 

enablers, and much would be lost 

MIKE GASTON. 

Menton, France. 

No human being deserves this kind of 

public humiliation, let alone the pres- 
ident of a nation. The video erf Mr. 
'Clinton's testimony should not have 
‘ . been aired while he and other beads of 
’ state were meeting in New York — or 
on any other day. 

SITA AVASARALA. 

Monaco. 

Mr. Clinton deserves a Congressional 
- 'motion of censure, Kenneth Starr de- 
serves to be indicted for abuse of power 

■ and, above all, every member of Con- 
gress who voted to flood the internet 
with “secret” grand jnry testimony of a 
repugnant pornographic r.haraf^r 
should be voted out of office on the 
grounds of breach of common sense. 

JAMES WILSON. 

Paris. 


The Congress of the United States is 
foil of vindictive characters who want to 
remove Mr. Clinton from office, no 
matter the justification. They are really 
after him for fee high crime of having 
been elected president as a Democrat 

I suppose it would be too much to 
expect cooler heads to prevail and have 
this “scandal” tossed back to fee pages 
of supermarket tabloids where it be- 
longs. It surely does not belong in the 
Congressional Record — not of fee 
country that I grew up in. 

MARC D. EMORY. 

DusseIdor£ 

The democratic process in fee United 
States is co min g apart, feanW to Mr. 
Starr and a loathsome Congress. Surely 
the Congress has more argent matters to 
deal with in an unstable world than 
grand jury trash. To consider fee im- 
peachment of fee president for -his 
private behavior is incredible. To worry 
about how children will be effected by 
the Stair report, considering fee daily 
showing of violence, is an indication of 
a unbalanced society. 

H.MEYERHOFF. 

Geneva. 

What a group of spiteful people, Mr. 
Star and his agents. Unfortunately this 
seems to apply to 30 to 40 percent of my 
compacts. The mass media do not help 
either, if this were American football, 
they’d be called for “piling on." 

aa. raven. 

Sl Mina, Greece. 

Instead of addressing issnes that mat- 
ter, we see wise men in high place burst- 
ing with missionary zeal, who claim to be 
outraged, shattered and deeply hurt in 
their feelings, while gloating over every 
smutty detail. Together wife millions of 
people, I benefitted greatly from the 
prosperous America that Mr. Clinton 
majntainfld wife sound, stable economic 
and social policies. Let him continue. 

PAUL WETlYltlN. 

Bern. 

Mr. Starr’s questioning of fee pres- 
ident must not be the basis for a criminal 
charge. It was simply a transparent, yet 


When It Came to Monica , He Simply Lost Control 


W ASHINGTON — He couldn’t 
stop thinking about the thong un- 
derwear. He couldn’t believe Monica 
hadpuHedupherjackettoshofwitofi.lt 

so inflamed his imagination. At meet- 
ings, at briefings, at the most unlikely 
times, his mind suddenly reverted to the 
image of those straps, quickening his 
pulse, making him catch his breath. 


By Maureen Dowd 


MEANWHILE 


territory of obsession. No matter how 
much Iks heard Monica talk about sex. it 

was never enough. 

He was a bn$y man. A powerful man. 
A serious man. But there were times 
when all he could remember were the 
But it was the cigar feat undid him , gfazlmp phone conv e rsations. People 
He was driven by fee thought of what warned hrm that be was endangering his 
had been done with it Suddenly the legacy. Friends and strangers tried to 

pull him bade from die hrinlc of his 
smgle-mmdedness. But it was too late. 

He bad beocxne fee helpless victim of 
his cravings for ecstasy. The big ptetrae 
was Iosl He hungered for the details, all 
the stirring and seamy particulars. Noth- 
ing was too small or in significant for 
him to consider, to turn over and over in 
his unappeasable mind. 

He wanted to think about her eating 
cheoy chocolates. He imagined her 
wrapped up like Cleopatra in fee Rock- 
eoes blanket or panting in that Blade 
Dog T-shirt. He kept seeing her in that 
bine Gap dress. It was too tight, and he 
was glad. Again and again be was vis- 
ited by images of a man’s roving lips. 
He knew it was wrong. But he lied to 
dip fntn .tin. He needed a release from 


capital became a city of cigars. He saw 
them wherever he went They ignited 
his desire. When be was alone or talk- 
ing to other people, he took secret 
pleasure in letting smoke rings drift 
through his ""hid. 

There were times when he worried 
that he mightbe a sex addict. He couldn’t 
stop feinkmg of Monica: what she wore, 
when she wore it, where she ware it, or 
didn’t wear iL Her little letters were so 
brazen, promising such wild pleasure. 

ga^n^ierized him And^t^ea there 
was the power of her voice over him. He 
knew that he was entering the dangerous 


all the pressure, from the extraordinary 
responsibilities of a very public man. 

When he went to church on Sundays, 
he wrestled with his conscience. He 
even wondered if he needed profes- 
sional help. Sometimes he worried that 
he was abusing his power. He even 
fretted feat the Constitution itself might 
be damaged by his obsession. 

And sometimes it wasn’t easy to 
behold all fee human damage that he 

There were times when 
all he could think of 
were the stealing phone 
conversations. 

already had caused: ruining a young 
woman's life, dragging all sons of 
people through the muck, wounding 
reputations and bankrupting those who 
came near him. Would fee presidency 
survive his lust? It didn’t matter. 

Every time he heard those words — 
inappropriate intimate contact, sex of 
any kind in any manner, shape or form, 
arousing or gratifying as defined in 
definition 2 — he felt a fire bum. 


He had his own definition of sex. 
Still, he was drawn to the endless dis- 
cussion of the existential meaning of sex 

— its forms, its uses. He was a lawyer, 
but this was not just tortured legali sm . 
He (iked to parse the huid definition 
over and over and over again, gaining 
pleasure from repetition: “breasts.” 
“genitalia,” “inserted," "stain.” 

His acolytes and subordinates be- 
came agents of shamelessness. It 
seemed that everyone around him, 
everyone in the city, everyone in fee 
country, was Miking about what he 
wanted to hear. He was spending mil- 
lions and millions of dollars to drag an 
entire nation down to his twisted level. 

He knew how strong he was. He was 
the most powerful man in the land. He 
could reach into every recess of the 
government to satisfy himself. And the 
prospect of impeachment didn’t fright- 
en him. In fact, the more he fixated on 
the strap of that thong, the more certain 
he was that he could hang Bill Clinton 
wife it. And, of all those naughty words 
he loved to hear, none filled him with 
more pleasure than “impeachment.” 

After all, nobody could impeach him. 
He was Ken Starr. 

The New York Times. 


Just What Would the Framers Think? 


Regarding “No Easy Road for Clin- 
ton" (Opinion, Sept. 18): 

The Hamers of the Constitution 
could very wdQ envision the “taw- 
dry” activities feat went on behind 
closed doors, then as now. They were 
worldly men. What they couldn't en- 
vision, I dare say, was that such taw- 
dry activities would be so vindictively 


used in the political fray and feat what 
the editonalist rightly calls the 
“majesty of the impeachment 
clause” would be cheapened and used 
as a threat in an attempt to unseat a 
twice-elected president for fibbing 
about bis sex life. 

JOHN ROSS GAITHER. 

Kuala Lumpur. 


effective, perjury trap. 

T he humiliation feat- the president bag 
suffered, and tire extreme embarrass- 
ment that his wife and child have had to 
endure, is more than enough punishment 
for Mr. Clinton, whose acts showed bad 
judgment and were morally wrong but 
nevertheless arguably legal. We Amer- 
icans, who have had to endure the con- 
stant media exposure of this tawdry 
adult affair and to try to ex plain to our 
children have suffered enough as well. 
Hie House Judiciary Commi ttee should 
conclude that the Stair investigation has 
failed to find evidence of serious, im- 
peachable offenses and put this scan- 
dalous, partisan charade to rest 

BRUCE JQFFE. 

Oakland, California. 

Regarding "4-Hour Tape, Shown to 
World. Details Affair," (Sept. 14): 

As a French citizen, I would like to 
express my indignation at what is hap- 
pening in America. It recalls fee worst in 
American culture: pmilanism and 
lynching. The Salem witchhunts come 
to mind. Whatever President Clinton's 
problems are wife the law, nothing con- 
cerning his private life should be ex- 
posed to fee public. 

JEANCHASSAING. 

Paris. 

The article states that “Mr. Clinton 
displayed anger at times, exasperation 
frequently ami occasionally sarcasm.” 


BOOKS 
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EAST AND WEST 
China, Power and the Fixture 
, of Asia 

By Christopher Patten. 304 pages. 

$25. Times Books. 

Reviewed by Richard Bernstein 

its return 

to Chinese control in 1997, fee gov- 
ernor of die British colony, Christopher 
Patten, was treated wife all the con- 
' siderable vituperation of which the press 
■-in China is capable. 

As he reminds us in “East and 
1 West,” his wittily common-sensical re- 
- flection on his experience as Hong 
Kong’s last British governor, he was 
called ' ‘the whore of the East,” a “ser- 
pent,” a “cri minal who would be con- 
demned for a thousand generations." 

■ China's official distaste for Patten led 
his original publisher, HaiperCollins, 
owned by Rupert Murdoch, who is in- 
tent on expanding his business in C h i n a, 
to cancel publication. Patten does not 
1 speak directly of this, although the fact 
is being used to promote the book. Still, 
, ihe might have had Murdoch in mind in a 
■ pertinent passage on fee ancient Chinese 

custom or kowtowing. 

“I remain skeptical of fee proposition 
that all boards of directors are ethics- 
free zones," Patten remar k s. “It is just 
' that a few captains of industry work hard 
' to give that impression. 

Parien gets in other licks in this book, 

‘ which is a spirited defense of his policies 
■ and a lucid analysis of some of fee larger 
issues that confront the West in its deal- 
ings with Asia. The most important of 
‘ these broader issues is Patten’s eloquent 
and good-humored repudiation of fee 
idea that there are uniquely Asian values 
that make Western human-rights crit- 
icism of Asian dictatorships inappro- 
jpriate and culturally biased. 

But he also covers such other tomes 

as how to deal wife the rising strength of 

China (actually, he doesn’t think China 
is coins to be all that powerful) and whal 
has been learned about the role of gov- 


ernment and fee management of econ- 
omies from fee experience of Hong 
Kong and Asia. 

Patten seems passionate and sensible, 
die master of British understatement hot 
also of fee British skill at fighting back 


he makes no effort to spare Chinese 
feelings in what he describes as China’s 
Kafkaesque effort to undermine the 
spirit of that ' agreement, all fee while 
accusing fee British of betrayal 
“One after another, Chinese officials 


with stinging words. He tends to be a — over fee table or from the depths of 


repetitive and to meander, so it is not 
always easy to tell exactly what theme 
be means to be bolding before us. 

But “East and West” is nonetheless a 
fresh, unblinkered and in places icon- 
oclastic lode at Hong Kong, China and 
fee West feat challenges some of fee 
received wisdom on these subjects and 
marches wife spirit and independence 
toward its conclusions. 

Patten’s first chapters, about the final 
years of British rule in Hong Kong, are 
the most concrete and interesting, es- 
pecially fee detailing of bis quarrels 
wife China during his effort to establish 
an elected legislature before the British 
lease expired. Critics of feat effort ar- 
gued that it was unnecessarily provoc- 
ative for Britain to try to install a de : 
mocracy in Hong Kong after fa iling to 
do so for 150 years. 

Patten offers two rejoinders. He con- 
cedes that Britain failed to make pro- 
visions for a legislature earlier, and he 
makes no excuses. But precisely be- 
cause Hong Kong was being turned over 
to an authoritarian government, he says, 
it became a British responsibility to in- 
sure fear ir had fee tools and insolations 
to defend its way of life. 

“So fee claims about democracy 
were not some trivial sideshow — cakes 
for the public, ale for fee press,” Patten 
writes. “They appeared central to the 
government’s understanding of its own 
purposes and to its claims about its good 
intentions.” 

The other reason for pressing ahead 
wife direct elections for a legislative 
body, in Patten’s interpretation, is that it 
was an important part of fee Joint Dec- 
laration by which China and Britain had 
agreed to Hong Kong’s reversion. This 
is not Dima’s version of matters, bur 
"East and West” is Patten’s book and 


their white anfimacassared chairs — 
would accuse me of laving broken fee 
Joint Declaration and the Basic Law,” 
Patten writes.” ‘HowhaveIdoneso?’I 
would respond. ‘Show me where.* 'You 
know you have done so,’ they would 
reply. ‘You must have done so, or else 
we wouldn’t have said it’ ‘But where?’ 
‘It is not for us to say; you must know 
that you have erred-’ ” 

Patten is venting, but not just against 
fee rulers in Beijing. Among his favorite 
other targets are businessmen and dip- 
lomats who consider democracy cul- 
turally inappropriate, possibly even 
harmful to Asian countries. Patten’s po- 
sition is that fee same ingredients that 
created prosperity in the West also work 
in the East 

Patten, a former Conservative mem- 
ber of Parliament, describes what 
sounds like a conservative platform as 
he identifies these ingredients: frugal 
government. low taxes, high savings 
and investment, good education, the rule 
of law and a self-sufficient, hard-work- 
ing population. 

On the supposed role of Asian values, 
Patten notes feat many of fear concept’s 
□porters, 
for its hi 


most ardent supporters, who also crit- 


icize the West for its high crime rates 
and social disintegration, buy homes 
“on America’s and Europe’s violent 
streets” or send their children to “fee 
West’s drug-infested, wildly liberal 
schools and universities.” 

Patten maVra an eloquent case for 
universal values, and for fee importance 
of hnman rig hts, even quoting feat ex- 
emplar of Asian values, Confucius, in 
support of his position. The arguments 
are not quite original, but Patten gives 
them forceful and personal expression 
in this heartfelt and clear-sighted book. 

New York Times Service 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Tni scott 

T HERE would have been 
great rejoicing in Lille, 
France, if Sidney Lazardrt 
New Orleans had captured 
the Vivendi Rosenblum 
world title. He has been a 
shining star and popular 
.character m America 
• bridge for nearly half a cen- 
tury, and he came very 
dose to winning: his team 
lost in the semifinal to fee 
eventual winner, Italy, by 

, ,.just 3 imps. , 

} On fee diagramed deal 
from fee final session, in 


delicate part-score. He played 
two spades as shown, and 

N0RTH(D) 

* K 98 
O J1094 
02 

A A K 10 6 3 

EAST 
4 Q 10 2 
0752 
$ A Q 7 
*QJ 82 


WEST 
+ A 64 
OASfiS 
0 J 983 
*97 


Bart Bramley. played excel- 
lently, Lazard brought home a 


SOUTH 
* J753 
UKQ 
0 K 10*54 
*43 

Ncfflyf. w95 vulnerable. Tofi 

SST** 

1* » J * 

2* Pass Pass 

jirgi ]«i die dub bine. 


West 

Pass 


received a club lead. He won 
in dummy wife fee king and 
led fee heart jack to fee king 
and ace. 

Another club was led to 
dummy's ace, and fee 
singleton diamond was led. 
East took the ace and led the 
club queen, ruffed by South 
with the seven. West refused 
to overmff, throwing a heart, 
and South cashed the dia- 
mond king and ruffed a dia- 
mond. He then led to the heart 
queen and ruffed a diamond 
with the spade king, leaving 
toe ending shown at right. 

The heart 10 was led from 
dummy, and East raffed wife 
fee spade queen. He led the 
spade 10, which was covered 
with the jade and ace. This 


eliminated dummy's nine but 
Lazard scored his five at the 
finish to make his contract 
He gained 3 imps, since the 


deal was 
replay. 


out in the 


NORTH 

*9 

<7109 
0 — 

*10 


WEST 

* A64 
98 * 

O — 

* — 


EAST 

* Q 10 2 
V — 

o — 

* J 


SOUTH 

* JS3 
<7 — 

O10 

* — 


This was not fee pre vailin g tenor of his 
testimony, which was calm, reasoned 
and acc ommodating under the circum- 
stances. As for his ‘’legalisms," toe pres- 
ident took good care to be precise; only a 
fool would be otherwise when in the 

doclc Mr. fTHn ton hag made, his mistakes, 

certainty, but since August, at least, his 
behavior — pnKW» that of his detractors 
— has consistently done him credit. 

KATHERINE CLARK. 

Heidelberg, Germany. 

It used to be that denying you’d bad 

Consensual sex with a charming w oman 

was called gallantly. Now it’s called an 
impeachable offense. It used to be that 
the business of government was gov- 
erning. Now it’s become the purveying 
of real-time soap opera to the American 
people, wife just a touch of pornography. 
The real moral problem is the cowardice 
of elected officials who kowtow before 
an unelected, obsessed inquisitor. 

BRYAN BARD. 

Paris. 

Since the House Judiciary Commit- 
tee became involved, it has become 
clear feat the Republicans are accom- 
plices in this travesty of justice. Mr. 
Starr has conducted an obsessive ven- 
detta. The Republicans are guilty of 
o pp ort un ism and failure to f ulfill their 
obligations to protect the United States 
of America. The entire Starr affair is an 
embarrassing, disgusting smear of. the 
presidency and the United States. - 
MARIA E.CONALIS. 

NeaHiyferea. Greece. 

My readings of the French press and 
the reactions of French politicians on this 
matter have made me realize that Amer- 
ican cultnre falls short in its concept of 
hnman dignity and the separation of pub- 
lic and private life. In his public persona, 
Mr. Clinton has carried himself with dig- 
nity. The UJ5. Congress has not. 

BARLEVLETH. 

Paris. 

All forms of rammnniaitinn regard- 
ing the majority opinion appear to fall on 
deaf ears or dulled minds in Congress. 
The world outside America is hurting in 
a big way, and America is expected to 
play a decisive role in solutions. Yet 
American lawmakers chose to ignore 
this and concentrate instead on piling 
wood around fee presidential stakk 
KEY JONES. 
Hong Kang. 

As fee Republican Party heads for- 
ward it seems almost desperately hope- 
ful of a benumbed and bewildered 
American electorate. Only such a con- 
stituency could possibly sustain die Re- 


es' 



public mandate in the years to come. 

THOMAS D. SVATOS. 

Prague. 

How many of those who cry shame on 
the president have had sexual affairs 
outside their marriages? The sheer hy- 
pocrisy of it all is shocking. The only 
tiling that matters is whether he does his 
job well. And he does. Thanks to him at 
last there is a peace treaty in Ireland, to 
mention but one of his accomplishments. 
The entire rigmarole reeks terribly of the 
McCartoy. .-period- Americans of intel- 
ligence ana decency must help stop this 
witch hunt against Mr. Clinton. 

THEADERKS. 

GER VAN DEN BEUKEN. 

Amsterdam. 


ing u 
r. Clii 


One does hope that Mr. Clinton’s out- 
look on world affairs isn’t as distorted as 
his views on his personal ones. 

SARAH BATA. 

Lausanne, Switzerland 

Americans, Americans, what are you 
doing to yourselves? The world will 
have to shop around for a worthier role 
modeL 

BERTHOLD WYLER. 

Geneva. 

If one really wants to live in a society 
that punishes all peccadilloes, these 
days there is Afghanistan. 

BEN SOMMER. 

Beersheba. Israel. 

The other day I spent some consid- 
erable time explaining to my two boys, 
cyberspace addicts aged 12 and 14, what 
oral sex was and why and how a cigar 
could be used as a sexual prop. All 
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because a certain Mr. Starr, in faraway 
America, decided to publish a salacious 
piece of pornography in violation of the 
privacy and dignity of the president of 
the United States of America. 

In some countries in this part of the 
world, people like Mr. Starr get be- 
headed without much fuss. Legal action 
should be taken against him for dis- 
seminating filth on the Internet. 

KAMAL TAWFIQ NIMRL 
Irbid, Jordan. 

- Whal fee President did or did not do is 
in the final analysis of little concern; 
what history will note is the sudden 
absence of fee civics and restraint that, 
until now, prevented political objectives 
and personal agendas from demeaning 
and disabling fee institutions that allow 
democracy to survive. Gone is fee com- 
mon sense and discretion that, in a rea- 
sonable society, would intervene to 
check such an overplayed hand. 

There is no purpose that can justify 
subjecting the government and its in- 
stitutions to ridicule and humiliation. 
Mr. Clinton is h nman and humans err, 
but humans come and go. Institutions 
are supposed to be forever. One way to 
destroy them is to subject them to ri- 
dicule and this, is exactly what Mr. Starr 
has accomplished. 

DANIEL AFROBERTS. 

Paris. 


Letters intended for publication 
should be addressed "Letters to the Ed- 
itor" and contain the writer’s signature, 
name and full address. Letters should be 
brief and are subject to editing. We 
cannot be responsible for the return of 
unsolicited manuscripts. 
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Oki’s Internet Voice Gateway 


Calling the World: Global Village Finds Its Voice 


* c 

- •> ' 


flexibility, ease of use and around-the-gbbe communications for the price of a local call 


U ntil recently, telephoning via 
die Internet was little more than 
an experimental game. Voice 
quality was poor, and slow transmis- 
sion made conversations tedious. 

; Today, however, global business's 
growing need for top-quality telecom- 
munications at lower cost is spurring 
major suppliers around the world to 
bHng innovative telephony/Intemet 
gateway solutions to the marketplace. 

> A report entitled “Market Opportu- 
nities in internet Protocol Telephony: a 
\V hitc Paper, Second Quarter 1998,” 
issued by Kitten & Associates, a Cali- 
fornia-based market research and con- 
suhmg firm, says: “The growth of (he 
Internet creates new opportunities for 
Internet service providers [ISPs] and 
vjsndors of voice/data networking solu- 
tions. It also creates opportunities for 
enterprises.” The report continues: “The 
essence of the market opportunity is to 


enable these enterprises to use the In- 
ternet and/or their intranet instead of the 
public switched telephone network 
[PSTN] to significantly reduce their long 
distance telecommunications service 
costs." As a result, both pboneto^hone 
and fax-to-fax communications through 
the Internet and corporate intranets are 
now feasible business options. 





Old’s toemet Voice 
Gateway is Ihe most 


dkect route for long- 
distance voice wnf 


tax. 

• * a i 1 m Mvii'JhI’ « *.'S ,*i 


Higher quality, lower cost 
On the cutting edge of this technology is 
the Oki BS 1200 Internet Vbice Gateway 
(IVG), launched in March 1998 in foe 
United States by the leading Japanese 
firm Oki Electric Industry Co. lid. 

Set to be launched in Europe in 
October 1998, the IVG system delivers 
a compact, one-box “plug and play” 
solution for transmitting fP-packetized 
voice and facsimile data over TCP/IP 
networks. The device connects existing 
PBX-based analog phone lines and di- 
gital data networks, with no separate 
server required. It weighs only 7 kilo- 
grams and measures a mere 434 (w) x 
350 (d) x 64 (h) millimeters. The Euro- 
pean list price is equivalent to $7,400. 

Oki’s BS1200 Internet Voice Gate- 
way offers better sound quality than 
cellular phones, costs less than other 
systems and is particularly easy to set 
up. In tire United States, it was named 
Editor's Choice by two. key industry 
magazines — Computer Telephony In- 
tegration and Internet Telephony — 
and received a Blue Ribbon Award 
from Network World, which noted that 
“setting up and connecting lines fin- 
ished in about 1 5 minutes.” Prospective 
European buyers will be able to judge 
for themselves at several trade^chow 
demonstrations, including Vwce 
Europe 98 (London, UK, Oct. 20-22 ), 
and Exponet Internet World, (Dussel- 
dorf Germany, Nov. 24-26). 

Takashi Okimo, General Manager; 
Internet Telephony Products, Corpo- 
rate Network Information System Di- 
vision, Oki Electric Industry Co. Ltd. in 
Japan, identifies foe network integra- 
tion capabilities and data compression 
technology as two key elements of foe 
BS1200. 

“The potential market covers cor- 
porations of all sizes and at any location 
in which IP network infrastructure is 
available,” he says. “Savings on com- 
munications costs can be particularly 

: ■ ■ ..li- ll- : . UJU Ji!i I . : I'-.-p. ^ .1' 


significant for heavy long distance call 
and international call users.” He adds, 
"Organizations that wish to develop 
LAN/WAN networks [local area net- 
works and wide area networks] for 
intranet applications can also benefit 
greatly.” 

The BS1200 delivers around-the- 
globe telecommunications for foe price 
of a local call. Often, savings on phone 
bills are so substantial that foe initial 
investment is repaid over foe first few 
months of operation. 


Boosting capacity, adding value 
By adopting an IVG system, businesses 
can simultaneously talk, fox and re- 
ceive information from anywbere in the 
world at drastically reduced cost Fur- 
ther, the IVG maximizes transmission 
capacity by using one “pipe” for voice, 
fax and data. It thus eliminates foe cost 
and inconvenience of maintaining sep- 
arate infrastructures for each. 

In addition, a gateway may enable a 
business to enhance foe value of its 
LANs and WANs by carrying more 
traffic and/or more types of traffic over 
existing links. This feature is partic- 
ularly significant in foe case of WANs 
that employ dedicated lines. Charac- 
teristically, some lines become over- 
loaded dining peak periods while other 
channels remain underutilized. 

Internet telephony procedures im- 
prove this situation dramatically, be- 
cause they convert all transmissions 
into data packets. When voice com- 


munications are converted into data, 
they consume much less bandwidth, 
allowing more types of communica- 
tions to be sera at foe same time. This 
generates additional cost savings; and. in 
some instances may allow ampanies to 
eliminate sane of their existing lines 
altogether. One possible drawback with 
such systems is foal, since foe messages 
are sent in packetized loan, a certain 
amount of delay may occur before 
voice transmissions are received. The 
length of this delay depends mainly on 
the number of rout e s through which the 
voice passes. Oki calculates that under 
normal conversion circumstances, there 
should he no real problem with speed] 
reception through international Internet 
connections, provided that fewer than a 
dozen “heps” are involved 
The state-of-the-art BS1200 incor- 
porates open architecture design. This 
means that corporate users have con- 
tinual access to leading-edge technol- 
ogy. Upgrading is easy, which max- 
imizes foe benefits of fixture technology 
and product advancements. System 
configurations can be expanded to fit 
foe size and scope of the company’s 
operation, and new sites can be added 
to the network at any time. 




CnetoKdee&i and open mthtoebae make toeBSISOO usertiendy and wymlaUe. 


A worldwide market 
The International Data Corporation 
counts 97 million Internet users world- 
wide, which makes foe potential de- 
mand for IP telephone equipment and 
services enormous. Corporate users. 


PAYBACK ANALYSIS 


Internet Voice Gateway (IVG) Saving Example With Two Four-Channel Sites 
£40,000 



Internet service providers and telecoms 
carriers are all potential targets. Ac- 
cording to recent projections made by 
U.S.-based consultants Frost & Sul- 
livan, foe value of the world market for 
voice over IP gateway telephony is set 
to expand from $473 million in 1 997 to 
Dearly $3.2 billion in 2002. By that 
second date. North America, Europe 
and Asia Pacific wiQ account, respec- 
tively, for 49 percent, 29 percent and 16 
percent of overall revenues, compared 
with 62 percent, 21 percent arid 12 
percent, respectively, at end 1998. 

Kitten & Associates estimates that 
by 2001, 35 percent of telephone calls 
around the world will be carried on 
packet networks. In addition, the num- 
ber of Internet telephony users is pro- 
jected to rise from 500,000 in mid-1998 
to 16 million by 1999. 

“Enterprises have developed a new 
global emphasis on improving service 
to customers while also achieving bet- 
ter workforce productivity. In support 
of these goals, workers -can use IP 
telephony for new applications which 
increase information delivery, enhance 
current communications channels and 
develop new market opportunities,” 
says Killen & Associates. 


of top-quality choices in a rapidly^ 
growing and highly competitive mar- 
ket. In addition to Oki, intemationaT, 
firms that provide voice/data solution ! 
— such as Cisco Systems, Lucent' 
Technologies and MICO M of North!; 

— are already battling for market share ; 

and profits, and introducing product.’ 
improvements. ! 

Oki is staying ahead of the game • 
through its strong commitment to re- '• 
search and development and foe search ! 
for innovative technology solutions. ! 

Says Mr. Okuno, “We are currently j 
taking an active role in developing new ! 
industry standards for future products i 
and further improvement of QoS [Qual- j 
ity of Service] over foe network.” ! 

Future applications for Internet tele- j 
phony stretch for beyond simple voice ; 
and fox, and encompass unified mes-j 
sagmg, interactive voice response! 
(IVR), videoconferencing and multi- [ 
media collaboration, and cal! center 
integration. • ^ 


Old’s payback analysis shorn that a British cn 
sokJBonp mo k s e v e n in 4 monta and aawsfS 


aai^mti¥BsSng£Spe2(f15fi7mti 
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-’s. » : 


18 months. 


Innovation and customer choice 
At foe same time, buyem and users can 
look forward tpLanever-wide ninp rang e 


“Ota’s Internet Voice Gateway” 
was produced in its entirety by tee 
Advertising Department of foe 
International Herald Tribune. 
Writer: Michael Rowe in Paris. 
Program Director BfllMahdec 
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ommimications on the Wings of Angels 

Company Plans Nonstop Air Link Over Cities 


is a 


i 


t By Mike Mills 

_t_ VfoshingmPosIServir, 

l WASHINGTON — There 

in the making mm 
would offer three flights daily, non- 
stop. 

; But these would be planes to 
nowhere: Each would reach a stra- 
tgBphfirie altitude of 51,000 feet 
115 450 meters), circle around for 
eight hours, then land as another 
took off to replace iL The pilot and 
oo-pilot would be the only ones 
award. And instead of pretzels, this 
Airline would serve high-speed In- 
ternet access to paying customers in 

major urban areas. 

f ft is the creation of Angel Tech- 
nologies Corp., a St Louis com- 
pany that plans to use planes with 
4.000 pounds of communications 
gear as payload and a large antenna 
strapped to the fuselage. The Angel 
•fALO (high-altitude, long-opera- 
tion) planes would run tag-team 
missions above selected cities, 
serving as many as 50,000 sub- 
scribers in coverage circles of 50 to 
75 miles in diameter. 

. Anyone in those circles who was 

equipped with a small dome-shaped 


receiving antenna would be able to 
send and receive fhU-motiofl video, 
Internet material and phone calls. 

Angel is the brainchild of Marc 
Arnold, Peter Diamandis »nrf David 
Wme, three aerospace and com- 
munications entrepreneurs who 
cooked up the idea during a week- 
end retreat at Mr. Wine's home in 
the Colorado foothills. 

“We were looking at a cover of 
Popular Science, which showed the 
Pathfinder aircraft setting altitude 
records, and said, ‘ Wouldn't it be 
great if you could use something 
Bke that to send a communications 
system 10 miles above a city?’ ” 
Mr. Diamandis said. 

To design and build the plane, the 
trio tapped die aircraft designer 
Burt Rutan, part of the family 
that built ana flew the Voyager air- 
craft that in 1986 circled the world 
in nine days without refueling. 

Wyman-Gordon Co., tee parent 
company of Mr. Rutan’s design 
firm. Scaled Composites, plans to 
announce a deal to build HAIG 
planes, perhaps as many as 100, ata 
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total cost of $760 million. Thirty 
cities would be served, the first be- 
ing Los Angeles. When the service 
might begin is unclear, the com- 
pany is stall raising money. 

Angel's plan is not exactly a con- 
ventional way to build a commu- 
nications system. That gives rise to 
toe venture's biggest obstacle: per- 
suading the telecom industry, par- 
ticularly service providers who 
would lease antenna capacity, to 
believe in Angel 

Angel’s founders would like 
their idea to be ralfgn as seriously as 
other wireless Internet projects that 
are more expensive and better 
known. Among them is TeJedesic, a 
venture backed by the cellular pi- 
oneer Craig McCaw and toe Mi- 
crosoft Corp. chairman Bill Gates, 
that would ring the weald with hun- 
dreds of low-orbiting satellites. 
Two land-based ventures, Teligent 
and WinStar, are building networks 
of transmission towers to carry In- 
ternet signals. 

But industry analysts tend to 
compare Angel with Sky Station 
International, former 
Secretary of State Alex- 
ander Haig's lofty proj- 
ect to beam Internet 
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For technology articles from toe past week, see the Technology Index on 
the IHTs World Wide Web site at http://www.iht.com. Articles include: 


• Alcatel Profit Warning Hammers Entire 
Sector, Sept IB 

. • German and French Telecoms Get Closer, 
; Sept 18 

• Alcatel Weighs ‘Significant 1 Share 
Buyback. Sept 19-20 


• Philips and EM Set Stage for Gloomy Reports, 
Sept 22 

■ Sony and Schwab Discuss Bringing Oti-Line 
Tracing to Japan, Sept 23 


To reach JHbTech editors or to comment on IHT technology coverage, send 
e-mail to tribtecMMtiLcom. 


transmissions down to cities via 
football field-sized balloons that 
would hover in toe stratosphere. 

'*1 have significant concerns 
about a te lecommunications infra- 
structure that has to fly and be re- 
fueled,” said Daniel Mist, a senior 
analyst at Sirategis Group, a Wash- 
ington research firm. “To use 
planes for someone’s core commu- 
nications needs sounds like a risky 
venture. They may have a rough 
time convincing customers that it's 
a service they can absolutely rely 
on.” 

Angel’s chief technology officer, 
Nicholas Colella, responds that 
HALO planes are more reliable 
than satellites and have much better 
coverage than land-based wireless 
systems. 

FedEx, be points out, has proved 
that aircraft are trustworthy carriers 
of timely data. Angel's planes 
would fly far above commercial air 
space and bad weather and could 
land at either small or large air- 
ports. 

And iinlik-i* satellite systems, die 
c ommuni c ation s payload on An- 
gel's planes could be upgraded as 
new technology became available. 
There also is no danger of an ex- 


pensive launch failure such as the 
one two weeks ago, in which a 
would-be wireless satellite phone 
provider, Globalst&r, lost 12 satel- 
lites when a Ukrainian rocket blew 
up. 

And instead of spending billions 
of dollars up front to create the 
instant infiastraemre of a global 
satellite constellation, Angel could 
deploy its system as mark ers ma- 
terialized. 

Service far 50,000 customers in a 
city would cost about $75 
ion to put in place, Mr. Diaman- 
dis estimates. It is hard to say pre- 
cisely how that figure slacks up 
against a land-based system. But 
Angel's proponents say that the ser- 
vice would be better — it would 
give ubiquitous coverage without 
the problems of buildings getting in 
toe way of signals and without the 
weather interference that can trou- 
ble land-based wireless systems. 

But Angel’s guardians do not 
want to be dismissive of the land- 
based services — they need them as 
customers. Because Angel does not 
own the rights to any airwaves (toe 
company decided to stay out of re- 
cent auctions for high-frequency li- 
censes), it would have to form al- 
liances with ground-based services 
or satellite operators who own the 
licenses. 


Airborne Communications 


Angel Technologies Corp . plans to use high-altitude 
aircraft, circling over cities, to supply high-speed 
Internet access, two-way video and phone calls. 


Afterahfty above 52,000 tort 



User togs onto 
the iraemat-TTw 
signal travate through a 
small, dome-shaped, 
rooftop anaerma up to 
an antenna attached 
to a circflng Angel 
HALO (high- 
altitude, tong- 
operation) 
airplane. 


G Switching gear 
Inside the plane aends 
the signal either; 

■ directly to another 
Angel user In town, 
such as toe home 
office through the 
company 
intranet, or... 



QThe internet 
provider hands 

oil data to the 
puttie switch 
telephone 
network to 
complete Its 
journey. 
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Computer Chiefs Give Europe’s Efforts Mixed Reviews 


By Victoria Shannon 

International Herald Tribune 


Inmitionl Hcnkl Triboae 


PARIS — In a coincidence of timing, 
the big guns of some of the world's 
leading computer companies all came to 
Paris to deliver their messages in person 
to the European technology community 
this month. 

But while these prominent person- 
alities agreed in man y broad areas — on 
toe importance of education, on the 
power of toe Internet and on toe need for 
more raw computing power — their 
public comments diverged in ways that 
could leave technologists confused 
about Europe’s place in the networked 
world. 

Bill Gates, appearing at the annual 
EDC European Technology Conference, 
seemed to say that Europe was catching 
up to the U.S. technology tsunami, that 
the European envi ronment far Mi- 
crosoft Corp.’s business had improved 
and that executives here recognized the 
need far technology investment 


But Craig Barrett, chief executive of 
Intel Corp., at a seminar Monday for 
information technology executives be- 
moaned Europe’s reliance on govern- 
ment regulation, its tax barriers and its 
High cost of electronic communica- 
tions. 

Steve Jobs, at toe annnal Apple Expo 
here last week, brought Europe his new- 
est products and technology, his grat- 
itude for its continued support of Apple 
Computer Inc. and his charismatic 
promise not to pull back in the near 
future. 

Perhaps these leading luminaries of 
the computer scene came off in such 
different ways because, simply, there 
still is not a single Europe to talk to: Just 
as they are culturally and linguistically , 
European countries are technologically 
and dissimilar. 

For instance, to Apple, France rep- 
resents its biggest and healthiest Euro- 
pean market It is the place that Mr. Jobs 
said — to a crowd that welcomed him 
with a standing ovation — “always 


understood what Apple was trying to do, 
that understood that computers were for 
more than just getting the job done, that 
they were for getting the job done bet- 
ter.” It was a sympathetic and warm 
assessment 

But to Intel, France represents the only 
country in Europe where it cannot con- 
duct business- to- business sales on the 


Apple sings praises, but 
Intel remains frustrated. 

Internet, because of restrictions that the 
government says are for national-secu- 
rity reasons. “We have basically intro- 
duced that program everywhere around 
the world — with one exception.” Mr. 
Barrett said in an interview this week. 

Even to amply demonstrate new 
technology capabilities at its seminar 
Monday, Intel had to apply to toe se- 
curity office of the French government 
for a special exemption from the soft- 


ware law, good for 48 hours. 

“To stand up and try to isolate a 
country or a geographic region from this 
[technology wave] and deny the fact 
that it’s going to happen 1 don’t think is 
particularly wise,” Mr. Barrett said. 

If Mr. G-kes, Mr. Barrett and Mr. Jobs 
had one common word in their mixed 
messages, for Europe as well as toe rest 
of the world, it was “simplicity.” 

A new Apple advertisement about the 
three steps needed to connect to the 
Internet emphasizes that the iMac com- 
puter is so simple that there are really 
only two steps. 

‘ ‘We think simplicity’s really impor- 
tant, and we think we have a dramatic 
advantage over our competition,” Mr. 
Jobs said. 

A lack of simplicity, Mr. Barrett said, 
“is an industry problem.’ ’ 

At Microsoft, ‘ ‘simplicity is probably 
our top priority today,” Mr. Gates told 
his Paris audience. 

Victoria Shannon edits TribTech. She 
can be e-mailed at tribtech@ihu:om. 
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IN GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS ONE 5UPPLIER 15 BETTER THAN MANY. 


.AS a multinational business, your global communi- 
cvUons are mission criticaL Only a mity international 
and independent single source provider can reliably 
deliver totally seamless solutions. You may already 
know that multi-vendor and alliance solutions do' 
not deliver either quickly, effectively or globally. 
Our Strength lies in oor independence and 
specialisation. For you. this means we deliver what 
wc promise. You wort with one network, one team 


and one common set of technologies, your best 
guarantee of reliability and quality. 

Integrated Communications 
We specialise in advanced communications for 
international business, providing integrated data, 
fax and voice services delivered through our own 
global network. Successful international clients such 
as Nestis, Allergan, Henkel and thousands of others 
recognise Infonet as a stable and innovative supplier, 


As do the many national telecom operators and global 
1000 businesses whom we provide with international 
network services. 

Global Intranets 

In addition to being the leading provider of high 
speed global intranets, Infonet implements and 
supports leading workgroup applications, such as 
Microsoft Exchange™ and Lows Notes™, in addition 
to other corporate intranet services. We support all 


Asia Pacific + 65 734 1739 North America + 1 3 10 335 2600 Latin America + 56 
Europe + 32 2 627 sv » * « 


2 368 9400 www.infonet.com 


this directly from our local offices in 57 countries, 
with connections in over 1 80. 

For 27 years we have been developing global 
communications solutions that really make a 
difference in everyday business. To find out more 
about the benefits Monet can deliver - today and 
tomorrow - contact us as below. 
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Endless Bummer 


With the Internet, Surfers Say, 
Anybody Can Find Perfect Wave 


By Rene Sanchez 

Washington Post Service 


M ALIBU, California — There 
was a tune when the surfing 
tribes who lived or roamed 
along the Pacific Coast Highway to 
catch some waves could keep cherished 
patches of water mostly to themselves. 

But more than ever, young hard-core 
surfers are being forced to share waves 
with a new breed of interlopers, in- 
cluding many middle-aged profession- 
als who are using the Internet and other 
sophisticated technology to get instant 
tips on where to find the best breaks or 
once- secret swells. 

This surge of information is creating 
a surfing showdown along the coast, and 
at times it is an ugly sight. 

In some places throughout Southern 
California, locals have resorted to 

S y-painting the lenses of cameras 
entrepreneurs are placing atop 
beach houses, hotels and cliffs to relay 
up-to-the-minute footage of the ocean to 
the Internet for surfers looking for the 
next perfect wave. At other sites, out- 
siders have had tires slashed and have 
been threatened, punched or pelted with 
rocks — harassment known in surfing 
circles as “localism.” 

What was once the ultimate expression 
of California cool, it seems, is becoming 
another victim erf California gridlock. 

“It's getting way super-crowded out 
there.” Adam Virs. 19, said on a recent 
morning during a break in a surfing 
contest in this beach community just 


, 

'mm*" 


north of Los Angeles. 
“You cot the Web< 


“You got the Web exploding with all 
these new sites telling everyone where 
to go every day, and suddenly you got 
all these old guys saying, ‘Hey, I can 


still do it’ ft’s an- 
noying.” 

In some re- 
spects. the acri- 
mony in the water 
is not entirely 
new. Graying 
surfers and histo- 
rians of the sport 
say that as far 
back as the late 
1950s, when 
filmmakers 
began glorifying 
California's surf- 
ing culture, locals 
complained that 
their secret spots 
were being ex- 
posed. But the 
speed and scope 
of the technology Surfers catching s 
available today outsiders or forme 
make those old 
complaints look quaint 

Along with the cameras, which surf 
shops and on-line companies post along 
the beach to promote waves on dozens of 
Internet sites, are an array of new phone 
services that high-tech surfers can dial for 
daily, or even hourly, scouting reports. 

“Those sites are getting thousands 
and thousands of hits a month,” said 
Steve Hawk, editor of Surfer magazine. 
“It’s eliminating the advantage that 
surfers who live near the beach always 
used to have.” 

To the dismay of surfing purists, 
companies also have begun tracking 
wave patterns from as far away as New 
Zealand and pinpointing the time and 
place they wifi reach California shores. 

Surfers can even buy pagers that can 
be sec to beep when waves reach the 



AIT /Commentary 


Remember Typewriters? 
They Have Their Pluses 


J 


By Clyde Haberman 

New York Times Service 


N EW YORK — You have prob- 
ably already read, and you can 
expect to read a lot more in the 
rmning months, about something called 
Y2K, which is shorthand lor the pro- 


gramming bug that will prevent zillions 
of comparers from reco gnizing the year 
2000 when it comes around because they 
were weaned on a two-digit system for 
dates. This year, for instance, is rendered 
simply as 98, with the 19-assumed. 

Expectations are that many mach in es 
will go cross-eyed with the approaching 
double-ought rollover, believing that 
we are back in 1900 and not in 2000. 

Terrible consequences have been pre- 
dicted. But even if you are among those 
who suspect the world will somehow 
muddle through, you have to sneer at a 
technology that lacks die sense God 
gave a desk calendar. 

Martin Tytell had to laugh. Y2K? 
* ‘To tell you the truth,” he said the other 
day, “it doesn’t bother me at alL" 

Of course it doesn’t Computers are 
meaningless to Mr. Tytell, who at 85 is 
one . of the few remaining typewriter 
repairmen in New York City. 

Mr. Tytell has been building and re- 
pairing typewriters for 70 years, die last 
30 in a crowded shop up a flight of stairs 
from Fulton Street m lower Manhattan. 
In his bow tie and white lab coat, a pen 
planted in the breastpocket, he is master 
of a realm of cogs and key caps, of 
rollers and ribbons, all competing for 
space with hundreds of typewriters in 
English. German, Russian, Greek. 
Hebrew, Arabic, Farsi, you name it. 

JBveiy few years, someone with a pen 
and notepad climbs the stairs to see how 
this throwback to die pre-computer age 
is getting along. The visitor & always 
rewarded with grand tales of how Mr. 
Tytell and his wife, Pearl, verified doc- 


mmmm 


Ihoq H. NcataVIteLn AneMaTtaa 

Surfers catching a wave at Huntington Beach, California. The ocean is being crowded oat by 
outsiders or former surfers using the Internet to discover the best breaks or once-secret swells. 


height they specify in the locations they 
select and program. 

Surfers call it “hyping a swell” — 
and they are divided on whether it is a 
blessing or a curse. 


director of the Surfrider’s Foundation, a 
nonprofit beach-preservation group. 


T HE trends in technology, along 
with the fact that surfboards have 
never been lighter or sturdier, are 
luring droves of the middle-aged back to 
a pastime they abandoned in their youth 
or regretted not trying years ago — and 
setting off a boom in die business. 

In some surf spots, it is not unusual to 
see professionals paddling into the water 
carrying trappings of their jobs — pagers 
or cellular phones in waterproof cases. 

“I’ve seen guys on the phone out 
there while they're waiting for the next 
wave,” said Pierce Flynn, 44. executive 


Daily updated video clips and de- 
tailed surf reports with links to surf cam 
locations can be found at: 
wwwjsurfcheck.com 
The Real Surfing rite offers many 
links, surf reports, weather and other 
surfing information for locations 
around the world at 
wwwreal-surfingxom 
The Malibu Surfing Association’s 
Web site dedicated to preserving and 
promoting the classic art of longboard 
surfing can be found at 
msa.earthbizjiet 


BRIEFLY 


GOTCHA ON THE SPELL- 
CHECKER: The Internet has been 
buzzing with all sorts of pranks and 
trivia related to President BUI Clinton’s 


troubles. But an e-mail tip widely cir- 
culated last week made the program- 


culated last week made the program- 
mers of Microsoft Word, the word-pro- 
cessing software, seem predictive. 

The tip was this: Type the sentence 
“I'd like to see Bill Clinton resign” in a 
Word document, highlight it, and then 
run it through the program’s thesaurus. 
Hie waggish thesaurus retorts with the 
phrase “1*11 drink to that.” 

Did political oracles help compile 
Want? No. As It turns out, the Word 
thesaurus issues the same response with 


the phrases “I'd like to see Bill Gates go 
broke” and “I’d like to see my stocks 
go up” — and any other phrase be- 
ginning with simply “I’d ...” 

Planting hidden pranks in software is 
a time-honored programmers' tradition, 
of course. But *TU drink to that" was 
not die result of programmer mischief. 
Rather, explained John Duncan, a Mi- 
crosoft product manager, the natural- 
language thesaurus in Word offers 
phrases, listed alphabetically, that it 
considers to be possible alternatives for 
the word used. (NYT) 


THE NEXT BIG THING? Mixing 
technical and , political evangelism, the 


by George Gilder and his libertarian 
friends from Forbes magazine, is one of 
the highest-powered gatherings of tech- 
nologyexperts that is held in the United 
States. 

But at this year’s conference, held last 
week at Lake Tahoe, California, the 
most provocative moment came when 
Paul Jacobs, a top executive for Qual- 
comm Inc., conducted a private late- 
night demonstration of his company’s 
latest creation: a digital wireless phone 
fully integrated with a Palm Pilot hand- 
held computer. 

The new Qualcomm product, called 
the pdQ* will not be w^ddy. ayaflabte: 


until next year. But if it lives up to Mr. 
Jacobs’s demonstration, it could be- 
come the most popular item among the 
techno-elite since the Palm Pilot itself. 

The potential importance of the pdQ 
goes beyond novelty, however. 

Digital experts these days are betting 
that the ultimate challenge to. Mi- 
crosoft’s desktop dominance will not 
come at the desktop but from mobile 
devices that blur the line between com- 
puting and communications. The pdQ 
could be the first to fulfill that vision. 

The potential applications rangefrom 
e-mail messages that will automatically 
dial a phone number to wireless, stock 
ojfei; theJns^neQ . ' 


terest in tire old machines, Mr. Tytell , 
said. “Some gal graduated from Barn- 
ard, and her family decided to make hdj 
a present of the typewriter that her 
grandma used, with champagne and ev- 
Sythmg/’hesaid. “Something sgoing 
on there.” i 

As he talked, a young man from,] 
Brooklyn carried in a slightly battered. 
Mercedes Selects, an antique manual; 
typewriter that he had bought at a- yard 
sale as a gift for his girlfriend, an as* 
piling author. “She wants to write with, 
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uments by the typewriters that were 
used, how daring World War H they 
built machines in 145 lan gauges fra the 
U.S. Army, how an upside-down later 
in Burmese inadvertently installed by 
Mr. Tytell became the accepted stan- 
dard for all Burmese typewriters. 

The purpose of the journey this time 
was to see whether computers had fi- 
nally dealt typewriters a ratal blow. For- 
tunately, the answer was no. 

Young people, women in particular 
'foiusaoge, r^son^ Jjaye^ ^pwn 


NutoAadii' 

the same tools Hemingway wrote, ; 
with,” foe Brooklyn man explained. 

Mr. Tytell says that typewriters havoj 
a soul, unlike you know what 

Is there any question which kind of- 
machine is healthier for you? In die type-’ 
writer’s heyday, you never heard aboutj 
repetitive stress uquiy, or about eyestrain^ 
from staring at blinking images. 

Typewriters also fostered mental-, 
health. Think of all foe computer weirdos,, 
you read about these days, like the cy- " 
beroultists who committed mass suiridn 
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last year. You never had anything like iff 
that with foe Smith-Corona crowd. ; 


‘ As for durability, “You show me the j 
computer that’s going to last 15 years,” ■ 
Mk. Tytell said. 

“But with these” — his hand swept ‘ 
across a row of old Olympias — “you i 
wipe them off, and they’re good fra ' 
another 20 years.” ; 

And he expects to be around to nurse i 
them, if not for decades then certainly * 
beyond foe irrelevant Y2K. 
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Brazil’s Leader 
, Shifts Aid Stand 

Cardoso Now Open to IMF Help 
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CemfAifbrOBStffFn 

BRASILIA — President Fernando 
Mennque Cardoso said Wednesday (hat 
he would support international aid to 
shore up the country's battered finances, 
reversing previous reluctance on this. 

With $120 billion in government debt 
due before the end of the year, Brazil 
needs to instil] confidence amon g in- 
vestors, who have been wary erf buying 
government securities because of rising 
interest rates and the threat of a de- 
valuation. 

Mr. Cardoso’s comments — in die 
midst of his re-election campaign — 
bolstered optimism that T-»«in America 
may avoid the devaluations and reces- 
i sioos plaguing Asia. 

Brazil’s benchmark stock index 
jumped 10.98 percent 

“I am convinced that the G-7 coun- 
tries and the international institutions 
should make sufficient resources avail- 
able to international institutions to cre- 
ate a crisis prevention fund to be used in 
case of necessity by the Latin American 
countries,'” Mr. Cardoso said in a 
speech. 

His request for aid — a condition set 
by lenders such as the International 
Monetary Fund and the Inter- American 
Development Bank — are the latest 
move in a camp aign to stem capital 
flight that has drained more t han $15 
billion this month. 

Benchmark interest rates have been 
pushed to 49.75 percent as the gov- 
ernment's foreign reserves shrank to 
below $50 billion from $75 billion in 
mid-August 

J.P Morgan & Co. forecast fee econ- 
omy would tip into recession next year, 
shrinking up to 2 percent because of 


rising borrowing 
costs. 

The Inter- 
American Devel- 
opment bank ap- 
proved Wednes- 
day a $1.1 billion 
loan for Brazil, 
the largest in fee 
history of fee or- 
ganization, a 
Bank official 
said. 

"If it is in fee 
country's in- 
terests to carve 
out a deal wife 
these institutions, 
we win,” said 
Mr. Cardoso, re- 
ferring to fee IMF 
and the Inter- 
American Development Bank. 

Brazilian media reports say that fee 
country’s creditors could make a pos- 
sible credit line of $50 billion available 
to the country. Finance Minis ter Pedro 
Malan has said in an interview feat a $26 
billion package is in fee works. 

Mr. Cardoso, who has already 
slashed government spending to insu- 
late Brazil from fee e m e r gin g mark e t s 
crisis, announced feat he would im- 
plement a plan to cut fee budget deficit 
by cutting spending further and “if nec- 
essary, increasing taxes.” 

Hie program to reduce fee deficit 
would be implemented in (be 
weeks, “regardless of who is 
president' ' in fee forthcoming elections, 
he said. The first round is OcL 4. 

“I am determined to make fee sac- 
rifices necessary to get the economy 



IMF Admits Making 
Errors in Asia Crises 

But Camdessus Says Worst Is Over for Some 


Brazilians passing a poster on Wednesday, pot op by a labor union, showing Mr. Cardoso 
with a machine gun, astride health service workers, civil servants, the landless and retired. 


growing again,” Mr. Cardoso said, re- 
ferring to fee woes that Brazil has 
suffered as part of fee global financial 
crisis. 

He said the fiscal adjustment pack- 
age, which will be presented in Novem- 
ber and will span 1999 to 2001, would 
begin to show results in 1999. 

' TarJrling far wadnn and wwn rairing 

fee number of people paying taxes,” be 
said, would be a key plank of fee pack- 
age to cut fee budget deficit, which at 
558 billion now equals more than 7 
percent of nation’s $800 billion gross 
domestic product 

Bnt in a live television address, Mr. 
Cardoso warned: “Hie state most live 
within its means and stick to its spend- 
ing limits in order to solve this problem 
once and for alL 

“The state cannot convert itself into a 


burden on fee economy.” 

Mr. Cardoso also reiterated his de- 
termination not to devalue, stressing 
feat he “would do everything possible 
to protect the real,” Brazil's currency. 

The deficit makes fee country vul- 
nerable to swings in interest rates and a 
weaker currency . Two-thirds of Brazil ’s 
$300 billion of domestic debt is float- 
ing-rate securities. Another large chuck 
is pegged to fee dollar. 

Hie key to the budget cuts is an 
overhaul of pension laws, which has 
been stalled in Congress since 1995. 

Brazilian law allows people to retire 
early, inducing many people to leave 
jobs before the age erf 50 and accu- 
mulate benefits that will make fee gov- 
ernment pay some $7 billion this year 
more than it collects in pension taxes. 

(Bloomberg, AFP) 


Agence France-Presse 

FRANKFURT — The International 
Monetary Fund has made errors in pre- 
dicting and preventing the financial 
crises rocking southeast Asia and Rus- 
sia, the IMF's managing director, 
Michel Camdessus, said. 

In an interview wife fee German 
weekly Die Zeit to be published Thurs- 
day, he said ihat the IMF had not been 
properly informed about short-term cap- 
ital movements and should have done 
more to monitor the financial sectors. 

“Yes, we have made mistakes,” he 
admitted. “For instance, we did not take 
notice of information on short-term cap- 
ital transactions soon enough. But either 
the authorities in fee crisis countries did 
not have the data then or they did not 
want to release them because they were 
so worrying.” 

Separately, Mr. Camdessus said in 
Paris that Japan was set far recovery in 
the second half of next year. He said that 
for several Asian countries, at least, 
“fee worst has passed.” 

In Japan, fee motor for Asia’s econ- 
omy, “fee second half of next year 
should be fee year of recovery'’ fol- 
lowing a “catastrophic” year during 
which the economy was likefy to contract 
by 23 percent or more, he said. 

Other Asian countries would begin to 
recover in 2000 or 2001, Mr. Cam- 
dessus said, adding that ‘ ’growth would 
already have begun to recover if we had 
not had a crisis atthe heart of fee crisis, 
which is fee Japanese crisis.” 

Mr. Camdessus told Die Zeit he was 
“very concerned” about fee situation in 
Malaysia, saying state controls were no 
substitute for sound economic policy. 
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Oil Firms’ Chiefs 
To ‘Brainstorm’ 
Amid Hard Times 

GaifiM bf Our SK&Fiam Dopasches 

LONDON — Heads of some of 
the world’s biggest oil companies will 
meet in Italy at the end of next week 
wife their industry facing depressed 1 
prices and an uncertain future. 

The meeting OcL 3 and 4 in 
Venice will gather top executives 
from about 20 oil companies to 
discuss restructuring, technologic- 
al changes and geopolitical issues 
including the Asian crisis and de- 
velopments in the Middle East and 
fee former Soviet Union. 

Nader Sultan, deputy chairman 
of Kuwait Petroleum Carp., said 
the meeting was one of three or four 
normally held each year among fee 
heads of fee world's major oil 
companies. These are “brainstorm- 
ing meetings on whatever is topical 
at fee time they meet,” he said, 
adding that he had “no great ex- 
pectations” for the meeting. 

Petroleum Finance Co., fee con- 
sulting firm that will be the host for 
fee meeting, said it would “provide 
a discreet forum at the highest com- 
mercial level, as opposed to polit- 
ical level.” 

Oil prices, which are near a 10- 
ycar low and down about 22 percent 
from a year ago, will not be dis- 
cussed, because the meeting was 
convened before fee latest price 
collapse, said Mohammed Abdul- 
jabbar. a senior advisor at Petro- 
leum Finance. 

While some say fee meeting will 
be a way for companies to reinforce 
relationships and seek opportuni- 
ties to work together, others place 
less importance on it because it is 
not an emergency meeting. 

"It's not unusual to hold in- 
dustry meetings of this sort,’ ’ said 
Stefan Rating, a spokesman for the 
European competition commis- 
sioner, Karel van MierL “Obvi- 
ously we'll look at whatever topics 
they’re planning to discuss, but we 
don’t pmna facie think it'll be any- 
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Euroland Asking Questions About Italy and Ireland 


By Alan Frie dman 

tmermnonal HeraldTribme 


ROME — Much has been said in 
recent days about the need for European 
interest rates to converge, presumably at 
around fee 33 percent level of German 
and French rates, by fee time fee euro is 
launched in January by 11 countries. 
But in some — Italy and Ireland in 
particular — stubborn national interests 
have yet to give way to the harmonious 
and cooperative spirit feat is supposed 
to characterize Euroland. 

The European rate debate gained 
prominence last week, when Hans TLet- 
meyer, fee Bundesbank’s stfll-inflnen- 
tial president, first rejected a suggestion 
from President Bill Clinton of globally 
coordinated rate cuts as a solution to the 
emerging markets crisis. Then he re- 
minded the high-rate countries in Euro- 
land that they should be bringing rates 
down to achieve a single rate for all 
members of fee euro, as required, by 
year-end. 

Bringing down rates in these coun- 
tries should also spur growth in an area 
that accounts for about a third of fee 
gross domestic product of Euroland. 

Yet, this week fee head of the Euro- 
pean Central Bank, Wim Dnisenberg, 
said he feared that instead of there being 
a gradual converging of interest rates in 
fee 100 days before fee launch of 
Europe’s single currency, there could be 
“a steep fall in a single day.” 

Neither Mr. TSe&neyer nor Mr. Duis- 
eoberg named names, but economists 
imm ediately understood that they were 
talking about some of the five countries 
— Finlan d, Ireland, Italy, Portugal and 
Spain — that still have rates higher than 
3.3 percent 

Finland, where die rate is 3 .4 percent, 
is not a problem. Likewise, Spain and 
Portugal, wife rates of 435 percent and 
4_5 percent, are perceived as euro-team 
players feat are likely to move ahead 
with a glide path of downward rate 
moves between now and Christmas. 

It is true feat Spain's growth rate is 
much higher than die likely Euroland 
averagefor 1998, which should be about 
2.8 percent Spain repeated Wednesday 


that its economy was running at a 3.9 
percent annualized pace in fee second 
quarter. (Page 15) 

* And since low interest rates are 
already boosting consumer spending 
and investment in .Spain, there is a 
chance that bringing rates down to 33 
percent could cause some overheating. 
But for Spain this is a marginal problem, 
as fee additional boost gamed from 
lower rates should be balanced against 
the backdrop of much slower global 
growth in generaL 

Italy and Ireland, by contrast, are two 
Euroland members wife differing yet 
substantial domestic problems that have 
kept interest rates dramatically high. 
Italy’s central bank rate is 5 percent, 
while Ireland's is 6.19 percent 

In Italy, despite a steady stream of 
calls for lower interest rates from politi- 
cians, onion leaders, industrialists and 
economists, and despite overwhelming 
evidence that 1998 growth is running at 
an anemic 1.7 or Lspercenl, fee central 
bank governor, Antonio Fazio, has re- 
fused to budge since ApriL 

Marry economists believe feat irre- 

down by more than 13 percentage 
points this side of January — a hefty 
reduction — Mr. Fazio is still con- 
ducting monetary policy wife a tradi- 
tional, domestic orientation. 

What in practice is that 

beyond keeping rates high as a way of 
safeguarding the lira ata time of global 
market tunnofl, the Bank of Italy is keen 
to continue to use interest rate cuts as a 
reward for fee successful approval of 
the country's annual budget, which is 
due to be presented at the end of this 
week but which could take months to 


convergence and almost sounds like an 
excuse for not cutting rates.” 

Ms. Cottrell predicts that “if Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi presents a 
-budget that fee Communists reject, I am 
sure Mr. Fazio will delay interest rate 
cuts until late December.” 

Ireland has a differe nt problem. 

Wife a skilled labor market, con- 
tinuing inward investment, a booming 
export sector and low corporate taxes, 
Ireland has become, in fee words of Ms. 
Cottrell, “a Celtic tiger economy.” 

. Anticipation of the inevitable and 
sharp interest rate cut of nearly 3 per- 
centage points feat wifi occur in Ireland 
has already tonight down mortgage and 
long-term interest rates and has helped 


to power economic growth that could be 
more than 9 percent this year. 

When Irish interest rates drop from 
6. 19 percent to as low as 33 percent the 
economy will risk overheating, and that 
is a genuine consideration. 

Ultimately, the effect of interest rate 
convergence will be to bring down the 
overall average rate among the 1 1 coun- 
tries launching the euro from its present 
3.74 percent to 33 percent 

That says Holder Schmiedmg, an 
economist at Merrill Lynch in London, 
amounts to an effective half-point rate 
cat for Euroland. The effect of the cuts, 
of course, will be felt at first more in 
peripheral Europe, in countries such as 
Italy, Spain, Portugal and Ireland. 
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Mr. Camdessus forecasts recovery. ,, 

Prime Minister Mahathir bin Moha- “ 
mad has announced sweeping currency . 
controls to insulate the bartered econ- ‘‘ 
omy including a fixed exchange rate and 
plans to abandon the convertibility of~ 
fee ringgit starting next Thursday. 

Hie IMF warned Malaysia this month . 
that its controls on capital flows must be ‘ 
only a short-term measure, reminding it ' 
not to back away from financial reform. ' 

“The measures will isolate fee conn- 
try from the rest of the world in the long 
term,” Mr. Camdessus said. 

But he pointed to success in parts of 
Southeast Asia, saying IMF aid pro- 
grams were beginning to show fruit 
after successive crises in Thailand, In- . 
donesia and South Korea. Trade figures ! 
have improved in these countries, he . 
said, inflation is under control, and in- 1 
terest rates have gone down. 

Mr. Camdessus said he was in Asia 
“when it became horrifyingly clear feat . . 
the problems in Russia were very sim-^ 
ilar, it was struggling under macro-eco- r 
noraic imbalances, a sick banking sys- j 
tern and cronyism.” n 

Russia's new cabinet is due to unveil * 
its prescription for fee country’s chronic y 
economic malaise Thursday. 

But Anatoli Chubais, Russia's farmer 
envoy lathe IMF, said in an interview- 
published Wednesday that only IMF 
money could save Russia from a “ca- 
tastrophe” and added that fee govern-, 
ment would have to put together a con- 
vincing program to secure fee IMF’s f 
confidence — and loans. 

Mr. Camdessus said in Paris that he_^ 
would want Prime Minister Yevgeni, ^ 
Primakov of Russia to save the ruble and - 
fee country’s budget and restructure do- 
mestic debt in a “civilized” way for 
creditors before fee IMF would resume ~ 
its loan programs. 


Expatriates 9 Families Get New Attention. 


By Diane E. Lewis 

The Boston Globe 


B 


j fee risk of apolitical crisis is 
palpable, as fee Refounded Commu- 
nists are once again demanding more 
public spending on job creation as fee 
jyice of their support for he budget law 
in Parliament 

Alison Cottrell, an economist at 
FaineWebber in London, notes that 
“Mr. Fazio keeps referring to domestic 
money simply numbers, which is quite a 
pedantic fine at this stage in European 
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OSTON — As 
global trade has 
grown, corporate 
America is doing a 
lot more to prepare execu- 
tives for overseas assign- 
ments, *nd that ihmik re- 
sponding to the needs of 
spouses and children. 

Take, for example, Gil- 
lette Co., based in Boston. 

After an executive is se- 
lected for overseas travel, 
Gillette sends the employee 
and spouse overseas for a 
weeklong visit designed to 
help fee family look at 
schooling, housing, and 
neighborhoods and help 
them iron out relocation con- 
cerns before a permanent 
move is made, said Rank 
O’Connell, director of global 
compensation for Gillette. 

In New York, Windham 
International, a consulting 
firm that specializes in help- 
ing executives relocate 
abroad, said revenue from 
executive relocations over- 
seas accounted for 42 percent 
of its sales revenue. The com- 
pany assigns advocates, or 
“buddies, ’ to employees’ 
spouses and children, and 
these advocates meet fee 

family members at the ahport 
and serve as friends, confid- 
antes and allies. 

“Right now, feeze are 
even special programs for 
teens,” said UeneDolins, se- 
nior vice president of Wind- 
ham, a privately held firm, 
“and fee reason is feat the 
whole success of fee transfer 
depends on family support If 
the family isn’t happy, the 
assignment won’t lasL” 

In 1993, when fee Em- 
ployee Relocation Council in 
Washington polled company 
executives to determine why 
overseas assignments failed, 
few if any employers were 
paying attention to relocation 
sendees or counseling for ex- 
patriate famOies. 

The council's, survey 
found ttwf internatio nal as- 
signments of more than 60 
percent of American em- 


ployees had failed because 
spouses and family members 
had not been able to adjust to 
the move. 

Although current statistics 
are not available, specialists 
say more companies are pay- 
ing attention to the problem 
by focusing attention on trail- 
ing spouses and children. 

According to a study of 
400 international executives 
by Berijtz International Inc. 
and fee Institute for Inter- 
national Human Resources, 
based in Virginia, the typical 
expatriate is male (84 per- 
cent), between 39 and 45 (57 
percent) and married with a 
spouse or family that will ac- 
company him or her on the 
assignment (82 percent). 

“Very often fee spouse 
needs training more than the 
employee,” said Michael 
McCallum, national director 
of business development for 
Berlitz International Inc. 
“Typically, the employee 
will nave a network of people 
to talk to, but the spouse is 
going to have to keep fee 
home together and negotiate 
outside the house on a daily 
basis. If relocation fails, it is 
because a family member is 
unhappy.” 

To assist employees in fee 
transition, Berlitz does cross- 

cultural tr aining and lan- 
guage instruction for the en- 
tire family — a significant 
change from fee company's 
early reputation as an inter- 
national language* institute 
that focused on offering in- 
struction to fee rich. 

Ms. Dolins recalls an em- 
ployee who returned home 
abruptly after only one year, 
several months after his wife 
had thrown up her hands and 
returned to fee United States. 

“His wife hopped a plane 
after only two months 
abroad, and now they are get- 
ting a divorce,” said Ms. 
Dolins. “He felt fee whole 
family fell apart because of 
the assignment” 

At the Monterey Interna- 
tional Institute in California, 
employers pay a minimum erf 
$9,000 for a six-week lan- 
guage “camp” feat teaches 


the executive die host com- 
pany’s language and pre- 
pares his or her spouse and 
children to live abroad. 

“It costs companies a for- 
tune to send someone over- 
seas,” said Jeannie Watts, 
i manager for custom 
>e services at the 
Monterey Institute. “It is a 
much better investment if fee 
expatriate and his family are 
able to speak fee language, 
understand the culture and 
are not living in an English- 
speaking ghetto where they 
cannot communicate wife 


anyone but people who speak- - 
English.” 

Students refer to fee. . 
courses as “boot camps” be- 
cause Monterey suggests that 
executives divorce them- 
selves from fee company, 
stay away from fee office, 
and disconnect the telephone 
during the six weeks. Some., 
are so committed to fee pro-, i 
cess that they stay in area - 
hotels. Others, typically ex- 
ecutives from foreign coun- 
tries who are learning Eng- 
lish, are placed in American - - 
host homes. 
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1998 first half results 

For die six months to die end of June 19%, the Christian Dior Group 
tanuvET was FF 21,026 miffirm and net income from operations - before 
amortisation of goodwill - was FF 665 million, compared to FF 22,176 
million and FF 776 million respectively for die equivalent period in 
1997. 


(nriffianFF) 

1st half 
1998 

1st half 

1997 

Turnover 

2LQ26 

22.176 

Net income from operations 
before goodwill amortisation 

1,881 

2285 

Of which share of the Christian Dior Group 

66 5 

776 

Net income 

1273 

2102 


746 


699 


Of whkh share of die Christian Dior Group 

Christian Dior Couture turnover was FF 635 million, slightly above the 
1997 Jevd. The increase in direct sales recorded by die retail network in 
Europe and in the United States, parti culary in die ready-to-wear for 
women which has increased by metro than 50 % arce the arrival of John 
Galliano, enables the Company to compensate for die weakness in foe 
Asian markets. 

The net income recorded a loss of FF 36 million, due to die revised 

satefthrough the^^^etwor^^^rtiailar, die net income^^w 
wee affected by foe sharp decrease m license revenues resulting bom 
the phasing rat of Hrenseesm Japan, to foe medium term, howewer, foe 
new strategy should arable the Company to more than recoup foe 
reduction in net income caused by this phasing out of licence 
agreements. 

The outlook for foe second half of 19® should be assessed with caution, 
as the Croup's economic env ironm ent is deteriorating. Though sales 
volume in Japan remains satisfactory, the economic situation in foe rest 
of Asia was huffier affected by foe decline in foe value of he Japanese 
yen. In addition, new sources of uncertainty recently emerged in other 
parts of the world, notably Russia ana Latin America, and the 
weakening of the US dollar is beginning to weigh on European 
economies. Under these rireonstances, foe Group expects to post a 
dedine in profitability for 1996 as a whole. 

* * 

* 

A dividend prepayment of FF 630 per share will be paid on 
December l, 1998. 
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Very briefly: 


Prices of PCs Plunge in the U.S. 9 
Led by Drop in Memory - Chip Cost 

Fully Functional Systems Are Available for Less Than $ 1,000 


By Elizabeth Corcoran 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — Prices al- 
ways fall in tiie personal computer 
business, but never have they ex- 
perienced the wild powered descent 
of the past 18 months in the United 
States. Folly functional systems 


«i ConAgra Inc’s first-quarter profit fell 8 percent, to 5109 J 
” rk and beef and lower 

company's third con- 


qrillion. amid excess supplies of pork and beef and lower 
export demand in Asia. It was the cc 


secotive quarterly profit decline. 

•‘.Hoyts Cinemas Group of Australia and GC Cos. of the 


United States plan to spend $350 million to build movie 
theaters in South America. 


• Dean Foods Co.’s first-quarter profit fell 1.4 percent, to 
S>21.2 million, as its interest expense more than doubled. 
^Scbering-Plougb Corpw, which produces the world’s best- 
selling allergy drug, Claritin, will split its stock 2-for-l on 
l amid what the company said were expectations of 
itinued strong growth in earnings. 

■ Bell Atlantic Corp. plans to repurchase as much as $1.4 
billion of its common stock before Oct- 1, 2000. 

•.Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc-’s third-quarter profit fell 
2^3 percent, to $151 milli on, after die company posted trading 
losses in global markets. 

■ Kauftnan & Broad Home Corp.’s third-quarter profit rose 
85 percent, to $28. 1 million, surpassing analysts’ estimates, 
amid strong demand for housing. AP, Bloomberg, AFP. Reuters 


date software today often sell for 
under $1 ,000, aprice that not so long 
ago fetched just obsolete castoffs. 

At the CompUSA superstore in 
San Jose, California, you can pick 
up a Packard Bell operating at a 
zippy speed of 300 megahertz for 
about $900 after rebates. That in- 
cludes a monitor and a Canon color 
printer. An Office Depot outside 
San Francisco offers a similar $900 
deal on a Hewlett Packard Pavilion 
6330 (also with monitor and print- 
er). 

* ‘There absolutely has been a 
steeper decline this year than pre- 
vious years,” said Cathryn Baskin, 
editor in chief of PC World 
magazine in San Francisco. “In the 
past when a PC hit that magic 
$1,000 price point, it was a fire sale 
of old technology that wasn’t worth 
much.” 

Analysts see three big factors at 
work. 

An old-fashioned price war is 
driving prices down. 

Software now on the market does 
not require the more advanced sys- 
tems. which for years have been 
priced at $2,000 and up. 


And tire financial crisis in Asia is 
benefiting American computer buy- 
ers. As companies in the afflicted 
countries fight to retain sales, they 
are slashing prices for memory 
chips and other components. 

Most analysts say that 
Computer Cwp. started the big 
in prices in February 1997 by de- 
buting a $999 “full-featured mul- 
timedia” model of its Presario lines 
of computers, without a monitor. 
Other industry leaders weren’t far 
behind By last Christmas, Hewlett 
Packard Co. had a version of its 
Pavilion line on the market for 
$1,000 — including monitor. 

The .drop helped computer 
lies find customers among, 
who could not afford the 
■ $2,000 price tags. A survey 
by market research firm Dataquest 
of San Jose in April found thar be- 
tween 75 percent and 80 percent of 
those buying the inexpensive PCs 
were first-time buyers. 

The price decline also reflected 
the state of the parallel development 
of hardware and software: Hard- 
ware had moved well ahead in the 
race. There wasn’t much software 
that needed the processing power of 
the higher-end machines. 

“Even the lowest-end hardware 
outpaces the software most of us 
use,” said Mike Feibus, a principal 
analyst at Mercury Research, a mar- 
ket research firm in Scottsdale, Ari- 
zona. “For the vast majority of us, 
there isn’t a reason to spend more” 
and get the latest hardware. 


Evea Microsoft Corp. s latest op- 
erating system, Windows 98, does 
not demand a significantly more 
powerful microprocessor. As a re- 
sult, the chip makers Advanced Mi- 
cro Devices Inc. and Cyrix Corp., a 
division of National Semiconductor 
Corp., are using their expertise to 
chum out not just more powerful 
chips, but ones that operate at 
former speeds at a lower price. 

[Advanced Micro Devices un- 
veiled a chip for laptop computers 
that is about a third the price of 
similar chips made by its archrival, 
Intel Carp., Bloombeig News re- 
ported from Sunnyvale, California. 

[The chip, called the AMD-K6/ 
300, will run at 300 megahertz, as 
fast as Intel’s most advanced pro- 
cessor for laptops. It will sell for 
S7-2Q in lots of 1,000. Intel’s com- 
parable 300MHz Pentium U 300 
sells for $637.] 

Even the chip kingpin, Intel, has 

been forced to create an entirely new 
family of low-priced chips, which it 
calls its Celeron line. Though Intel’s 
most sophisticated Pentium II Xion 
mi c ropr ocessors cost mare than 
$2,800 apiece, Celeron chips are 
going for $149 to $192. 

Not only microprocessor costs 
have fallen. “The industry as a 
whole has seen some of the biggest 
declines in memory prices over the 
last six months,” said Patrick 
Moorhead, who directs product 
marketing for Compaq Computer 
Corp-’s Presario fine of com- 
puters. 
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Alcatel Shops for U.S. Acquisitions 


Bloomberg New 

NEW YORK — Undeterred by its profit warning last week. Serge 
Tchuruk, chief executive of Alcatel SA, said Wednesday that the 
French maker of phone equipment was planning more U.S. ac- 
quisitions to gain advanced technology. 

Alcatel said last week that earnings would not meet forecasts this 
year as European customers cut spending and a recession in Southeast 
Asia slows sales. Its shares have since fallen by nearly 40 percent 

Alcatel has already purchased the Texas-based DSC Commu- 
nications Corp. for $3.18 billion. Mr. Tchuruk said it was looking at 
smaller companies with products that carry data on networks at high 
speeds, pitting it against Lucent Technologies Inc. and Northern 
Telecom LtrL, the biggest North American equipment makers. 

“You don’t get into the U.S. market unless you have some tech- 
nology that gives you headway,” Mr. Tchuruk said. 

Alcatel could begin making more acquisitions within “the next few 
months,” he said, and spend “a few hundred million dollars.” Mr. 
Tcfaurok dwlinpd to name candidates. 

Alcatel finished 56 francs higher at 570 ($100.48) in Paris, and its 
American depositary receipts were up $L50 in late trading, at $19.50- ... 


Stocks Race Ahead 

On U.S. Rate Outlook 


NEW YORK — Stocks soared 
Wednesday on expectations that 
US. interest rates could be cut 


soon, offering scope for stronger 
ofits. 


corporate prof—. 

The Dow Jones industrial av- 
erage rose 257.21 points to close 
at 8,154.41, and the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index was up 36.46 at 
1,066.09. The Nasdaq composite 
rose 62.47 to 1,760.27. 


US. STOCKS 


Gaining issues outnumbered los- 
ing ones by a 3-to-l ratio on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

Alan Greenspan, the chai rman 
of the Federal Reserve Board, told 
the Senate Budget Committee that 
the widening financial crisis 
would require policymakers to be 
'‘especially sensitive to the deep- 
ening signs of global distress.” 

The comments suggested that 
Mr. Greenspan might argue for a 
reduction in the overnight bank, 
lending rate when the policy- 
making Federal Open Market 
Committee meets next week. If 
so, it would be the first Fed policy 
change in 18 mouths and the first 
interest-rate cut in 32 months. 
“World leaders are taking pro- 


key index closed 5.4 percent high- 
er on optimism about bank earn- 
ings. In London, the Financial 
Times-Stock Exchange index of 
100 stocks rose 2.18 perc®* 

On Wall Street, United .Tech- 
nologies led the Dow higher, 
gaining 4 3/16 to 80tf after its 
chief executive predicted the 
world’s biggest air conditioner 
and elevator maker would earn 
more money this year man ana- 
lysts had forecast The company 
said strong sales in the Urnted 
States and Europe would onset 
lower revenue from Asia. 

The Nasdaq outpaced other in- 
dexes as technology issues posted 
strong gains, led by the stocks of 
Internet companies such as Ya- 
hoo! and Excite. 

Yahoo! surged 14 15/16 to 
T&T s 



state/toimson Lane. "They' 
ing things that are reassuring in- 
vestors.” 

European markets also rose 
strongly, led by Spain, where the 


117% as AT&Y said it had ex- 
panded its marketing partnership 
with the Internet search directory 
to create a co-branded Internet ser- 
vice. AT&T also said it had 
teamed up with Excite and SBC 
Co mmuni cations to offer a pack- 
age of Internet hookups on com- 
puters sold by Dell Computer. 
That seat Excite shares soaring 9% 
to 37%. Dell rose 4 5/16 to 64%. 

PhyCor fell 2 5/32 to 5% after 
the physician-practice manager 
predicted weak earnings. 

The gain in stocks drove down 
bond prices: the price of the 30- 
year Treasury fell 8/32 to 105, 
lifting the yield to 5.17 percent 
from 5.16 percent Tuesday. 

( Bloomberg . AP) 
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Yen Falls as U.S. -Japan Talks Deliver Little 


t- v 


Bridge News 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose 
against the yen Wednesday after a 
meeting between PresidentBill Clin- 
ton and Prime Minister Keizo Obu- 
chi yielded no concrete steps to pull 
Japan out of its economic slump. 

“The market bad set itself up to 
believe Obuchi would deliver some 
banking reform,” said Michael Scar- 
lattis, currency strategist at Bankers 
Trust, “ and the comments mark by 
Japan andU.S. officials following the 
summit implies they are as far away 
from banking reform as they have 
been far the past few months.” 

Mr. Obochi’s visit to the United 
"Stales came as an initial agreement 
between . the governing; liberal 


ition 

over banking Japanese reform leg- 
islation showed signs of unraveling. 
The two sides are seeking to resolve 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


Japan’s main opposition party 
blasted Mr. Obuchi on Wednesday 
for making “obscure” promises to 
Mr. Clinton. The two sides differ on 
the government's plan to use tax- 


. 


fc 
■£>■■■ ' 
•ju' \ 


their differences and approve leg- 
islation on banking restr u ct u ring be- 
fore the current parliamentary ses- 
sion ends in early October. 

“If the Japanese do not deliver 
both bank reforms and tax cuts,” 
Mr. Scariatos said, “then we can see 
the dollar at 145.00 yen. in three 
months.” 

The dollar rase to 135.835 yen in- 
4 PJM. trading Wednesday 'Jrom • 
135395 yen Tuesday.. . r. . r 


payer funds to support ailing banks. .a 

was held back against v T' : . 


The dollar was ! 


European currencies suggestions 


from - the chairman of the Federal 
Reserve Board, Alan Greenspan, 
that the Fed might reduce interest 
rates in the near term. 

The dollar slipped to 1.6781 
Deutsche marks from 1.6814 DM, 
to 1.3895 Swiss francs from 13897 
francs and to 5.6290 French francs 
from 5.6455 francs. 

• The pound rose to $1.6849 from 
.Slit 
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AMEX 


AMEX 


SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 

60800 bs- cent* per B 

Oct 98 2545 2496 2487 -052 22421 

Dae 98 2572 25-15 25.21 -046 49,153 

JOS 99 2553 25J1 2530 4L34 11JS9 

MW99 2535 2508 2520 -028 15421 

MOV99 Z525 2505 250* 033 ft291 

8899 2527 2500 2510 013 U31 

Eitwta 17800 Tim sMm 15147 
Tim span H 11A4I7, up 993 


64428 63341 64688 


Dow Jones Bond 


♦1243 ffOB_ 


30 Bands 10592 

la lltffilies 1(054 

lOIndusMab 1QSJ9 



-088 

087 

0.10 DOADIbbi 


41A 44W +*» 

1M ** 
flNL 79>OLBHt< +«*. 


SOYBEANS (CBOT) 

U00 bu mMBMB- cents pv bariiel 
Nov 98 533 S26 SHU -3M 92876 

JOB 99 S43M 53614 536* O 2540! 

Mar 99 532 546W 547H -2M 19894 

■ rw SJSmr 556 556U -216 7877 

57016 564ft 564ft -3 14672 

Eti. tales 39800 Ten saba 33878 
Turn open H16L8SL op 412 


HI SHADE COPPER (NCMDa 
25000 Isl- cants perm. 

Sep 98 75*0 7420 7550 +185 

Od90 7580 7390 7490 +1J5 

No* 98 7110 7390 7100 +1JD 

Dec 98 7S10 7350 7505 +140 

Jan99 7520 +130 

Feb 99 7535 +130 

Mar99 WLB0 7440 7545 +13S 

Apr 99 7175 +UD 

MOJP99 7680 7530 7100 +130 

EsL sties 91000 Urn «8w 11,181 
TM* apon M 64481 up 936 


2.164 

1493 

1104 

34204 

2895 

1313 

1322 

1,128 

US 


EURODOLLARS (CMERI 

51 itiltaHNsanoOpa 
Od98 MJ1 9463 94JD +0.10 41318 

Horn 9478 94J0 9478 1-0.10 7314 

DaC98 9488 9477 9488 +0.12 481,919 

Jan 99 9103 9494 9103 +411 2314 

Feb99 9586 +0.12 797 

Mar 99 91TB 9583 9117 +0.13 481377 

JHI99 9536 9112 9125 +0.13 394968 

S«P 99 9U8 91U 9536 +0.13 284746 

Dec 99 9114 9489 9112 +412 274853 

Mar 00 9118 9504 9117 +0,12 21 1288 

Janoo 9112 9101 9111 +411 15^343 

SapM 9104 9494 9582 +410119312 

EiL sties JMUtlO Tim tetoesorjn 
Tim OpM M Ml 2896, off 1350 


HEATING OIL (NMERJ 
«UW gol cents per gti 
Od9B <2-50 4180 41.91 -425 

Ho*M 43J5 4280 4217 -0M 

Dee98 4480 43J7S 44J7 +401 

J*99 A5J0 4490 4112 +401 

Feb99 4620 4165 4177 +401 

'*“99 *597 +0.06 

Apr99 46.15 45 J2 4192 +406 

EsL sties 34794 Tim soles 24775 
Tim open 08194894 on 785 


LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NMER) 

1800 Md-dolon par bbt 
NW98 7407 1170 1181 4J83 127345’ 


9LVR0KMX] 


55^ 


Trading Activity 


NYSE 


Nasdaq 


WHEAT (CBOT) 

5800 bu nMmro- CM* pv bashsl 
Dbc 9S 277 271ft 27*H until. 84580 

Mar 99 292 287 289U until- 2&110 


5«98 MOM mOSO 50030 +1160 I4S 

CM 98 50180 +1580 1 

Pto9« 50280 +1150 

D*n 98 50780 48880 50430+1130 SITU 
J<* 99 50450+1530 49 

Mor99 51280 49280 50420 +1530 10009 

May99 JiaaO +1120 1JS9 

M99 51330 *9880 51120 +1120 1794 

&t stiai 21000 Tto sato 4980 
Item open M 74894 Bp 320 


BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

62800 pounds, > «r pound 

Dec 98 1.5798 1.6704 18794+40012 51,192 

Mar» 78724+08012 44 

Jan 99 16658+40012 204 

&L sain 7806 Tim sales 8395 

Tim open W 5U41, op 574 


Dee 98 
Jem 99 
Pub 99 
Mar 99 
Apr 99 


1417 1581 1585 +401 Uk438 

1636 1192 1405 until 44491 . 
1427 1688 16.16 -401 24338 1 . 

1460 1630 1436 881 14319 

1449 1635 1436 -081 11802 


&L sates 13X106 Tim solas 134902 
Tim open W 484733. off 251 


VS3S5 

HwMgai 



May 99 

Jut 99 


m m 


301 297 299ft +ft 4173 

311 307 30m -Ml 0*88 

&t >ti«S 22800 TWs sties 28803 
Tim open M 134 174. up 64 


as. 


AMEX 


143 How Lows 

Martel Sales 


£ 


NYSE 


Nasdaq 
37 tamrnms. 


BJJS4 83931 

JTM 3188 

89235 755.18 


LlVMtDCfc 
CATTLE (CMER) 

4U0D R»r coirii par ft. 

OtiSB 6185 6090 6097 -483 

Dec 98 050 6487 63.10 +LS0 

Fafc»9 6485 6360 6US 4L57 

AprW 6&6S *5.10 6527 -430 

Am 99 *285 6235 6Z*2 413S 

Aag99 6285 6335 6280 -427 

Eti. solas 24112 Turs rates 13869 
Tim open ID 97884 up 1318 


PLATINUM (NMER] 

50 bur a&- dotes parlra _ 

Oem UfiLM 353-50 253JO +230 

Janw 356.00 35280 355-70 +400 4070 

AprOT ■ 356JD +10U ISO 

-W» X7JQ +400 31 

Od99 35930 +280 430 

Eti. sales L798Tm rales 4417 
Tim upon M U334 up 342 


CANADIAN DOLLAR OCMEtQ 

imooo doom Sper Cdn. tir 

Dec9B 8617 8591+08052 48336 

Mar99 8610 8S2S 8992+08TO im 

Jun99 8599 85SS 8593+0052 912 

Bt sties 14JH8 Tim sties 4253 

Ttm open tat 51381,08121 


5SIIMAR MANX (CMER) 

124000 maria. S per not 
Dec 98 -SOTO J92B -5988+08019 144*3+ 
1*0,99 8011 8966 ™S;55is M 

Jua 99 8031 +0017 148 

EsL sties 2L408 71m sales 24753 
TWs upon bit 187374 up LOCK 


NATURAL SA5 (NMER) 

14000 mmjrtux f « mm blu 

f™ fH 1 ■° J0S5 4I - 971 

™5 1381 2374 -0843 34175 

J** J-S45 2-571 4UH1 34936 

2800 2819 -0818 34410 

Ntargo sIS 54 s5 ■ am7 2<M79 

MW99 1370 2.27-5 2842 -0815 18836 

Eti-raies 67242 Tim sates 71444 
Tim open lilt 2845)4 up 1,150 


LONDON METALS (LME) 
ptihn par noble loo 

— QMCMd 

1299ft 129980 130080 
133280 1332ft 133180 133380 


ITEM (CMER) 


Dividends 
Compaqr 


CSK Carp ADR 

NpaiWCrnBrCm 


Honda AWor APR 
Japan AHnts 


MaUta Corp ADR 

’ stiiriiid 


Per Amt Rec Pof 
IRREGULAR 

b 8444 9-79 — 

- 33 9-30 10-14 
6 .157 *29 — 

b .075 949 - 

b MSA 9-29 — 

b 862S 9-29 — 

. JH4] W0 KUO 
.3247 WO 1030 
(13037 9-29 - 

b J092S 9-29 - 

. JOB 9-25 9-30 
b .1875 9-29 12-11 
b 319 9-29 n -9 
STOCK 

UnfOR NO BKp . 10% 10-15 ID-22 
SToacsmjT 
Nth Valley Boca 2 tar IcpU. 

1 2 tor I spto. 


Par Amt Rk Pay 
INITIAL 

Sussex BaGpn - J)7 1D3 10-28 

REDUCED 

AimtvMlo Q 37 IDS 10-27 


MatsiMiiL 

Mew Offshore 
Mesa T 

NECf 

NtepanT , 

‘ I NO Mon B 
lAOR 
) AOS 


SPECIAL 

SajttSWngfefioar . 30 10-1 10-15 


FEEDER CATTLE (CMER) 
5M00ito- carts par ft 
S*U9* 6882 6830 6830 -030 

0098 70.10 6985 6987 -0J8 

1*0*98 7180 7tL7D 7097 480 

JO099 7130 71J0 7180 -080 

Ata-99 7280 7XM 71M -OJZ 

Apr 99 7280 7135 71J5 -OJO 

Eft galas 2840 Tim ralra 1414 
Dm open M 15868, up 76 



> Ollaa Gnie) 

00 162180 161280 161380 


162000 

1*«80 16000 163580 163680 


51480 

52980 


51080 

52500 


51 180 
52SJM 


407500 400080 80080 
414500 4)5080 flttkOO 


Pnidrit 
TDK 0a 


RECULM 


AHanceWMDUr 

Amor Baqt OIL 


KJanattiFst 


INCREASED 

0 JU 9-30 10-15 
Q -09 10-3 IMP 
Q 36 19-2 0-15 
0 .18 1M 1(M4 


Canaan Rnci 
Own Cart 

EwforeeaAmRA 

EvagrMflAPiRB 

Evergreen Bat A, 

Evw emreen BnIY 

GFSBBnra 

GktfHMlPH, 

Montana Power 


New Center 
oSlorFkid 


Nav^rl 

nMCOCemmd 
Scoff SMngMOHr 


M .1275 10-2 

Q J4 10-2 
' JE IM 
87 10-9 
33 IM 

.129 9-22 
.139 9-22 
.103 9-22 
.IDS 9-22 
JDS 930 
-IB 104 
40 10-9 
.581M3 
. JSW 
M 8913 W0 
O .10 10*1 


1M6 

109 

1142 

10-26 

11-20 

9-24 

934 

9- 24 
904 
1020 

11-1 

11-1 

11-15 

10-15 

10 - 8 

10-75 


»jOj»jJMKMEIU 
wuno Rh^ am per ft 
Ocm 42.12 4135 4142 +933 10571 

Drew 4050 9935 4087 -0.T3 1X633 

FebW 4440 4337 4485 -015 S.97V 

Apr 99 4640 4590 4680 4U7 1835 

■tel 99 5530 5640 502 -053 1,447 

Bt rales 9849 Dm eties 4392 

TenapoaU 36595. all 19 


SgOJM S0UQ 548080 549080 
^ Sfl “° 

spat 9m, mm 

Amrt ioo2ft r*mw 


JAPAN 

li5 adnoami % par 100 yen 

-25* -w-aoms ^144 

Mw 99 3555 7411 3535-418017 3-107 

JW99 3645 J610 JMsSoOT 

Bn. eties 31834 Tim sties 2245B 
Tun Open M 77494. off 356 

SWISS nUUKdOHER) 

msws fames. I par tec 

Stow ™ ■SS +flj0003 ' 60 ^ K 

J332 3272 J^+aggg 14? 


* ASO U ^ (NMER) T 

5fg®0M.<»toporBti -» 

4S ' 40 4U1 4L4S 20476 > 
Na*98 4635 4535 4580 -IL27 3IL7H1 

Dft98 4655 4585 46^ :- 

Sw St? *773 

■££} - 0 - 20 1398 .1 

T~Z‘ 2^5 4 ®- 3D ^S-30 -ojo wyi 

Mmto So? S’?? S, - 3 ° ■ <L,S 

Ma»« 5185 51J5 5185 4L15 4865 ^ 

Ertj solas 32873 Tim iotas 30503 

Tua^ open W B1B2, up 256^^ 

1 - 


MBOCAN PESO (CMER) 


W580 

9W80 


96680 

99180 


STS’ "mm PjSfly.uuL 

AMM 'SHto "££&£ •*£ O+80WJ2 7897 
Jto99 88185 88135 88185+80085 2415 


Hgfa Law due* Cbge OpM 


CASOtLOPE) _ 

Oti * 100 tew 

Sf Biasi ;; ; ; 

ass ississisg :b 


8.113 ; 


PORK BELLIES (OHER) 

JWa tax- centa per ft 

5*99 48.15 4690 47J5 -007 2486 

Jtar99 4880 4635 4747 AM 223 

May99 49.10 4885 48140 -0.10 24 

B0. iotas 1325 Tim sotol 802 

UnapenMXU&upM 


Pfrtandal 

us r BILLS (CMEJO 

SI aBm-ateonao pd. 

Doc 96 9534 9546 074 +0.10 

Mar 99 9587 +&15 

Est stiai 39 Tomtits 92 

TlmopmM LB7, sp 34 


EsL sales 2383 Tim sate 6601 

rah) 29,189. up 432 


Tone 


L433 

142 


CUFRO 

^5 5® 2-980 +0850 18X314 


5 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 


SIOAOOO pfta- n 6 &ma afloo pd 

mte 113-29 11361 +28356064 


EXTRA 

Honda Motor AOR c 4304 9-29 - 

c- pay data urea eiou need. 


M aienMy n o iw r t eit yj * 


Ui Stock ^ Tobies Explained 


Saks ilgures are unoffitiaL Yeortytagb* mid ham reflect ttw previous S2 eretia ptos the 
curren) werii, but naHtw McsHreAigdoy; Wbere pspatarstoek<flvkMKlaffliwnnng to3S 
percent or more has been pcd&tiie ncms- fe3§b-lowronQe(Md dividend are shown torllie new 
smaaonly-Unta s saitew He noted, rotas olilddefids aw amiudi fiibu i te meat s ba s ed on 

a*e Idlest dedamOon. 


a - dMdend atao exna (s). h - aimual rate of dhMand ptae stock (fividead. e - HqubMSng 

»2 months. 


___ Food 

COCOA OKSE) 
lOratirictons-Sperton 

JfS T5K TSU +12 
{ta W 1578 1553 1571 +11 

MW99 1601 1596 1»7 +12 

«99 1628 1524 W 4 +12 

ffpW 1649 1647 1649 +72 

D*e99 1676 +13 

tees 4^60 Tim sties 4546 
Tan apaaM 74804 up 252 


OK 98 .. 

Mar 99 7164)9 +24 

Ett sties 70800 Tun total 48897 
Ttm open H36L632, off L5D7 


Uvae 5TS5 STSS StSS * tL05 ° 1*1314 

BSSS 93 R 

jSS 44UB0 100491 

S. 8 *?! Pig- teec T5LU2 

M.- 1874887 off 9^4 


DBcwiioioBimSoiiooSS 


T ' W| teen ht 308819. off BII42 

^EiretuFPQ 
+25 IW Mm palm *u 

SS" 


36068 

2X336 

6371 

WM 

1877 

4891 


18 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

Skw 10 *+ 15 48ti36t 

MV99 120-07 119-16 12040 +15 HW57 
■tel 99 12042 +W 1 

ESI. sees 133800 TWS sties WUH3 - 
Tim open W 511895, off UM 


EURQMARK (UPFQ 

srasad 


Mar 99 lif ~iT+ SS" “*»' -w 

” T H-Tsmo+iOM LM3 ■ 
EA stiei; %89B. p re«. Kfc* 2434* 

P™*. ODan toi 


«&*SemLcc- PE eacee«sV94*l-ca*«td-new yearly tow, dd-tara mine tasMJ 

■ - iMtinM dedasd re pato to preceilDo 12 aontosL f - onnaal inte toereased «n last 
dedaraQen. g - dhridond la ouxBob funds. sR^ect to irtt non-reddenae fax. I - dvtdend 
dod ow dBtlreaplff^ffrestocfcraiiitandl-iWitandpoMtttayaaiffnBtaAdeteiatgro 
aeflen Mn at toted dMdend metitag. fc - dividend Hectored or paid Hs rear, an 
occumulaffiM km wttb dvidaids to arrears. * - awual mte radmd On Inst dedanaon. 
n-ncw bswetathe poet 5? weita. The Mgff-towr mage wWittw start or hotfog. 

nd - oari day defluery. p - Initial dividend annuel rote octoown. P/S - prtCT-ea mln g- . mita. 
q-do»ed<wl rwduol fond r-dhrtdcnd declared or pa Id in |W»tinsr12inonlhs. phis siodc 
dMdend. a - stock spBL OMdeod begin wHh dote Of sp«. its - solas, t - Addend paid bi 
stack In precadfriB 12 month* esflmafed cash YahM on eR4Mdand reex-dWiftatfan dote 
B-newyea r taidoftT-InM^lsitted.ti-tatia n lm M tayrerecoVaataporbetegwnrBBnaed 
undcflbe Bankruptcy Ad. onecurtbasastiiioed by *UCtK»np<inie£.wri- when (fighftHtfad. 
ail - when issued/ ew - wBh wenrunte. * - ea-dvidartd or w-ilflMs. nffs - rac-dWribuffoa. 
m - nmout wananis. y- awMdend and satas in ML yfd yWML z - sales in ful. 


QOFFEECnCSG) 

37j5D0 Bhl- ( taiij par ft 

d«« iouo tom nans +o» 

Mor99 101S) 9935 M2.IS +030 
«W99 10625 10050 I02JS -0.W 
MW 1062$ W40 10L50 -055 
S*P99 10580 435 

tew 0343 TWS rata* 4134 
Ten open H 22412. off 272 


17.926 

7JB? 

3M 

1^43 

M70 


US TREASURY BOWK (C8CT1 
« pd-noaxoDtos 6 atom ai loopd) 

Dec 98 129-24 12840 129-16 +11 711,177 
Mre99 129-11 128-11 13945 +» 48L4B4 
Ml 99 12820 + 08 -449 

Sep 99 12S4M +07 4 OUT 

EsL ratal 535800 TOW rate 357,151 
Tim open M 796647, aplQJ89 


nWAteWRLDTl (HOE) 
lUOHBft- ceres per ft 
0098 7J1 682 7.10 489 37330 

«re» 747 7J4 7M -a» 77427 
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Murdoch $ Daughter 
Steps Into Limelight 


By Matthew Lynn 

PftXwn6rrg N ews 

LONDON.— Even as Rupert 
Murdoch s News Corp. said Ae 

? ed,a estranged wife. 

Aniw, had left the company's 
board, his daughter Elisabeth, 30 
appeared to be preparing a push to 
prominence within the company 
In London, many people see 
Ebwbeth as the force behind Brit- 
ish Sky Broadcasting PLC’s recent 

^™VAH0NAL MANAGER 

purchase of the Manchester United 
soccer club, England’s most glam- 
£625 £ 

(SI. 05 billion). 

As general manager at BSkyB. 
which is 40 percent-owned by News 
Corp., Elisabeth has been given 
credit for acting boldly in securing 
the team's brand name. 

Many had assumed that Mr. 
Murdoch's eldest son, Lachlan 27 
would eventually be anointed heir 
when Mr. Murdoch, 67, decides to 
loosen his grip on his empire. Lach- 
lan Murdoch now runs News 
Corp.’s Australian newspapers, a 
small part of the overall business — 


but the place where Rupert started 
as a young man 

The jostling for succession 
2®°“$ the junior Murdochs has 
become more intense over the past 
two weeks. 

As part of that competition. The 
Manchester United purchase ap- 
pears to be an attempt by Elisabeth 
to prove that she has the qualities 
required to run the company. 

News that Mr. Murdoch was 
buying the most popular team in 
Britain has already sparked a 
scramble for control of other lead- 
ing British clubs. 

Carlton Communications PLC 
has already opened talks with Lon- 
don’s leading team. Arsenal. Other 
media companies are looking for 
teams to buy. Enic PLC, an in- 
vestment company, has ap- 
proached London’s To ttenham 
Hotspur and has just taken control 
of FC Basel in Switzerland. 

Corporate ownership of sports 
teams has a long history in foe rest 
of Europe. In France, Canal Plus SA 
has control of Paris St Germain; in 
Italy, Silvio Berlusconi, foe media 
m agna t e and ex-prime minister, 
controls AC Milan. Fiat SpA con- 
trols Turin's Inventus. Philips NV 



BSkyB Fhoia 

Elisabeth Murdoch, 30, coold emerge as her father's successor. 


owns one of foe Netherlands' lead- 
ing teams, PS V Eindhoven. 

The immine nt arrival of a Euro- 
pean Super League, a new inter- 
national rivalry that holds foe 
promise of untold riches, has 


Sparked the race among media 
companies to own European teams. 
The new league is believed to have 
the potential to persuade millions 
of viewers across foe Continent to 
subscribe to pay television. 


Low Interest Rates Put Vigor Into Spain’s Economy 


In U, * Ih-linr} jr 


ii i 


GrajaWiy Our SvffPnm Despatches 

MADRID — Spain’s economy 
grew 0.9 percent in foe second 
quarter from foe first three months, 
data showed Wednesday, as record 
low interest rates lifted consumer 
spending and investment. 

The National Statistics Institute 

annualized 3.9 percent in tfte first 
quarter compared with a year ago. 

The data confirmed one of foe 
highest growth rates in Europe and 
marked Spain’s best performance 
since foe second quarter of 1990. 
r * ‘The figures just underline that 
the Spanish economy is booming 
and is going to continue to do so," 
said David Brown, an analyst at 
Bear Steams in London. 

The rep on underlined how foe 1 1 
EU countries forming foe euro zone 
next January are still divided into a 
group of faster growing countries, 
such as Spain, Ireland and the Neth- 
erlands. and a group headed by Ger- 
many. 

Spain is foe euro zone’s fourth 
largest economy. 

* ‘There are definitely two speeds 


of growth in Europe right now," 
said Chema Caballero, fund man- 
ager at Banco S antan de r . 

“The question is if foe fester- 
growing countries are capable of 
giving foe slower ones a boost.’’ 

So far, robust economic expan- 
sion has helped Spain to slash its 
high level of unemployment with 
expected job creation of about 
400,000 people this year. 

Despite that, Spain’s jobless rate 
— at 18.78 percent in foe three 
months from May to July — re- 
mains foe highest in foe European 
Union. 

Although both analysts and foe 
government expect some negative 
impact from the worldwide finan- 
cial crisis, foe Bank of Spain main- 
tained its prudent stance earlier on 
Wednesday, leaving its key money 
market rate steady at 4.25 percent 

That came despite pressure for 
convergence with lower core Euro- 
pean rales with only 12 weeks re- 
maining before foe official start of 
European economic and monetary 
union. 

Spanish domestic dftnwnH in- 


creased 4.4 percent in foe second 
quarter, equal to a revised 4.4 per- 
cent in foe first quarter. Private con- 
sumption rose 3.4 percent versus 3.5 
percent in foe previous period. 

. Underpinning foe economic 
growth were swelling sales of con- 
sumer products, such as cars and 


mobile telephones, three-fifths of 
foe GDP. 

The economy minister, Rodrigo 
Rato, said earlier this week that foe 
government had revised its projec- 
tion for 1999 growth to 3.8 percent 
from 3. 9 percent, to reflect the world 
crisis. ( Bloomberg , Reuters) 


Bertelsmann, 
Its Profit Up, 
Plans Sales 
On Internet 


CavBrftrOkrBrAnnOfndks 

GUETERSLOH, Germany — 
Bertelsmann AG, the world’s third- 
largest media company, said Wed- 
nesday its 19% profit rose nearly 10 
percent as U.S. sales offset lagging 
profit at its European bode clubs. 

The company,' which reports 
earnings only once a year, com- 
pleted the purchase of Random 
House for an estimated $1.1 billion 
in July to strengthen its position in 
foe United States, the world’s 
largest book and entertainment mar- 
ket Random House will begin con- 
tributing to earnings in 1999. 

Bertelsmann earned 1.12 billion 
Deutsche marks ($661.2 million) in 
the year coded June 30, up from 1 .02 
billion DM the previous year. Sales 
rose to 22.9 billion DM from 22.4 
billion DM. 

Bertelsmann also said it would 
begin on-line book sales in October 
in the United States, Germany and 
France. The company’s on-line ser- 
vice will work with Havas SA in 
France and other partners in other 
countries. 

“We will do this together with 
partners so that the start-up costs for 
Bertelsmann will probably be around 
500 million marks in a four- to five- 
year period," said Siegfried Luther, 
Bertelsmann’s finance rhi^f 

Mr. Luther declined to comment 
on speculation that foe company 
could form a partnership with 
Amazon.com Inc., an Internet book 
retailer, or foe on-line business of 
Barnes & Noble Inc. 

The book dubs in Europe cost 
Bertels mann 200 million DM. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters. AP) 
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Bayer Joins Forces With U.S. Drug Developer 


Bloomberg News 

LEVERKUSEN, Germany — 
Bayer AG said Wednesday it 
would pay the U.S. drug developer 
Millennium Pharmaceuticals me. 
$465 million to fund its research 
and buy a 14 percent stake, form- 
ing an alliance to develop dmgs 
based on genetic technology. 

The U.S. company said Bayer, 
Germany’s second-largest drags 
and chemicals maker, would get 
access to Millennium's technology 
for genome research and a. Bow. of. 
compounds for drug development 
over a five-year period. Last week, 
Bayer, which makes Bayer aspirin 


and One-a-Day vitamins, agreed to 
buy a diagnostic-products unit 
from the U.S. dragmaker Chiron 
Corp. far $1.1 billion. 

Bayer will pay as ranch as $368.4 
milli on in research funding and li- 
cense fees during foe five-year term 
of foe agreement The move con- 
tinues Bayer’s efforts to reduce its 
dependence on chemicals and in- 
crease its emphasis on more prof- 
itable health-care products. la link- 
ing up with a U.S.-based 
biotechnology ■ company, it is foL. 
lowing in foe footsteps of its rival . 
European drugmakers Roche Hold- 
ing AG and Novartis AG, which 


have shareholdings in Genentecfa 
Inc. and Chiron, respectively. 

‘ This is good news for Bayer on 
top of buying foe Chiron unit and 
floating Agfa," said Christa 
Baehr. an analyst at BHF Bank. 
‘ ‘Bayer had a lack of competence 
in biotech, so this acquisition was 
foe correct strategy." Bayer’s 
shares rose 7,25 Deutsche marks to 
close at 65.65 DM ($39). 

The company said last week it 
would list as modi as 75 percent of 
its photographic and imaging unit 
Agfa-Gevaeit AG in a public of- 
fering next year as part of its drive 
to emphasize health products. 


Very briefly: 

p, 

•Nokia Oy predicted that the number of mobile- telephone 
subscribers worldwide would reach 1 billion in 2005 and said 
the strong development of its market this year had reinforced 
its positive expectations for its third-quarter earnings, which* 
are due Ocl 23. 

• Usinor SA’s fhst-half net profit rose to 2.04 billion French 

francs ($358.7 million) from 801 million francs a year earlier,'] 
but the company warned that conditions in the second half 
would be less favorable than in the first half. 1 

• Sun Life & Provincial Holding? PLC, Britain's seventh" 
largest insurer, said first-half profit rose 7.89 percent, to 
£121.6 million ($204.7 million), as strong life insurance and~ 
pension profitability offset a decline in general insurance. - 

• Philips NVsaid the chairman of its Dutch unit, Jan Post, had 
resigned of “his own accord’' and that a successor had not ' 
been named. 

• Storebrand ASA, Norway’s leading insurer, said a merger 
with Christiania Bank ASA, a partly state-owned bank, was no* 
longer under consideration. The company said it did not want to - 
become involved in “difficult and complex" merger nego- 
tiations among Christiania, Fokus Bank ASA and Postbanken. - 

• Avis Europe PLC said strong demand for its cars and price 
increases lifted first-half profit 33 percent, to £40.47 million * 

• Accor SA, Europe’s largest hotel operator, said it was 
interested in acquiring all of Frantour, a French hotel and • 
travel-agency company being sold by France’s national railway ! 
operator, Sodefe Natkmale des Ctaemins de Fer Francais. 

• Alcatel SA published a financial note in newspapers de- , 

tailing a plan to boy back as many as 10 percent or its shares ; 
and said it planned to finance foe repurchase with its own • 
resources or with debt. j 

• International Business Machines Corp. said the head of f 

its operations in Germany, Hermann-Josef Lamberti, would | 
step down Oct 31. i 

• Siemens AG predicted an improvement in the computer- » 
chip industry after it said felling prices had forced it to post a \ 
loss of more than 1 trillion Deutsche marks ($590.9 million) j 
for its semiconductor Unit this year. Reuters. Bloomberg. AFP ■ 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


Wednesday Sept. 23 

Dairy prices In local currencies. 

Tetekuts 

High Lmr One Pie*. 


Amsterdam 

i. wnmotuO 

<*ABNAMRO 34.90 

^ Aegon I53JD 

Ahold 55.40 

AkjoNoW 71.00 

ASMUftw. 3180 

ASRVcii 

Boon Co. 55.90 

BofeWtaacwo 23.00 

B liftman 47 JO 

CnpGoraW 13220 

CSMcvo 98M 

DwtftschePd 86.00 

DSM 144.00 

Encvta am 

forth Amev 115X0 

GcWmta 82 JO 

Ho0»»er» £-5 

Heuaten 934(1 

Hoogwcrano »® 

HunfOaughu 
IHCCaiond . 

INC Croup 10P.ro 

KLM 
KPN 
Heritor^ 

Nwwco 

rftB»Elec IO.J0 


ftmtStodHdO 10990 

Rndoffla) 41.70 

ajoftuco 159-50 

"Toronto 127.80 

BorolOuWi W5C 

T NT Port Group <6.00 
Unierarcva 127-00 

Vend a 7W0 

VNU 7120 

wooenRlna 352-00 


ABtMKgrajo 

PitfiNBMZe 

5J0 3450 34.10 
2J0 153.10 1«40 
140 54.10 5180 
150 KUO 67.90 

2.10 3100 30J0 

1.10 1*7® 141 JO 
UP 5120 5140 
220 2140 2240 
4.70 47 JO 47 JO 
7J0 129.00 13X50 
100 9440 9190 
1.00 B540 8170 
9UJ 140J0 156J0 
7J0 30 JO 73.80 
140 11490 111* 
700 8130 79 JO 
1J0 5100 52-50 
m 9QJ0 9080 
110 58.90 58.10 
150 68-50 68-50 
LOO 91 JO 9420 
170 9040 9450 
120 S8J0 58JU 
180 66 JO 6940 
r.30 1780 27 JO 
1.80 6450 6iW 

S 97J0 92J0 
>J0 10740 107^ 


L00 188.00 1B7J0 
90 4140 *40 
.00 159 JO UIIjOO 
MB 12740 >27.70 
100 93.10 «9 JO 
L30 45.10 45.00 
U» 12120 11680 
L 10 77 JO 7600 
'JO JO* 0 
1.00 350 JO 3&00 


BcbGbUqBA 3J3 

ProCompam: iffl 

RfnouO Arg 14* 

5«erorA 230 

Sid«CT _ 1J0 

TdeamAraB 581 

TehfcnknB 1M 


Copenhagen 


BGBonk 33S 

CmhbefjB 415 

DoifaCD CO 

DmDorafceU 733 

CWSvandhyB aOOT 

OS 1913 a 40100 

Hvo MonBtkB 900 

RaSnB 1010 

TflfcOonrafcB 630 

UtddotnmftA 490 


Low dOM Pm 

3J7 345 MB 

349 3J2 3J8 

099 UJ1 lJO 
214 218 210 

1.14 1.18 1.12 

JJO 5J3 5J1 

277 287 24* 
2323 2685 2290 


313 S 

398 *0 

415 420 

675 710 

55500 56000 

38500 ^ 
860 900 

960 M00 

a 4^8 


HKTehom 
HSBCHde* 
HoWttonWli 
HrnDm 
JtfmwBHdg 
Non Mutual 
New World Dw. 
tewWoridti*. 
Shonsliii Ind. 
5tenaf-La Asia 

SHKftnps 

SnoUndCa 
Swire PacA 
Wharf Hdg* 


Klgb Urn dan Prow. 

1515 1445 1570 1480 
139 JO 13500 137 JO 1355D 
3740 3600 3740 3660 
£15 500 SOD 505 

| 7505 7M0 1450 1435 
17D 170 170 3L7D 

9 JO 9.00 925 9.10 

7.15 £85 7JDS «£S 

15415 1470 7490 1420 
I 496 470 458 478 

2445 23 JS 2440 2325 
205 15B 203 2JJ0 

2245 7140 2245 2145 
420 7J5 7JS 800 

410 29Q 356 355 

1330 1375 1380 1385 


BG 

BBBqg 
Btoe&ch 
BOC Group 
Bods 
Bril teat 
BmAerosp 
BrttAirticfl 
Birt Energy 
BrttlW 


Istanbul 


Frankfurt 

MMKemOH«^P Prertoos: 9575-15 

25980 25780 25880 25880 
18450 16960 184® ’16450 
52280 50450 S17J0 50080 


An Coionia 
BkBcrtn 


Athens 

NWMtasc.pr 

Cw a ftrom 

HX^Batna 
HeflenlC Tcfcora 
Heracles Cemrt 

NnHBnnV 

Titan Ctmtft 


Bangkok 

mto.WUrlh 

AdvIiMKw 
fianqfuA Bk F 
HEfWarid 
OdhEMn 
ElecGrtiry f 
Knswlftol Bk 
PTTEralorh 
aoroCrmcnlF 
TctattMBiH F 
TtaiAmn _ 
ThMFam mF 


C—uaiBo tartar W4l8i 

^Proyta9v2M42» 

229B0 71750 22290 KUO 

24195 23600 2WW 

7100 6860 7090 

a 700 6570 6615 6400 

7800 7590 9700 7770 

«gOD »1« 39980 39/90 
18370 17835 18000 18150 


«Tta*x:231.2J 
ProrfortH 223.14 

>»00 19280 17£M 
J?J0 3580 33 JJJ 
16* tO 16680 W 80 

M4W mg 

8100 8580 62 W 

i, gQ ijfO 

31400 32*80 31000 
33600 96080 33980 
B.70 980 8g 

30 58 3380 32S} 
J075 2150 2OJ0 


20380 19450 20080 19880 

3180 3080 X80 30JO 

63J0 6180 6120 <51 JO 

<640 63.15 6490 6345 

Veil* 14380 73580 13430 139 JO 

I ■ 9100 9780 97 JO 9180 
77 JO 7400 7400 7400 

BHWHpHng 27 JO 2780 27 JO 27 JO 

S lD95801Wa007092J»703MO 

CatmObal* 5140 50 JO 5080 5040 

SStoto? 74980 743JD 74450 14470 

7980 7400 7480 77J7 

DeSSSeBTO* 70480 98« 7tt30 99 JO 

DartTetatom ^80 OJO BX 

Bank 75JD 7UQ 7S0C TIES 

W 49j00 « M MSB TOflO 


^SUSiBta, ^0780 '9683 ItM 
FfKmpt* ’ rn ’ nn mm moo 23*00 

Henkel pM 


Akbank 

Turaktulsuzu 

KadOnwr&ta 

KOC Holding 

Tgpros 

TwfcHora 

TKkBattaBi 


Jakarta 

mmJsueJd 
Astro kdl 
GodonoGrom 
IndohftU 


NoBMol 1M taduc MDIJi 

Pntfoas23QJ5 

20250 19000 19750 4300 
76500 75250 7S73B 70600 
4130 3850 4050 395D 

28000 25500 28000 26750 
33000 28000 29000 29SDQ 
2 0000 1 8SP0 19000 18750 
8200 7700 8700 7900 


ffigh 

Lew 

aura 

Pita. 

7® 

646 

6X5 

6X6 

*92 

4X6 

*7B 

*64 

3® 

325 

175 

176 

1® 

1.19 

121 

1.17 

1M 

246 

1X1 

143 

7® 

7® 

7® 

7® 

9.99 

9® 

9® 

9® 

1165 

73X0 

7150 

11® 

3X6 

151 

3X3 

151 

4X9 

3X4 

197 

193 

6X6 

580 

6X0 

586 

546 

555 

5X1 

540 

0X3 

525 

8® 

848 

1® 

0197 

0X8 

av7 

848 

tax 

829 

B® 

529 

513 

526 

115 

1.15 

1X2 

1.11 

1.10 

858 

843 

891 

891 

176 

*£ 

5® 

173 

& 

&40 

827 

829 

829 

*10 

3X4 

4X7 

385 

1.17 

1® 

1.12 

1X6 

942 

8® 

9.19 

877 


High Low dace Pm. 

GrapoAcdona 39800 32200 32900 32200 BC 

fcerirota 241J ZB0 2410 2360 BIIP 

Pryai 3000 2825 29» 2885 Baumw 

Repsd 6330 6060 6250 6100 CanaiPhk 

Sofltana ElBClf 1650 7550 1 650 1550 CopGenilrt 

Tabaartm 3350 3250 333Q 3200 Coratar 

Trtefanfcn 5440 5740 5410 5050 Casho 

Unte Fenasa 2085 7970 2080 7980 CCF 

TWncCenenf 2875 2840 2850 2860 Christian Dtar 


Higfe Low doss Pm. 

327 JO 288 310.10 * 279 KeppaiGar 

35490 336 35490 336 OCBCforei 

1035 970 1026 953 OJlWanf 


Htfb Low a«n Pm 

183 1J4 7J9 1.79 ~ - 

484 3.96 3J6 482 

240 2J3 2J9 i35 lOTOntO 


13M 1266 1^ IMS Slog Air fareign BJ5 R30 450 455 mneteata 


High Law Oaw Pm. 


TSEtartHMateSfUil 

P is rf iwi .llTltt 


799 738 780 725 SlngUnd 

36Z5 3427 3500 3544 Slngpins* 

569 536 563 555 SngTedhElM 

329 JO 357 370 357 HngTwilntf 


243 133 143 230 

1360 1340 7360 13J0 AbMbUtant. 1SJ0 li25 15135 75JS _ 

186 7J7 161 1J5 Atawta Energy 364)0 3450 3680 3435 

7^ 7AS 7JB 144 AfanAIgm 3450 3480 3435 3490 . 


505 476 487.10 475 SngTetecoraro 2J7 2JO 2J3 2J1 gcSortPWrSira XM 31 J5 1170 37^} 

620 1538 .1975 15K UroOSeoBkF 418 406 418 410 !$Moaft«rf <1-80 S9« 6U5 5960 1 


Hi il P& M ill &1 s 5.10 .^5 Stockholm 


tadanasaSyn 

bwfcacl 

SobjjmmioHM 
Semen Grerik 
Tatakaannsl 
Tewnaco Peris 
Tteoh 


Previous: 26488 

400 300 375 275 

4850 44S0 4500 4750 

1275 1150 1500 1225 

3330 3150 3200 3400 
7675 700 US 7600 

950 875 950 900 

5800 HOC 5750 5550 

2025 1750 7750 7975 

7475 7325 7375 7300 

1425 1550 1575 1525 
3000 2975 3000 3000 

3BOO 3525 3650 3525 


Johannesburg 


'asjo 8350 8120 8 U 0 
tSSS^ 97580 95Q50 95880 95780 

HESreaR 3560 3170 3480 3115 

.iwT 5*980 52080 54980 52980 

u^esmm 151J0 736J0 1*50 ’\<£!D 

KS|S ^5Sw t7760 8690 2650 27 JO 
jJ^ eSW 10600 1Q2J0 1K50 



Dimsnan Data 
FartwroHdps 
Rufftond 
GenbelSee 


■wOO 97JK 92JV 9380 
48080 4Btl.CC 48080 *500 


18180 17550 1 77 JO 176J0 
9i« 09 JO 9180 J0J0 


Piwbsob 

RLw 

HU „ 

,.J807»80i§ttgi„, _ 



2540 2400 2450 
7S80 77080 77180 
8080 7880 7*80 
8540 84X0 8540 
23JS 22JO 23.M 
3740 3580 37 JO 
71.90 1130 17 SO 
443 420 440 

4180 5180 6080 
0680 8380 B4J0 
24J5 21X5 2470 
3523 3280 35X0 
6.75 5J0 5-99 

"'80 2730 2980 




VEW 

VBO 

VtoflBWWe*! 


Beni AW 45350 64280 6S3JS 

NMHkTEI 

wwoiPHim ?noo 
ST”* 

JMSBSSS5M 

I lift) 131 70 17360 1*1-90 

StataBkhWa 199.W 79430 19f” 

lota En0 Lora ISOM 14650 189J0 ,4U0 


Helsinki 

w wt rJae.fi 

total 

En ff R V. 

Hufttanrotol 
Mcnla A 
NlemiB 
Molds A 
Orion- YMpiwc 
Outrfawp. 

SaroPolRk-A 

uRJupnoiefta 


« EXC - , RigE^S 

ss %% s 

9bbh 

? 480 11280 Ilia 
4S5D 4450 CM 0 
190.10 1BSM 19080 
6980 6480 6980 
iO80 145.00 15780 i~»j 
11550 10880 11550 1QB80 


Penetei 0 Ddo 
PrfrwfloUtJ 
RantiyaotD Gp 
H M wgcrt 
SABrtweries 
Sosrf 
SB1C 

SroBh (CGJ 
Tiger Oats 


ia75 1030 1040 1020 
7 JO 780 7 JO 725 

6059 5980 6050 39X0 
8.10 750 8.W 750 

9280 8780 9240 8650 
4550 41 SO 44.W 41.10 
1525 1490 7525 1500 
3780 3780 3725 3725 
7850 7350 7580 7350 
3690 ffl 80 8640 8080 
2560 2475 25JD 2585 
1520 1420 1580 7415 
1150 7QJ0 1180 1070 
4465 4380 4410 4170 


Kuala Lumpur 

trnmNmxnm.mr 

7.5 

242 


Brussels 

PwiMtaetartewrir 


AtaOdn 

CCBepa 310 

Prttaueuon TO 

ftetaWw 3W0 

S? K S3 

'Sg 

grft Q w 1SWS 

RentaBrf^ mo 

^ ,^s 


BEL-»MK»nn 

Pr«fciw38C«* 

SS S i 

So «m i» 

'5S l ilS « 

MIC «» ^ 

573 

HWO KIM 1WW 

*TU4 7400 hmJ 

mn »»» 

ntn (IJO T IIS 

4«» 

2550 ^ wn 
U»0 5*90 J.™ 

1 78200 182000 17M« 


Buenos Aires «« "** ** S ffi 

wwOcwLsosaw** 

toWFraro* 'to iW “ 


Hong Kong 

otafsennamlA 

SlfflS 

ass* 

Ownno" - 

OiprtnjMw- y n 
CD MBltotiWU 

OMML S 


3Epd<»_ 

CmCOPucK KJ j 

ssjasr J 

HTSSSto ^*0 


Haag Sow njUP 
PtfMS 737351 

440 453 430 

?25 9jU 

111 S25 

JS n| 

fin* 

S3 S S 
4s 13 uo 

fa « 

55 850 350 

iin *45 6-10 

m£> ijs 

Itf 350 

24® 255S 2** 
RR5 9iA 9-05 
2430 26J0 2655 


M0HRPMPF 

PetanasGot 

S£SS£ 
K9L i 

TenoflB 
YTL 

YTL Power 


London 

mwwjkxitBtcai* 

aESEk 785 

BAA *80 

BORkSartktart 615 

BOtiOTS 1127 


' CuapvRe: 37426 
PpKtoat: 3SS45 

MO 7J0 Tfi 

125 252 

478 440 442 

186 788 7.74 

382 384 400 

174 180 426 

630 635 640 

097 094 181 

346 352 348 

159 153 149 

76J0 1450 1690 
150 240 254 

680 605 620 

35* 172 354 

110 110 324 

280 . 287 190 


FT-SE 100:521471 
PmtaR5H32B 


CsrtteiConw 410 384 487 185 

Cmkira 1.17 186 7.72 186 

CGU 942 880 9.19 857 

CinposGnap S95 549 526 552 

Daif MaS A 2280 21X0 2184 7125 

Dfag» 528 586 526 J.19 

DtaM Group 680 589 58B 58S 

EMAP 1115 9 JO 988 983 

EMJ Group 355 328 355 340 

Enterprise 01 354 142 185 171 

GofioterGlMP 444 415 430 412 

GEC 459 *21 433 433 

GKN 6X 689 620 685 

GtaraMMkBtae 1418 17X0 1781 7783 

Granodo Group 759 735 755 734 

GRE 258 2J8 J58 156 

GUS 7.17 683 700 656 

HoSitB 750 7.17 755 7.17 

Haw 190 0.75 880 85D 

KSBCHdgs 1789 7050 7189 HUE 

HSBCHfl5i7Sp 7138 7490 1731 1478 

ia 580 453 489 471 

Iropl Tobacco 682 584 5M 5J9 

Bnafeher 534 490 581 492 

S&l % £ & 8 

Usno 151 142 7J8 7J4 

Legal Gesl Grp 783 651 68B 636 

UojdsTSBGrp 7J0 682 780 685 

LuauVarfy 283 787 280 783 

MatsSpemr 470 439 440 435 

ME PC S3) 470 481) 480 

Mins 0000 0000 0000 0000 

NrftmdGfllJ 464 443 460 443 

Hotaocl Power 583 550 587 £52 

NaMWci 875 455 460 8J0 

Ha3 4X5 358 387 354 

HorSwPtaxk 500 489 496 487 

Mor*fc» Union 465 449 457 4JB 

NyemedAroer 1&5 358 343 256 

Oran^ 6.10 560 582 562 

P&O 629 418 622 620 

PWBM 11.U 11.14 1050 1409 

PowwGen 9X1 438 4» 869 

ProefefartFta 860 825 443 446 

Predeotel 880 435 t3S 433 

ftaObw* Group 1666 1500 1675 7600 

Rant Group Z51 235 28 139 

ftedatxtapn 980 850 450 1S6 

RMdUl 550 542 555 5J4 

Reotoid bifci 34! 330 129 115 

FtajfcsxGeoup 548 539 541 531 

RJoTTotoR 653 655 663 664 

RMCGTOOP 649 601 638 636 

finds Pace 185 1X8 182 183 

TtoWlBtSart 7-78 733 7 M 723 

BOKd&Saa AH 553 5XS 507 510 

Satewy 175 380 2.70 389 

Sas&bUY 5L54 532 547 552 

SdHwJeo 1780 955 9.95 1086 

SatfHewCnsSi 750 7X0 722 7X3 

SctSPoaer 610 587 600 604 

SEMA Group 6X0 550 577 555 

Seram Trort 1UM 7460 1042 7182 

STwfiTrotWpR 354 548 351 347 

SietM 280 188 186 1X9 

SataMObe 68S 677 680 683 

SmflteW 7.15 681 7X6 7.10 

SftenBrc 647 630 439 639 

Stand Oerter 410 3X5 387 183 

SOTLfePmr 558 530 554 544 

Tafe&Ljte 133 3.10 118 3.15 

Torn 124 186 150 159 

Thames Mater 1125 7056 11.11 1130 

21 Group 510 482 510 485 

TlGroZp 340 329 3X2 3J1 

TtraSS 258 150 255 244 

UnSewr STS 582 517 496 

UM New 587 572 579 556 

UtaUWte 945 9X2 9X5 936 

Uadotane 750 603 7J7 732 

mtabreod 783 730 7J0 7a 

WffamHdgs 332 320 325 120 

IMsetey Z98 2X8 189 280 

WcrWh 356 145 348 3J2 

WPP Creep 299 283 2,94 2JB 

Teneca 2350 2180 2250 22J7 


Manila wEMwc ngx? ^3 

wmwoseampb Prorfo«lI2U# 

A»trto 445 48S 445 4X5 

AyDtolXBd 590 540 580 550 |™£“ 

SkPbBpW 6000 5950 6000 6080 

MonttoBccA S3J0 6250 6300 6250 

Mcmrta EtacB 8550 8080 8500 76J0 

Meftn Bank 13500 72500 13500 124X0 

Pttan 2J5 2JG 275 2J0 

PhOLoogOW 80000 75500 80000 77000 lvMH 

SanMi9>dA ^50 38J0 30JO 38J0 


Danone 1620 155B 1575 7595 UftfOSeoBkF 

DasradSw 219X0 203 212JO 207 

Drsda France 780 753 770 7S0 

aFAauflatne 763 72S 761 718 

Eridtain BS 1118 1080 1700 1087 

EssJurWl ran 2195 2220 2192 — 


WMOOM 4180 59X5 60X5 5940 1 

BkNowSoorta 2610 25 55 2595 2535 j 

BantekGeU 2025 27JS 2B2S 2745* 

BCE 47X5 48JD 47X5 < 

BCTetearan 4080 3050 3880 39X0 4 

_ 7986 1BX0 1085 IBiS* 

3070 7980 30 JO 3020 ‘ 

65JO 6400 6400 65.15 I 

u.muku 2580 24X0 2515 2525* 

CdnOcddPet 2510 2645 27XD 27^ 1 

OtaPBdfc 3475 3380 3450 3350 i 


FamaeTeteODro 395 379 390 3849] wwwjxsesc 


PtSren 

PML»gDW 

SanMitpd A 
SmiMIgnef B 
SM Prime Hdg 


wwj roaou muv r/auu lvMH 
SS 38J0 38J0 38J0 
5050 4850 5080 4150 pEfcSA 
510 5X0 5X0 5X0 SSSTa 


40480 469 4Q0 46650 

17980 16510 16750 165J0 
1354 1275 1354 1227 

7790 MB ZIH) 7M 
922 K70 875 889 

235 22420 233.10 230 


Puitaw MCU27 QtaNatRes 

105X0 102X0 10350 10400 SiPaSc*'* 3475 3380 3450 

7480 7050 7380 7080 DaPofrtCdaA 3650 3500 3625 3490 


7350 7W» 73X0 »J0 
15780 15050 155X0 15080 


138X0 137 JO FrfaMbridge 


21.10 2055 21X5 29X0 4 
440X0 43080 43580 43400 i 
1610 1525 1610 15251 


PecMnwA 
Pernod factutl 


308 373 38420 380 ArfnB 134J0 132X0 133X0 132X0 Geac Computer 3725 3450 3720 3455 1 

W 15720 161 760 "teCapcaA 175X0 765^ 174X0 16380 hwraSoT^ 22X5 2280 2225 2?3 * 


Mexico 


PsaneriCB 

, PtaOTiFPrtat 

ate Mg 3793L76 Proandes 
PTrflras: *577X6 Renata 


161 15720 161 160 gg”„^°P°gA g—, 

420 30510 420 387 ete(as*Dt8 10780 9600 10150 9500 inco 

97S 927 968 923 «000 IPL&frW 

981 943' Ml 968 r° ni * 0 $?SP ( * 20380 190X0 20280 79780 LakUaw 

3600 3»l 3516 34S H amSl 568X0 5(7X0 55200 548X0 MopoUIA 

232.90 21270 22B 221 J2J5 Jf'S JPS, W etetrtB eHrf 3450 3155 32JJ 33X0 

•0 478 478 48980 ImestarB 33600 31600 3X3X3 310X0 HnCDBnCredB 4610 4520 45SS t/rt m 

22 S 71110 22 S ^ *4 S 3 

820 797 am 788 «80 47 JO 47X0 47.10 NflMn Telecom 4170 <060 61X5 60XJ5 

30650 290 TOB-qi 20050 ftawJW*" 3»Xfl 37600 »X0 370» Nora 2050 19.90 2005 2050 


Afin A 28.10 27X0 27J5 2780 Rh-PmdencA 22440 71 110 231 JO 212J0 

Banned 8 1140 1040 1140 10X0 Sanofl 820 797 am 788 f”*™ ” 

BffliawwrB 240 280 223 785 SdmEiler 30850 290 30850 28050 SSZEfcW 

Bimbo A 7BJQ 1750 18X0 1724 STMJcroetec 299 Z76 295X0 788 g»gtB 

CofsoAl 32X0 31.10 3280 37X0 SteGenerteA 781 751 770 738 


1725 1670 77X0 1645 . 

5425 6380 6420 <1151 

1510 1455 1580 1465 4 

9645 9100 9560 9195 

(Net 3450 XL55 3155 33X0 

Qerta 4610 4520 45SS 45X» • 


550 290 28050 PhormAWohn 390X0 37400 387X0 37BL* NolW 2050 19.90 70X5 2050 

299 Z76 29580 288 ^*^* 6 16450 159X0 10X0 ICT^ PTOta Ptttn 2220 7125 22X0 2158 - 

781 751 770 738 ]5080 14080 14950 PtfroGto 21X0 19X0 70X5 2025 


OxioGfTdAl 2280 2750 22X0 7140 SodextaABanc 1140 1070 1090 1089 ^* n B , , ’“8? 

OenocCPO 2470 22.70 2450 2250 SlGobota 789 745 767 745 l* 

CTreC 7180 7286 1380 1280 SuezLwnEonx 1030 9» 964 1006 gS&.R” 

tabunuB I860 18X0 1660 1BX0 Srrthtenbo 1049 971 1049 1002 „„ 

WwQaitMpA 2650 2520 2610 2520 ThomsonCSF 207 18920 20U0 2W %?u***.i sSS 

TrfevtoCPO 710X0 10420 710X0 101X0 ToU B 764 776 750 770 ******* 

TrfMexL 2150 2155 2150 22. W Owner S>25 5560 56 5745 19 *X0 191X0 192X0 

Inteteirtten Volte 403 37510 380 390 - - , 

“ ^ Sydney 


17050 162X0 16950 16050 PtoccrDoD* 


TrfevteoCPO 710X0 10420 110X0 107X0 ToUB 
TrfMexL 2150 2155 2150 22. JO Onner 

Urietefiw 


^SSiSSS Prague 


19100 191X0 192X0 193X0 StefiCdaA 
— _ Suncor 

TdhroanEiV 

A0 Perfora tes. 257160 Tetefltobe 
PltMKBHrf TMW 


PtaoerDame 1920 1840 1950 18X0 j 

PofcrflSrak 81.15 7745 81X0 77.75 * 

Renatasanee 2140 20.90 2123 21.10 

RUrfrtBkOta 66J0 4485 66X0 6430 

Rnprt Grp Tech 3020 3CU0 3040 3020 

Seaman Cd 4950 48X5 *70 4850 

SfteiCda A 25X0 2455 2500 2465 


5080 5030 50.70 5040 - 
3470 34B5 3450 3450 


PX 50 tadee 31668 
Praviooe 36128 


AlMaznAmc 302S0 19200 19920 19930 fiVnCiMbtei i cc ot% nifi (m «<iai ANZ BMPj 

BaCumlkt 9090 8750 8750 8900 ^Sjtartrfno la® !34« 14401 a^G» 

BcaRteurn* 7370 ®00 7200 6960 ^ ^ BHR 

Bco fnteso 7780 7360 7650 7545 ^ Bord 

BOlPWWraran«SW 14^001^14^ IS ^6^°8 6^ SSST - 

vn mo- ms mo w.jo m 377.10 x\x SteaB 


UWI 

e ' 41 JO 39X0 41 JO 38JB •: 

37 JO 3125 31 JO 3120 . 

» 3820 37 JO 37JO 3800 „ 

BcMk 43J0 ms ew 42X0 ' 

1845 18X0 18X5 1765 ' 

I _ 2110 2220 23X5 2100 1 


BcsPenWraao 149900 146000 149500 10900 
Bead tain 2945 2790 2920 2850 

B-nfeten 2790 2710 ' 2735 2710 

1134 1100 1124 1115 

OerfblfciBnoo 7430 7100 7345 7495 

744B5 13575 14050 74130 


^ Brorabtetort. 3480 3360. 34SO 33X3 Westan 

JS! S? SS-JS SP-2S CBA 20X7 19X5 1989 1985 latebodtoa 

448 430 436 431 La * ,nMir V 


537 528 5X6 526 Tarfloro Bank 4150 4265 4135 42X0 

21X8 21J1 21X2 2UD I<Wtar_ 1 Rua 18.00 Ifl^ 17^ 

&9S 820 8X8 824 Tramafe 2110 2220 23X5 2100 

1156 1114 1141 11.13 T mnsrag PI pe TLC a» B40 2320 T 

7225 12J5 1264 105 TrtzecHahn 29X5 27X5 2825 27X5 * 

2J6 2J2 2J5 222 WafcoastEny 28J0 18.10 2825 28.15 

3480 Pin 3450 mm Weston 47X0 47X0 47X0 47X0 


67 6726 6728 


10250 9955 10350 10050 ASn Paulo Beresaa bdac 7U72JT P5. _ 
4670 4520 *640 4635 


RwSartaAaie 7450 7155 74« 7050 

GairadlAlrfc 53500 51900 53500 52200 

3580 3440 3460 3565 


9.10 850 193 860 
7X5 6J6 7X0 6JC 


COtesMier 620 6X0 6X2 629 

Celodal 496 497 4X9 496 ■ - 

CocnnfcD 6J0 590 430 5X3 «!-««« 

163 135 154 3X4 V tell TO 
366 3X7 OM 159 

Gen. Prop. Tc 2X3 2.77 2X1 277 _ ,TtT 
LandLeose 35J0 3465 3520 3465 BairfAuslrte 

NuJAustBonk 20.90 2021 20X8 2020 gun^Vec. 


20950 20050 20750 197S gSSpM 490 S OsSi 490X0 470X0 NolMllludHdo 34B 324 342 134 

4305 4735 43S0 4195 3“i?PH ^ 24 JO M30 2410 News Corp.. UX 0 1050 1090 1060 


7750 7500 7500 7630 
10850 10500 10690 10685 


16100 1S» 15895 15720 MJO 24W K60 2140 fe 7lBto « t !?■“ ’f' 1 " ' 9M 1Wn 

1785 1®2 1707 ma bSSSoPM 63M ato 4TM) ?G?«0aBank 1060 10^ 10J6 1025 RrtEtekkfa 


1720 i s m 1220 isec rrowinn 127 324 320 325 ^VH . . 

510 7§ axo ni P*Bwrtnrt _6*5 .596 596 _4» 


3490 3300 3415 3420 


BetejpoutaPM 6420 62X0 <3J0 61X0 

' 7120 11X0 71X0 7060 SJSS" 1 ’ 


SST 2S ^ 5BSX0 560X0 58S.W saoo Tetata. 

1 M0 iflonS is™ Uahtsereidot 175X0 165X0 170X0 163X0 5^. 

'& S Si ffe ,w ”■* ,31 » mx ^ 

5 Pteto Torino 20050 19260 20000 18760 TnUte£p« 


464 4J8 461 460 VATedl 

457 450 455 451 WtefioiwtgBau 

457 4X0 472 4XS 


ATX tadat: 1117.2? ' 

PwtatlW.1* . 

554 539 539 540 :r 

715 715 715 722 t 

760 715 715 745 o 

649 621-50 645 fflff - 

1741 T763.90 1770 : 

2234 2300 T 
1160JD 11201169.50 1 

1978 1 9121992.151946X5. -> 

12*3 1234 1244 I232..J 

2335 2182232&7D 21803 . 


i^i^Si^i^ 9SSS SS SS »Tno| s 3 S S ; 

*“*“**“ 71x5 *6660 70X0 «jo Jgfeffip Wellington mzs^o taneu 170022 - 

TetataraPta 40OW i»g 3gX0 !«X 0 BSSSSi* IS IS IS Prarfo«l71M9^ 


180X0 186X0 77499 
19X0 19X0 18X0 


Taipei sn>a Ma w wee < 942.77 

wwwJtenmiw Pi«tera.7K13J» 


NrNXentaB 
Briertyftwt 
Carter HoB rad 
Hefcte CliBlda 
HefcbOiEoy 


TeteesreJhrfa 71990 11410 11 BOO 11545 friSTpa 
TIM 10H0 9790 HOC 9900 

CVRD PM 

Montreal itatariM.****** Taipei ffiaa 

PrmM:22£A42 wwwJx^smJw nmw.'7WW Retell Die 

mHnwmarg « — " — ■ — By I n.n 

^ S3 ““ftSSSlS ^sass^s, bibs; 

snsffc sa a as ais m 

O-WratLBKD »J5 2120 21.10 H?S5 Se£ 7 28000 27600 MODO SSn 

ton? . »60 2765 KaokrotoBank 3030 2860 29» 3Q2D QtoaSterf «*«*«**« . . 

lafcto&p I?-® 19^ I9J0 19X8 Korea BPwr 77900 17450 17700 17700 FMCaem-Bk 5450 53X0 53X0 53.S1 Zurich 

ISfifWSLi. 515 S-S? LGEtedronks 10850 lOfflO 10850 10400 Penme n Ptefc 45X0 43.7Q 4560 wwnjumm 

NoTIBkQinedo 2320 22X0 23.10 22X5 LGSaretoe 9050 8700 - 0900 8950 Han Hcd Pros- iwnp 152 x 0 154X0 151X0 ™ , 

Power Cap “S SS 5S SiS 43000 41900 42700 4»0 hSSnSiU 930 AS »50 5650 ABBS 

PewerRiri »20 axo 28.15 27-40 5ao»onfi DhJcy 29600 27350 29400 27150 bill Coram. Bk 3650 3550 3550 36J0 *5BR 

IflteMte SrensmsB ec 366® 32600 33900 333® NaiYOPtefcl 37X0 S» XM Mem 

SamsudSphe 24HU0 229M0 245000 2S00M StanKwoUta 3J0 SOSO SDJ0 KS ****«>* 

. ■ — — 5Wnf*n W®* 2960 .285 0 2880 2910 Tafcyai S«ml 66X0 64X0 6450 6X50 Aies^nan 

■ -— SKTetecom 412MQ 380000 4100® «93M UMMcreEteC. 3730 3M0 3U0 3W0 §«f 
Oejo oactajrawd MdHMdCOta. 31X0 31X0 31X0 31J0 


1X8 7X0 1X0 1X7 -- 

0-45 0JS 028 044 ; 

L33 U7 1J9 1J1'. 

156 150 1JS 1X0' ' 

3X2 2-58 2.95 290*' 


525 5*5 

437 422 


Sjj n ^ n “~ass§52 jisas-, sss&ssns i i i i‘ 

£-2 fi-jS fl-S fl'JS CattwyLSelS. 90X0 96X0 96X0 97X0 TaLSSSEy V-A 

H p Ssss^7 %£ gs §s - 

Sf H ^ jm in® .ISS iSS »2SLu %% %£ %2> SS Zurich 

KJO WM win ’22S ’SSS ’252 PtamwiPtelfc 65X0ia7Q413a456a wwHimnuX PlWfiiBfcSBua 


5P1 tedac 2998-49 ' - 
PnMMMi 3884X1 ’ 


66X0 44X0 *4<n *X50 teSnaoB 

._. 3720 3W0 34X0 3650 §«r'“ “ 

MdMMdCOta. 31X0 31X0 31X0 3120 




1414 1374 1408 1365- 
257 274 281 275 

91 SB 54fi 576 
13M 1256 1362 1360 ? 
IDS IBM 1870 
3225 3332 3220 - 
924 915- 

224 206“ 


Aker A 9250 B9X0 97X0 92X0 Shenzhen B staves tadae 63X5 

A terWarttee 93X0 9TX0 91X0 92X0 PmkusClST 

’mS ’ojo ’nx§ ’aJo SSs SIS uo Aviv 

8255 ““ & MS US ,88 safe's? is ts t§ — ***• 

177§ lSS liS 155® 152 is H* BkHcnaofcn 


Tel M» 25 tedee 295X4 
PmlwsrSnW 


1087 

11X9 

11.17 

840 

8*1 

846 

*00 

*20 

4X9 

6X4 

891 

MO 

iS 

3X4 

8X4 

3X0 

9.11 

147 

1JS 

1JU 

555 

555 

5X3 

S® 

5 30 

5X1 

5X2 

6X9 

5X3 


Madrid 

MrirXataPBMfef 
ACESA 22W 

AxoraBasste 70® 

teukito 3045 

BBV * 1660 

Brarato 1890 

BatAtatar 4195 

Bea Cental ten 1360 

Bco Popular 90® 

BcoSaTtander 2410 

CtarfranDadd 342S 

CEPSA 41» 

Ccretaade 3730 


10X5 10X6 10X4 


FECSA 14® 

PeaQiarfr 5933 

GesNskaol 70400 


aba tada: 711.11 

PHrfrata OUt 

10 2210 2130 
SO 70® 6620 
IQ 3060 2890 
15 1*50 1445 

IS 7885 18® 

U 4195 4040 

P0 7345 1255 

B 98® 9490 
B 2385 2170 
B 3425 3390 
» 41® 4110 
5 3620 36® 
O 3190 2820 

S 3273 3655 
B 14® 13(0 
D 5920 5760 

io non iso® 


NoafcHrrfn 282® 27*50 77950 272® 

NaakeSkooA 179® 176® 177® 176® 

MrconeriAroar 49® 4R®-48® 47® 

OritoA 107® 91® 92® 96® TwmK«* 

PMraGettwc 120® 113® 111® 120® BsHaesee* 

5oga PsOtn A 79® 74® 79® 71® 

SjSteted SO® 79® 80® 80® 

StaRtaaod 51® 48® 50® 4B® 


gssfeSre ^ 2 S is ts isgssr ss ^ ss ns 

^ ti B ii & B Si 

Tsannlbn 1® 1® 1® 1® CSnim. 3X0 Ml 3® M4 pES?#** 

BsbmeabgotMtoHwsItogdoaffs «i5 «d*rooidA 1845 1700 1807 1720:7- 

S? SH? RWerHdas 840 B25 140 ffl-i 

TWlPw?* 8 ,.“S »**HSrPC 1 SB 0 1S40 15500 'umo 1 - 

— - 1 ■ - Temmann. 146® 14*50 14*90 140® SAir Group R ■*»■«««» ■*" f ■ 

Singapore f3S5£rPC 


944 

„ 22*75 W 04 

gboSoecQM 17575 112 11575 711-^ ■ 

QorianfR 654 630 652 634 — 

QdSuhraGpR 192® 173 192® 176. r 

~ ‘ 7540 7350 7^ 743 . : 

1334 1361 1300 120. ■ 

L5B 790 783 788 79S - : 

2776 2690 2765 26».:: 
22(9 2200 2263 2163 . 1 
2258 2205 2257 2190 V 
163 IS IS 163 . f 

92S 914 9M 920 Vi 

316 305 316 310 1 , 

1845 1700 1807 1720:.- 


Paris CAc®= Mgj; 

tawtara odefmh* Mato 

J3A USJPSJS d®£3 

AGP 373X0 310 311® 309® DBS Lob 

S S S8 IS 

«f- 3 B ^ 


"to dbs’ 

3094c obs 


118 

2.90 

110 

106 

153 

240 

2® 

2® 

7X4 

0X7 

1® 

1® 

525 

5® 

555 

5® 

1.13 

1® 

1® 

1.10 

3® 

322 

122 

3® 

0X5 

0X2 

0X3 

0.93 

2X7 

7X9 

1® 

1X9 

1.17 

1X9 

1® 

1.15 


370 31550 317 370 1 : 

844 768 B40 769 i "J 

U00 1560 1570 7536% 

U« 1051 1051 11®% 
710 685 710 (87 tei 


SUtaHModkR 258® 149 355® 251 — 

SMdEh Group B 89 822 830 835 

Swiddi Group R 206® 2S22S 205JS 204 T; 

SwbaUtaB 907 DO 883 888 ^ 

SWW Betas R 3070 2905 2990 2883 

409 395® 409 390 

259 2S6J0 23 258*3 

W « IS 750^" 


...» 









































































































































•- I. f x ■ .V.Y 




• *.- ... A *(>•.»'«'>*■'- 4-' 1 Va<3.'A4 


s r i : ---*&’xi 


PAGE 18 


CSTERNA3I0NAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1998 


ASIA/PACIFIC 


rfong Kong ■ 

Singapore 

Tokyo . 

l-JangSeng . 

Straits Thnes... 

.■.hBWtei 22 S;v-.,;. v 

IICOOA 

1700- - - - 

•■16750-— -VA- - 

10000 \ 

wooV - 

I 6 OOOVI 1 . R- 

m ■ 

1300 V - - 

■15250 Vy—V 

8000 rN/i/H 

uoo W. - 

-14500 UV 

7CD0 \ft* 

900 - - 

‘13750 

m A 'M'J'JAS 

^'A M' J J A S 

13000 A _r M’ J'Ta'S 


China Moving to Spend 
Its Why Out of Slump 


Kia and Hanwha Asset Sales Fail 


iirU 


•rs 


By Seth Faison 

New York Times Service 
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BEIJING — Chinese leaders ex- 
pect to weather the Asian economic 
crisis by spending so much money 
on public works that they reverse 
slowing growth, deter unemploy- 
ment and counter falling exports, a 
senior official said Wednesday. 

Assessing China’s economic out- 
look. Zeng Peiyan, minister of the 
State Development Planning Com- 
mission, said that China was pro- 
ceeding with plans to spend $1.2 
trillion on new infrastructure proj- 
ects over the next three years. 


Although some economists ques- 
3H whether China can spend dial 
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Very briefly: 


• Indonesia and the Paris Club of creditors have agreed on a 
plan to reschedule principal payments on $4.2 billion in 
Indonesian debt. The agreement was reached at a meeting in 
Paris with 19 creditor countries. 


•Taiwan’s unemployment rase ffom 2.93 percent in July to 
.\05 percent in August, its highest level in almost rwo years as 
the economy slowed with the rest of Asia. 

• British Telecommunications PLC, Britain’s biggest 
phone company, will buy a minority stake in an Asian mobile 
phone operator or Internet service provider next month, 
company officials said. 

•^Hong Kong Telecommunications Ltd. assured workers 
there would be no wage reductions or layoffs for the next 12 
months, one day after withdrawing a controversial pay cut 
••Telekom Malaysia Bird, borrowed $60 million in an in- 
terest-free Islamic loan, making the company one of the first to 
raise money outside the country after Malaysia imposed 
restrictions on capital flows. 

•-Hong Kong reported a 95 percent drop in new mortgage 
lending in August, signaling thin property market woes are far 
(ram over. The total fell to 8.43 billion Hong Kong dollars 
(Sl.l billion). 


•^Hyundai Motor Co, South Korea's biggest car maker, 
expects its domestic sales to be cut in half this year, to 300,000, 
as the econom / Shrinks. AFP, Bloomberg 


don whether China can spend that 
much. Mr. Zeng said falling exports 
to neighbors made it imperative for 
Beijing to spend aggressively if it 
wanted to reach its target of 8.0 
percent growth this year. 

“Only if overall fixed asset in- 
vestment grows by IS to 18 percent 
can we reach 8 percent economic 
growth,” Mr. Zeng said at a news 
conference. 

Recent economic statistics are en-‘ 
couraging. if not conclusive. In Au- 
gust, fixed asset investment by the 
government rose 26.9 percent, to 
158. 1 billion yuan, compared with a 
similar period in 1997. 

Mr. Zeng pointed to that figure as 
an indication China’s spending 
plans, unveiled asa$l trillion public 
works plan, had started to kick in. 

In the face of questions about how 
China could find $1 trillion to spend, 
even including all official and non- 
official outlays for fixed asset in- 
vestment, Beijing officials recently 
expanded their plans by another 
$200 billion, for a total of $1.2 tril- 
lion, or 10 trillion yuan. 

Whatever the size of the outlays, 
the direction China’s leaders want to 
take the economy is clear. 

To reverse the foiling growth rate 
— which slipped to 7 percent in the 
first half of this year, its slowest 
since 1991 — Chinese leaders plan 
to expand highway and railway con- 
struction. build bridges, provincial 
electricity upgrades and start water 


conservation projects needed after 
this summer’s heavy flooding. 

On Sunday, Beijing also an- 
nounced plans to build five large 
hydroelectric power stations at a 
cost of more than $7 billion. 

Addressing another matter of 
continuous concern among interna- 
tional investors, Mr. Zeng said he 
could guarantee that China would 
not devalue its currency this year. 

Meanwhile, C hina ’s central bank 
ordered bonks to cut interest rates on 
U.S. dollar deposits, a move that 
will likely take pressure off the ex- 
change rate by discouraging de- 
mand for dollars. 

The yuan, which is only traded on 
a limited basis, closed slightly high- 
er on Wednesday, at 8.2784 to the 
dollar, compared with 8.2788 on 
Tuesday. 


Collapse of Deals Casts Doubt on Restrucnring of Chaebol 


By Don Kirk 

International Herald Tribune 


Protectionist China 
Has U.S. Concerned 


Bloomberg News 

BEIJING — The U.S. undersec- 
retary of commerce. David Aaron, 
said Wednesday that trade relations 
with China were at a “turning 


SEOUL — In a jolt to investor 
confidence in the economy, two of 
South Korea’s most heavily lever- 
aged groups failed Wednesday in 
efforts at selling off huge pans to 
prospective buyers. 

Kia Motors Coip., with debts 
estimated at more than $ 10 billion, 
canceled an auction for all its as- 
sets for the second time this month, 
saying South Korea's three other 
motor-vehicle makers had all de- 
manded larger debt write-offs than 
Kia’s creditors could offer. 

The Kia announcement came 
just hours alter Hanwha, Energy Co. 
said it bad canceled tine sale of a 
thermal power plant to AES Corp. 
of Arlington, Virginia, which earli- 
er agreed to buy the 1.500-mega- 
wait plant for $874 million. 

The failure of both deals deep- 
ened the sense of despair here over 

whether South Korea’s conglom- 
erates, or chaebol, can carry out an 
agonizing process of restructuring 
while burdened with at least $150 


point” with concern growing that 
Beijing is adopting new protection- 


billion in debts to foreign creditors 
and debts totaling several times 
that amount to Korean banks. 


Yoo Jung Yul, appointed by 
court to manage the bankrupt ! " 
group through disposal of its r 
canceled the auction even l‘‘ 

Kia had said that the Hyuntrr, 
Samsung and Daewoo group;' ot 
companies, the country’s ujt 
largest chaebol, had submitted c-wi 
above the minimum amount for 
each share. The sale foundered cr. 
the Hpmanria for debt write-ofii. 

“That makes a mockery of *he 
bidding process,” said Peter Un- 
derwood, who specializes in motor 
vehicles as a business consultant, 
“It undermines investor confi- 
dence in Korea.” 

Kia offered no explanation other 
than to say that all three groups had 
attached requests for debt write-offs 
beyond the $2.1 billion that Kia’s 
creditor banks reluctantly agreed to 
forgive after die cancellation Sept. 1 
of the first auction. 

Kia did not say whether it would 
rail another auction. The new can- 
cellation opened the possibility that 
it would have to sell off its facilities 
piece by piece, leaving most of its 
debts unpaid. Kia’s debts are in- 
creasing by about $6 million a day, 
with more than half of the gain 
coming from debt servicing. 


Despite its troubles, more than 
v 8.000 workers are still employed 
nt Kia's two main plants, which 
continue to produce abcwt 45,000 
care a month. Kia has sold 325,054 
cars this year, a 36 percent drop 
from last year. Kia’s domestic 
sales this year, like those of it' 
competitors, are less than naif 
what they were in the first eight 
months of last year. 

“The longer they wait, me less 
the value of the company,” Mr. 
Underwood said, “but the worst 
thing is the message it sends to 
foreign investors that Korea isn’t 
serious about writing off debts.” 

Ford MotorCo., which owns 9.4 
percent of Kia’s shares and con- 
trols another 5.6 percent through 
Mazda Motors of Japan, which is 
one-third owned by Ford, bid 
along with Hyundai, Samsung and 
Daewoo in the first auction but 
withdrew from the second. 

Hanwha Energy, part of the 
Hanwha group. South Korea’s 
eighth- largest chaebol, said it had 
failed to come to terms with AES 
on requests for a government guar- 
antee for bills accrued by Korean 
Electric Power Corp., a govern- 
ment-backed entity. 
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Beijing is adopting new protection- 
ist measures. 

Mr. Aaron, who is on the last leg 
of a tour through several Asian 
countries hit hard by the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis, said Washington was 
worried that Beijing's moves to curb 
imports would only worsen the re- 
gion’s woes. 

“We don’t want to see protec- 
tionism spread as a result of die 
crisis,” Mr. Aaron said. 

Since about 40 percent of Asian 
trade is among the region’s coun- 
tries. raising new barriers will make 
it “very difficult for Asia to dig 
itself out of the problems,” he said. 

Unlike many Asian countries, the 
Chinese economy continues to grow, 
but at the slowest pace since 1990. 
This year’s growth may foil below 
the government’s 8 percent target 


World Bank to Delay Loans to Malaysia 


jjSlwiy 1 


Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — Malaysia’s 
decision to impose capital controls 
and peg its currency to the U.S. 
dollar has “disrupted” the World 
Bank’s plans to lend money to the 
Southeast Asian country, a senior 
Bank official said Wednesday. 

“I don’t know what we’re going 
to do,” said Jean-Michel Severino, 
director of foe East Asia and Pacific 
department at the World Bank. He 
added that the earliest the lending 
program could resume would “be at 
the end of this calendar year.” 

The World Bank’s decision to 


delay lending about $1 .7 billion was 
the first sign that Malaysia’s cur- 
rency controls and its jailing of 
political opponents would jeopard- 
ize international assistance. The 
country is struggling with its first 
recession in 13 years. 

The Finance Ministry said Wed- 
nesday that Malaysian officials 
would meet with officials of the 
World Bank from Oct. 6 to Oct 8. 

‘ 'Malaysia needs the support from 
international bodies,” said Eddie 
Lee, an economist at Vickers Balias 
Investment in Singapore. ‘ ’Given the 
suffering of the poorer people” due 


to the recession, he added, “it’s go- 
ing to hurt the man in the street” •? 

Mr. Severino said last month that- 
the World Bank might lend Malay- m 
sia the money within 1 8 months. The 
money was intended to overhaul the”, 
country's financial system, supple-" 
raeut government spending and un- f 
prove education ana health care. j 

Then, on Sept. 1, Prime Minister' 
Mahathir bin Mohamad, defying in- * 
temationaJ prescriptions for repair-.* 
ing the country’s economy, linked f 
the country’s currency, the ringgit, u 
to the dollar and imposed tight con- x 
trols on its convertibility. 
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Quarter’s Global Equities Storm Offers No Haven 
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Blof »nlxr$ Business News 

® YORK — Stocks around the 
their wom ihrel 

^ SlDCe Ae ^ of 
liW, and many investors foresee few 

gains the rest of the year. 

As currencies, economies and con- 

fi&»ce ^UfPsed late this summer in 

Asia, Latin America and Russia, stocks 

W woe dismal virtually everywhie 

Among the world’s 58 major equity 

'i “£**“’ only Costa Rica’s advanced 

8 BrazU - and 

[ fenchmark RTS stock in- 

I dot, the world s best-performing index 
K for the past two years, feU 67 percent in 

S dollar terms. 

I In the United States, equity in- 
I vestorc saw $1.4 trillion Vanish as 

L stocks fell into what could be their first 

b«r market since 1990. The bencb- 
Standard & Poor’s 500 Index, 
after almost tripling since 1995 is 13 
I percent below its July 17 high’ Such 
I stalwarts as Walt Disney Co., Gillette 
I Co. and Citicorp have warned that re- 
* suits will be hampered by economic 

*- turmoil in Asia and Latin America. 

“Valuations are still quite rich by 
past standards, and earnings growth is 
coming under pressure in many parts 


of the world,” said Paul Quinsee, an 
international money manager with JJ. 
Morgan Investment Management 

No markets qualify as a haven, in- 
vestors say, although Europe may have 
'he best prospects amid a wave of 
corporate restructuring and a plan to 
unify many of its currencies. 

“If everything remains as it is now, 
Europe seems the best of a ted lot,” 
said Isabelle Cohen — — 
Solal, who helps man- ^ 
age $8 hill io n at fund w do ms 
manager Etoile Ges- hujeiwi ( 
tion in Paris. “The ™ eXCS ’ 
U.S. is slowing, Russia Rica’s WE 
is not there, Asia __ 

hasn’t solved its prob- one ro P® 
lems.” 

The U.S. stock market is the world’s 
largest and affects the tenor of trading 
everywhere. Investors are divided 
about whether recent declines mark the 
outset of an extended decline or a short 
“correction,” 

The question is how much economic 
turmoil abroad wOl affect the earnings 

of U.S. mnttmaHonalc and the small er 
companies that serve them. Analysts 
such as Abby Joseph Cohen of Gold- 
man, Sachs & Co. argue that U.S. 
companies will grow this year, even 
with diminished exports. But others 


Of 58 major slock 
indexes, Costa 
Rica’s was die only 
one to post gains. 


make a case for a “profits reces- 
sion.” 

About one-third of die $25 trillion 
world economy is directly affected by 
Asia, according to ISI Group, a broker- 
age and economic research firm. ISI 
expects profits to be little changed this 
year and lower next year for the 
companies in the Standard & Poor's 
500 index. It also forecasts an interest- 
rate cut by the U.S. 

1 Federal Reserve 

WT Stock Board, a move that tra- 

jajfl ditionally helps 

stocks. 

> die only Even after losing 
i _• much of their gams for 

E gams. this year in the past 

couple of months, 

European stocks are ahead of U.S. is- 
sues in year-to-date performance. 
Since its peak July 20, the Bloomberg 
Europe 500 Index has lost more than 
half of this year’s gains but is still up 13 
percent for the year. 

Imperial Tobacco FLG, with a 35 
percent gain, was the quarter’s best 
investment among the stock in that 
index. Olivetti SpA, op 30 percent,- was 
the second-best perfonner as it moved 
to sired its computer hardware business 
and become the biggest cellular and 
fixed-line rival to Telecom Italia SpA. 


Restructuring also could drive 
stocks in the fourth quarter as Euro- 
pean companies prepare for the in- 
troduction of a single currency in II 
countries Jan. 1. 

Five of the world’s 10 worst-per- 
forming equity markets for the quarter 
were in Latin America. Once favored 
by fund managers for their rapid 
growth, these stocks gave up three 
years' worth of gains this quarter — 
their worst three months in a decade. 

From July 17 through Sept 10, Mor- 
gan Stanley’s Latin American stock 
index lost 49 percent of its value, a 
steeper decline than the one that fol- 
lowed Mexico’s 1994 peso devalu- 
ation, as foreign investors fled. 

Argentina's Merval index is at its 
lowest point since April 199 5; 
Venezuela's benchmark index lost 69 
percent of its value this year, the 
biggest decline after Russia, and in 
Brazil, the Bovespa stock index is 
down 33 percent. 

Meanwhile, a political deadlock 
over plans to bail out sinking lenders 
combined with fading prospects for an 
export-led recovery to pull down Jap- 
anese stocks in the Current quarto’. 

The Nikkei 225-stock index has 
fallen almost 18 percent since mid- 
July. 


Very brief lys 

• Individual investors put about $3.83 billion into U.S. stock 
funds in the week ended Monday, down from the net $4.71 
billion inflow of the week before, as the market continued to 
rebound after a six-week sl ump , according to the research 
group Trimtabs.com. Investors redeemed about $ 1 38 billion 
from international stock funds in the past week, compared 
with a net inflow of $2.18 billion in the previous week. 

• Latin American closed-end funds have fallen out of favor 
with investors even more than the markets the funds invest in, 
with the average fund trading at a 28 percent discount to its net 
asset value last week — an all-time high — as investors have 
dumped them' in favor of less risky investments, Santander 
Investment reported. 

• Investor AB, the holding company of the Wallenberg 
family of Sweden, is moving its new-investment unit to New 
York from London. “It will be easier to follow our main 
investment areas — within medical technology, health-care 
and information technology,” an executive said, adding that 
the switch should be completed by next year. Bloomberg 


After Drop, Wall Street Braces for Cuts 


Reuters 

NEW YORK — Overseas trading losses and a 
slowdown in most securities businesses are raising 
the specter of layoffs ax Wall Street's biggest 
bouses, which employed a record number of 
people just last month. 

“Everything is a function of how the market and 
how profitability is,” Joan Zimmerman of the New 
York executive search firm G.Z. Stephens said this 
week. “Recruitment, compensation and head 
count — a few firms have already laid down the 
law that they will not be actively recruiting.” 

Third-quarter profits at most U.S. securities 
firms are expected to be the worst in at least two 
years. Goldman, Sachs & Co. reported Tuesday 
that its latest quarterly pretax profit was down 19 
percent, to $754 million. 

Some Wall Street houses have already trimmed 
their staffs, and more are planning cuts. Travelers 


Whose Money Is Funding? 
Your Investment Adviser? 

SEC Says Many Firms Fail to Tell All to Clients ; 


Group’s purchase of Citicorp is expected to result 
in the elimination of 8,000 jobs, or 5 percent of die 
companies’ combined workforce, by die end of the 
year. 

'The employment in the securities industry 
tracks very nicely with the ups and downs in the 
market itself,” said Hal Schroeder of Keefe Bruy- 
ette & Woods. “We’re going through the trimming 
process first.” Major cuts will come later, he said, 
if the markets keep slumping. 

Fueled by the decadelong bull market in stocks, 
the securities industry employed a record 663,400 
people across the United States in August, up from 
606^00 a year earlier, according to preliminary 
data provided by the New York Department of 
Labor. 

Securities employment in New York City alone 
rose to a record of 166, 100 in August, eclipsing the 
record of 163,000 set in 1987. 


By Edward Wyatt 

New Vorit Times Servlet 

WASHINGTON — Imagine placing 
your hard-earned nest egg with an in- 
vestment adviser who, in trading for 
your portfolio, uses a brokerage firm 
dial pays his rent, gives him vouchers 
for rental cars or travel or buys new 
carpet for his office. 

According to a survey of brokerage 
and investment firms operating in the 
United States released this week by the 
Securities ami Exchange Commission, 
such practices are all too common. 

In a report on (he use and abuse of 
“soft dollars,” the commission rebates 
that investment firms receive for steering 
business to some brokerage firms, the 
SEC reported that more than a quarter of 
the brokerage and investment advisory 
firms had made questionable use of the 
money. It did not name the firms. As a 
result, many investors are probably pay- 
ing bloated commissions — which, in 
turn, lower their investment returns. 

About $1 billion of research and other 
services is purchased annually with soft 
dollars, the report said. The money is 
supposed to pay for research to help 
investment managers put together port- 
folios for clients. It can also go to buy 
items covered by a “safe harbor,” in- 
cluding publications or computer sys- 
tems through which research is trans- 
mitted to a firm. 

But an examination by the commis- 
sion's Office of Compliance, Inspections 
and Examinations of 75 brokerage firms 
and 280 investment advisers found that 
28 percent of investment advisers and 35 
percent of brokerage firms had provided 
or received items outside that definition. 

About 20 firms, or 7 percent of the 
investment advisers surveyed, had en- 
gaged in “egregious fraud” by siphon- 
ing off soft-dollar money for undis- 
closed uses, said Lori Richards, director 
of the compliance office. 

Under the quirks of securities laws, 
trading soft dollars for questionable 
goods or services is generally not illegal 
as long as there is full disclosure to 
clients. But the commission found that 


almost none of the 28 percent of ad 1 visas 
who had received questionable goods 
had made adequate disclosures. 

Overall, only half of die advisers ex- 
amined bad described their soft-dollar* 


Investment cheats to understand whar* 
was going on. . ? 

The use of soft dollars “is predicated 
on disclosure to the client,” Ms.* 
Richards said, adding, “Bnt the dis- 
closure is pretty inadequate.” At score, 
firms, the people responsible for draw- 
ing up the disclosures were not aware of* 
the soft-dollar deals being made by the. ; 

firm's investment managers or other em-_ j 

ployees, she said. ‘ 

Not all of the questionable uses of. 
soft dollars were as blatant as buying 
theater tickets. Others included paying a 
consultant to design a Web site and' j 
renting a Bloomberg machine for the, . 
marketing department’s use. One large-. 
investment firm spent $882,000 in cl-' 
ent commissions to pay for 13 analyses., 
of its own performance, which woe* 
then used to market its services to po-1 
tential customers. . m 

The report recommended that the | 
commission adopt new record-keeping , 
and disclosure requirements for soft; 
dollars. And the commission’s division 
of market regulation will seek to clarify " 
which types and uses of electronic 
equipment bought with soft dollars con- - • 
form to accepted “research” practices. . 

But the report stopped short of calling - 
for a ban on any of the soft-dollar prac-« • 
tices, and several of its recommenda- 
tions were simply that the SEC “re- 
iterate” its current soft-dollar : 
guidelines. 

“One of our goals is to make firms 
less likely to buy items that are outside ' 
the safe harbor by increasing their dis- 
closure burden,” Ms. Richards said. 

That cautious approach angered some ' 
critics. Representative John Dingell, 
Democrat of Michigan, the ranking 
minority member of the House Com- 
merce Committee, said the SEC's rec- 
ommendations for addressing the prob- 
lems exposed by its report “foil 
woefully short.” 
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Nigeria: A Fresh Start 



Abubakar: Architect of Transition 

viding a level field for everybody to compete equally. I 
happy to say that democracy is going on in full swing, 
ideal parties are being formed: alliances are taking place 


General Abdulsalami Abubakar was virtually an un- 
known figure outside his own country until circum- 
stances propelled him into the limelight When General 
San: Abacha, the former Nigerian ruler, died on June 8, 
not many knew the new man who was immediately 
sworn in to preside over Nigeria. 

- Yet General Abubakar, the new Nigerian bead of state 
and commander in chief of the army, is not an outsider. 
A military professional who never ventured into politics, 
he has held prestigious positions in the army, rising to 
the rank of chief of defense staff and chairman, joint 
chiefs of staff of the armed forces in November 1993, 
when General Abacha became president 

Number three in the leadership hierarchy during 
General Abacita’s tenure, he was an important member 
of the Provisional Ruling Council after having served as 
a member of the Armed Forces Ruling Council under 
the previous administration of 
General Ibrahim Babangida. 

The post or the military lead- 
ership's second in command was 
vacant at th e death of General 
Abacha, as its former occupant, 

Lieutenant General Oladipo 
Diya, was on death row for his 
alleged role in the aborted mil- 
itary coup attempt of December 
1997. 

; With his unanimous election as the new head of state 
and chairman of the nation’s highest lawmaking body. 
General Abubakar had come a long way. Born June 13, 
1942 in Minna, the capital of the state of Niger, he 
completed his primary and high school education In 
Minna, Bida and Kaduna before enlisting in the Ni- 
gerian Army in 1963. His military training in Nigeria 
and elsewhere, notably the United States (1975-77 and 
1981-82) enhanced his international perspective. He was 
part of Nigeria’s contingent to the UN peacekeeping 
force in Lebanon in 1978-79 and has been active in the 
Committee of West African Chieb of Staff, setup by the 
Economic Community of West African States to mon- 
itor peace and security in the region. 


providing i 
am happy 

Political parties' are being formed; alliances are taking place 
within file political field. You will recall that on Aug. 11,1 
set up an independent electoral commission, which has 
already given out guidelines for political party formation 
and released dates for the different elections of our three 
tiers of government Legal government elections will take 
place next December, state elections in January 1999 and 
the presidential elections in February 1999. 


Do you expect May 1999 to be the end of military rule in 
Nigeria? 

I would want to believe that both the military and 
civilians lave learned their lessons. After May 1999, no 
military intervention will be tolerated. 


*t mm happy to say that democracy 
iagoingonhifnBswbig. P otti c a t 
parties aroboiog formed; i 
me taMug place wUhmtbe 
poetical fMtT 


What is your message to foreign 
investors? 

We have said that we are privat- 
izing 40 percent of our economy. 
Nigeria is endowed with a lot of 
resources, so any investment is 
bound to yield profitable results. 
So we are inviting them to come 
and join hands with us for mutually 
beneficial business relations. 


Will your current U.S. visit afford you an opportunity to 
talk to prospective investors? 

Yes, a team of experts is in my entourage for that 
purpose. 



Genet* AbtMsabrri Abubakar. “Democracy has come to stay . 1 


Is your decision to attend the Francophone summit in 
France in October a continuation of the Abacha policy of 
rapprochement with the Francophone world? 

Yes, we are consolidating all the good policies of the 
previous administration, like Nigeria’s relations with the 
Francophone world, which is good for Nigeria and her 
Francophone neighbors m the West African subregion. We 
shall continue to cultivate these relationships. 


There is talk of Nigeria’s aspiration to a permanent seat 
on the United Nations Security Council. 

This idea of an African permanent seat on the Security 
Council also has the support of the Organization of African 
Unity and the Nonaligned Movement Africa deserves to be 
given a seat, and we as a body are talking to each other to see 
who should occupy it when the time comes. 


The Nigeria you found when you came to power was a 
pariah state. How did it come to that? 


Our country found itself in that unfortunate situation by 
omission or commission. Problems started with the an- 
nulment of the 1993 presidential elections, where some 
people perceived that injustice had been done. There was 
also the Ogonr problem in the riverine oil production, where 
die world believed injustice was done. These and some 
other political and economic problems gave us a bad 
image. 


Nigeria has been accused of imperialism in West Africa. 
What is your assessment? 

Again, this is an area in which the late General Abacha 
achieved a lot. Whatever perception had existed has 
changed by now, due to our very cordial relationship with 
our Francophone brothers and sisters. Some may see Ni- 
geria as a senior brother, but we have no hegemonistic 
ambitions. 

We understand each other and are working together for 
the economic renaissance of our region. 


What progress has been made in your commitment to 
mend fences with countries that had shunned Nigeria? 

We have assessed our situation, in the understanding that 
no nation can live as an island, and have decided to open a 
window and try to address those issues that have been 
perceived as unjust We have addressed the issue of human 
rights, have released political prisoners, dropped charges on 
political issues and asked every Nigerian to come aboard to 
build a new .nation. On the Ogonrissue^we have asked tiiat 
it be transferred from the tribunal to the ordinary courts. We 
have reviewed workers’ salaries and approved a substantial 
increase to alleviate some of their problems. 


Nigeria has been criticized for exporting what it does not 
have — democracy — and importing what it has — oil 
What is your reaction? 

These criticisms are no longer tenable. We faltered in the 
past; but we are now getting our act together. Democracy 
has come to stay in Nigeria, and we have now embarked on 
the repair of the refineries which caused the shortages. 
Besides, we are going to privatize oil services as part of our 
ongoing privatization policy. 


What is your view on regional integration, especially as 
it concerns the role of the Economic Community of West 
African States? 

ECOWAS has scored first in conflict resolution, peace- 
keeping and peace enforcement These exemplary achieve- 
ments have been acknowledged by the UN and other bodies. 
We must build on the achievements and embark on pro- 
grams that foster the integration of our economies and 
peoples. For example, we shall launch ECOWAS traveler's 
checks to facilitate the movement, economic activity arid 
cooperation of our people. 


Shouldn 7 the international community Hft sanctions as a 
reward for your efforts? 


How is your democratization program related to this 
process? 

On assumption of office, we held a wide range of 
consultations with a broad spectrum of people, as a result of 
which we dissolved the former political parties, thereby 


Certainly, we have made progress. The problems of 
Nigeria arc being better appreciated by the international 
community. I believe that all the problems that warranted all 
tiie bad blood, sanctions and bad relations between Nigeria 
and some countries no longer exist 


Are you looking forward to returning Nigeria to the 
Commonwealth of Nations? 

Definitely, yes. 


How do you see the future of the ECOWAS monitoring 
group. ECOMOG, in view of the attempts of the United 
States and France to sponsor peacekeeping forces in 
Africa? 

ECOMOG has done a marvelous job of peacekeeping 
and conflict resolution, ft will remain useful to our sub- 
region, Africa and the United Nations. We will do our best 
to make it continually effective and relevant ft is pleasing 
to note that all the countries are giving their support to the 
ECOMOG initiative. We are going to talk with the United 
States and France, and what we are saying is that any - 
support given from any quarter to Africa should be made 
through regional organizations like ECOWAS or through 
the OAU, tiie continental body. We shall definitely frown 
at anybody coming here with his outfit and starting to 
operate because there will be problems: Who will con- 
stitute the troops? Under what auspices? How will they be 
administered? But once it comes under regional or sub- 
regional bodies, there will be mechanisms for how to go 
about it. m 


The Team Members 


wesearelhenewmembeisoftiie 

Federal Executive Council. 


Almas Ctew» tans: Secretary to the Government jjj 
AiHAMAaouuAMtBRAmcAttomey GeneraffJustk&M 
AutM Alra Walc Agriculture ~ 

Jonah Maougu: Minister of State, Agriculture 
c aft. (Pita) Bmom Barnes: Aviation 
avm CamceUmsotaurc Communications 
MaiorGen. Patrick Aziza: Commerce & Tourism 
SamuelOlaiya One Education 
Alhab SakaSa’aou: Minister of State, Education 
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Major Gbl MamanKontaqora (ret.): Federal Capital 
Territory 


AO. Oouneye Minister of State, Federal Capital Territory 
Auum IsmmaUsmnc Finance 
AmpanWisonEtok-Udo: Minister of State, Finance ■ 
Ambassador Ignatius Ousbmeka; Foreign Affairs 
Alhaji Bumri Bala: Minister of Stats, Foreign Affairs - 
Professor Doo Adeybmc Health 
Abubakar Au: Minister of State, Health 
JofmNmaNwooo, Jr.: Information & Culture 
CwfOmkepoAkmbe industries 
Prokssor Musa Yamjbu: Internal Affairs 
Gmmkjb. Udocu: Labor & Productivity 
CtgltiamQBUDMiioa: National Planning 
BbuoSubman: Power & Steel 
GoowmOobacjc Minister of State, Power & Steel 
Major Gen. Sam Momak Science & Technology 
Patrick Imumm Yjucdwa: Solid Minerals 
Rear Awia l ferns Fowbb«: Transport 
~ Aura* Hamza Sakwa: Water Resources ; 
LarabaGambo Abdullah: Women’s Affairs 
Major Go*. Garsa Mohammbk Works & Housing 
h M moscftxsr Minister of State, WPrks & Housing 
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Economy: Consolidating the Gains 


Alhaji Ismaila Usman, 
former deputy governor of 
the Central Bank, last year 
earned the displeasure of 
the Abacha administration 
for refusing to make irreg- 
ular disbursements to key 
government officials. In 
August, he was appointed 
minister of finance — a 
testimony to the new gov- 
ernment’s commitment to 
transparency, probity and 
professionalism. Here, he 
speaks about new pros- 
pects for Nigeria. 


lih tit it as your assessment 
of the economy under 
Abacha? 

Talking of reality and not 
sentiments, the economic 
measures of the previous ad- 
ministration had good and 
bad skies. A lot was done to 
rationalize the economy, like 
some prudent measures to re- 
store macroeconomic stabil- 
ity as well as financial and 
fiscal discipline, leading to a 
sharp decline in inflation. 



The head of state has also 
announced that steps are be- 
ing taken to review the policy 
with a view to phasing it out 
during this fiscal year. 


How are you coping with 
the decline in oil prices? 

The price declme, coupled 
with the reduction in the 
OPEC quota, has affected 
both our revenue profile and 
|the 1998 budget We intend 
I to curtail unnecessary expen - 
|ditures and embark on mea- 
£ sures to develop the non-oil 
sectors of the economy. 
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— In His Own Words — 

On Abubakar 
And Regional Relations 


4 



Also, the naira achieved cx- 
changc-rate stability. 

The negative aspects in- 
cluded low investment and 
poor maintenance of infra- 
structure, coupled with the 
misapplication of resources. 


What are the financial 
management priorities of this 


Incentives for Investors 


For foreign investors, Nigeria is offering new incentives 
in order to attract much-needed foreign capital into the 
country: 

• A fivetfrseuervyear tax holiday for pioneer industrial 
companies establishing themselves in economically dis- 
advantaged areas. 

• A percentage of expenses on research and de- 
velopment are tax deductible. 

• No tax on bank interest for goods manufactured 
for export. 

• Dividend profits from oil sector companies are tax- 
free. 

• Low tax rate of 20 percent awarded to small 
manufacturers for five years. 

• Additional tax concessions for manufacturers who 
take initiatives in local raw material and infrastructure 
development. 

• Absence of restrictions on capital allowance to 
manufacturing companies. 

• Three-year tax holiday for operators in the export- 
processing zones. 

• Deferred royalty payments for investors in solid 
minerals. 


administration? 

This administration came 
at a time of constrained eco- 
nomic growth, especially 
with die decline in oil prices. 
That and our short tenure 
notwithstanding, we are 
committed to foe consolida- 
tion of macroeconomic 
structure, the continuation of 
fiscal discipline and foe other 
good policies that have been 
in place from 1995, including 
foe structural adjustment 
policy. 


How much will the 1999 
budget be affected by these 
factors? 

Certain measures tike the 
value-added tax and port re- 
forms for better duty collec- 
tion need to be maintained, as 
they will increase revenue 
yield. But we must make 
more efforts to promote the 
agriculture sector, not just for 
food production but also for 
export 


Kouyate, executive 
sacMtmyoftha 
Economic Community 
of West African 


“I have known General Abubakar since 
long before he became head of state. 
We have sat together at several 
meetings on [the West African 
peacekeeping force] ECOMOG, 
especially when he was the chairman of 
chiefs of defense staff of the Economic 
Community of West African States. His 
major distinguishing factors, apart from 
his high intelligence, are his humility and 
patience with other points of view. I am 
not strprised that he has adopted his 
belief in consultations as a policy of 
government 
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Stabilizing the Banking Sector 

Strengthened measures will protect depositors and regulate the activities of the banks. 
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What are your strategies 
for attracting foreign in- 
vestors? 

This administration has re- 
newed interest in normaliz- 
ing political and economic 
relations with all foe impor- 
tant nations of the world. Ef- 
forts have been made to fur- 
ther open up foe economy in 
order to attract foreign in- 
vestors. Our economic, mon- 
etary and fiscal policies are 
geared toward that end, as 
well as toward foe privat- 
ization policy, which we in- 
tend to pursue very vigor- 
ously. Additional incentives 
are also being put in place. 


What about the controver- 
sial dual exchange rate for 
the naira? 


How are your relations 
with international financial 
institutions? 

The September visit to Ni- 
geria of Jean- Louis Saibib, 
foe World Bank's regional 
vice president for West and 
Central Africa, has been 
viewed by some as a signal of 
strengthening relations be- 
tween our country and foe 
Brecon Woods institutions. 
These relations have suffered 
in foe recent past from stress. 
But, one should never forget 
font Nigeria has strived for a 
long period to maintain good 
relations with foe financial 
community. Now we are 
pushing our efforts to mend 
fences and normalize rela- 
tions where they may have 
been weakened. But foere isa 
lot the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
can do to assist developing 
countries, and Nigeria is no 
exception- • 


T he phenomenal multiplication of 
Nigerian banks in foe late 1980s 
and early ’90s, following foe 
launching of foe Structural Adjustment 
Program and foe attendant liberaliz- 
ation of foe financial sector, turned out 
to be a nightmare — not a blessing as 
Nigerians had expected. 

This was predictable. The relatively 
lax conditions for foe establishment of 
all sorts ofbanks — commercial, mer- 
chant, mortgage, community, people’s 
— resulted in foe unbridled mush- 
rooming of these financial institu- 
tions. 

The dual exchange regime, with its 
possibilities for corruption, further en- 
hanced foe appetite of prospective 
bankers, and overnight the banking 
industry became foe sector to beat in 
foe mad rush for easy money. Un- 
fortunately, in most cases, it was other 
people’s money that was at stake. 


The expertise gap 

With the rush, foe number of trained 
bankers soon became inadequate, and 
foe banking industry filled up with 
people who lacked proper t raining for 
foe profession. A lack of profession- 
alism, fraud, graft, forgeries and re- 


lated white-collar misdemeanors in- 
vaded foe sector. 

By 1992, the industry was in serious 
trouble. Banks had started to foil, as 
depositors could no longer obtain ac- 
cess to foeir money. The National De- 
posit Insurance Corporation (NDIC) 
foe regdatory organ of the Central 
Bank of Nigeria, for all its efforts, 
appeared hamstrung in the face of foe 
flood of mismanagement in foe bank- 
ing industry. Its attempts to prosecute 
erring banks hardly scratched foe sur- 
face of foe problem, nearly, what was 
needed was a special measure to stem 
the tide. 

T hat extraordinary measure was 
provided by foe Sani Abacha regime, 
with the enactment of foe Failed Banks 
(Recovery of Debts) and Financial 
Malpractices m Banks Decree No. 18 
of 1994. While most of those whose 
errors of omission or commission had 
brought chaos to foe banking sector left 
foe country (some using foe troubled 
situation in Nigeria, to declare them- 
selves human-rights exiles), many oth- 
ers were apprehended, investigated 
and put on trial. 

Since, then, many of these individu- 
als have been tried, jailed or set free; a 


large number of suspects are still being 
detained. 




Continuing cleanup 
To indicate his commitment to the con- 
fowitng cleanup of the banking sectofe 
Head of State Abdulsalami Abubahfit 
has directed the law enforcement agw?r 
cies to examine foe cases of exiles Jfi 
ascertain which of them have cases 

“Elation to the provisions 
of the foiled bank laws. 
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Nigeria: A Fresh Start 


to less than three months, 

*-■ - ill, nfgj -I 

TOaOwtnguto (Maul OTtlSTOnnOt 
nder, General SaniAbacba, the 
most populous African nation 
has be«a experiencing dramatic 
change. Under the new bead of 
state, General Abdsdsabnd 
Abubakar, the government ban 
decided to move toward dvffian 
nde, Improve MgatVs rotations 
frith the other cormtries of the 
world and create uew business 
opportunities. General 
Abobakar's address to the UN 
General Assembly and Ms 
meeting* frith leaders bt Africa, 


Ewope and America signal the 


durm of m user era br Nigeria— 
a case In point for the concept of 
African renaiss an c e . 
Mgeria Is feeBng a new vitality 


as confidence returns to its 
commercial centers See Lagos, 


above. Kghb West African 
peacekeepers m the force 
known as ECOMOG inspect 
weapons to Liberia. Far right 


Nigeria's off sector, the 
comity's key industry, Is 
being revamped. 


A Chance for a True 
Democratic Transition 


Nigeria ’s new regime is matching deeds to words. 


S ince coming to power as Ni- 
geria's 1 1th head of state since 
independence in i960. General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar has broken 
new ground in the leadership annals of 
his nation. 

With die release of more than 100 
political prisoners who had been lan- 
guishing in jails and detention centers, 
a pledge to respect human and other 
fundamental rights of citizens, and the 
inauguration of the shortest and most 
realistic program of transition to civil 
rule ever in Nigeria, he is well on the 
way to making history. 

What is more, his overtures to the 
international community have been 
warmly accepted by die United States, 
Britain and other major nations. 

A country of more than 1 10 million 
people. Nigeria is endowed with an 
abundance of human and material re- 



sources. While these assets might 
have ensured it a comfortable place 
among the nations of the world, polit- 
ical instability and the fractured eco- 
nomic policies brought about by years 
of military rule deprived it of the 
opportunity to achieve progress and 
prosperity. Most important, military 
rule denied Nigeria's people — made 
up of more than 250 ethnic groups 
with their own distinct cultures and 
languages — the right to govern them- 
selves. 

In the 38 years since Nigeria’s 
political independence from Britain, 
the military has ruled for 28 years. 
While military rule may have suc- 
ceeded in recording a significant level 
of infrastructure development and in 
welding the often-contending ethnic 
groups into a national entity — it even 
had to deal with the 1967-70 civil war 


General Abdulsalami Abubakar has promised ream to cMtan rife by Uay 29, 1999. 



Within a short 


period. 


con vi nce the 


peoplethatbe 


Nigeria's role In tfw nghn has been recognbed by its neighbors. Photographed in Abuja, 
from left to right Tejan Kabbah, president of Siena Leone; KofiAman, UNsecretary- 


general; General Abdulsalami Abubakar, Nigeria's head of state; and Charles Taylor, 
president of Uberia. 



TardNonricuBums: dancers from die stele of Qnda. 


— it has, nevertheless, produced a 
legacy of political instability, human 
rights abuses and inconsistent eco- 
nomic and investment policies. 

The people’s wish for democratic 
government was repeatedly ignored 
as the different military administra- 
tions went back on their promises to 
return to the barracks. 

Apart from General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, who willingly handed over 
power to a democratically 
elected government in 
1979, no other military 
leader in Nigeria kept the 
promise of voluntarily re- 
linquishing power to the 
electorate. 

With tile annulment of 
tiie free and fair 1993 
presidential elections 
won by the late Moshood 
Sj Abiola, the military lead- 
g ership under General 
| Ibrahim Babangida 
a seemed to have bitten off 
i more than it could chew. The civilian 
8 population, whose compliance the 
military had long taken for granted, 
reacted in a variety of unprecedented 
ways that brought the nation to the 
point of anarchy. Not even the high- 
handed approach of the late Sani 
Abac ha leadership could completely 
douse tiie movement toward demo- 
cratic ideals. The stage was set for a 
showdown. 

The resulting sociopolitical tur- 
moil, repression, human-rights abus- 
es. civil resistance and curtailment of 
basic freedoms, coupled with the 
doubtful transition program of the last 
five years of Nigeria’s history, also 
brought tiie country to the forefront of 
international disapproval. 

It was during this period that Ni- 
geria was ostracized from the Com- 
monwealth and was kept at arm’s 
5 length by several leading nations, 
| former friends and erstwhile business 
| partners. Nigeria became an intema- 
£ tional pariah, in spite of the strides it 
had taken in fostering international 


peace and stability, as evidenced by its 
achievements in helping to bringing 
about peace and democracy in Liberia 
and in restoring democracy in Sierra 
Leone. 

The arrival of General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar at the helm of national lead- 
ership after the death of General Sani 
Abac ha in June 1998 ushered in a new 
era. He demonstrated bis commitment 
to national and international recon- 
ciliation through the de- 
cision to restore the basic 
freedoms that had been 
denied to Nigerians. 


Eihnk Groups 

More than 250 ethnic groups with distinct cultures and languages. 
Principal ethnic groups are Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba and Fulani. 
Others include Ibibio, Kanuri, Edo, Tiv, Ijaw, Idoma and Nupe 


Haunts 

48% Islam, 46% Christian (including Catholics, Anglicans, 
Methodists and Pentecostal denominations), 

6% traditional ariimist religions 
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A new atmosphere 

Trust in the sincerity ofNi- 
geria’s new leader has 
moved the political class to 
embrace once again the 
military administration’s 
program of transition to 
civil rule, the many dis- 
appointments of the past 
notwithstanding. While 
the socioeconomic problems of the 
past have not suddenly been whisked 
away, Nigerians of all persuasions 
seem prepared to give tiie new regime 
a chance. 

Within a short period. General 
Abubakar has done much to convince 
the Nigerian people, through word 
and deed, that he can make a dif- 
ference. • 
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— In His Own Words — 

On Nigeria’s Renaissance 


“Nigeria: A Fresh SiakT* 

was produced in its entirety by the Advertising Department of die International Herald Tribune, 
it was sponsored by the gov ernm e n t of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

Writer: Uche Ezochukwu in Abuja. 

Program Director: Bill Mahdec 


AbdouDktuf, \ 
president of the 
Repabbc of Senegal 


"The freeing of some political prisoners, 
the prospect of it* transfer of power to 
civilians In May 1999 and efforts to get 
the ffigsrtan economy back on its feet 
are all measures that I greet with 
enthusiasm. 

“Uke many friends of Mgeria, I was 
saddened by its relative marginalization 
in recent years. AH the more so because 
this had negative consequences for the 

undertaking of causes dear to all the 
countries of West Africa. 

“Now, with Nigeria on the path to 
national reconciliation, domestic stability 
aid ethnic harmony, it is not too much to 


th ‘ nK ^ at * havin § w°n renown for its 
®fPs«ty to resolve conflicts (Liberia, 
sgnra Leone and GuineaBlssau), West 
^!S i ? an ^ tt ®; clev ote Itself to its other 
peace and 

regknal integration. 

contribution will not be 
^^ome in these urgent struggles. 

^ is revival, whosea^ I 

wsh-fcs so dose to my heart, as much 
leaders of West 
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SPONSORED SECTION 


Democracy in Nigeria: A Soft Landing 


ince 1985. Nigerians have been 
given seven dates for the ter- 


I 


it 


‘ ^iirket * 
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Ilf'. . UIC ICI- 

l minatl °n of military rule: 1990- 

! 1993; March 1, 1994; January 

1 9 cto fc r L «** and 

; 1999. the last being the date named by 
^ the government of General Ab- 
** - dutsalami Abubakar, who took office 
- on die death of General Sani Abacha 
i on June 8, ] 998. 

j General Abubakar seems deter- 
mined to give democracy a soft land- 
ing on May 29 next year. He has set up 
a new electoral commission and de- 
liberately named it the Independent 
■ Electoral Commission [IN EC] to em- 
I phasize the government’s desire not 
hlo interfere with its independence. 

He has promised that election mon- 
itors will be invited from the United 
Nations, the Commonwealth and the 
^Organization of African Unity. He 
lias appointed men and women of 
4 ‘integrity to the electoral commission 
i and has urged them to do their work 
1 without fear of interference. 

-• The government is also embarking 
on economic reforms, privatizing 



Ray Ekpu, a farmer ecBtar of several 
,ls Ihe chief executive of 
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Newswatch. 


such public utilities as telecommu- 
nications, electricity and refineries to 
improve efficiency. 

Workers' salaries in the public sec- 


tor have been raised, and trade unions 
freed from the shackles of the past 
Contracts that had hitherto been 
awarded under the table will now be 
subject to open, competitive tender- 
ing. 

With these gestures of humane and 
responsible governance, the coun- 
try’s image is beginning to take on a 
new hue. The thrust of General 
Abubakar ’s speech before the UN 
General Assembly is that Nigeria has 
left its dark past behind. 

As the saying goes, “old habits die 
hard,” so to turn things around and 
build a new culture of tolerance, ac- 
countability and transparency, all Ni- 
gerians need a debriefing through 

public enlightenment. 

The military and civil society must 
come to terms with the fact that de- 
mocracy is the only choice we have. 
And if die electoral commission lives 
up to its billing by conducting free, 
fair and credible elections, then de- 
mocracy is sure to have a soft landing 
in Nigeria on May 29 next year. 

Ray Ekpu 
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The Return to Party Pouncs 

More than 20 associations out of the more than 92 groups 
that had aspired to become political parties in Nigeria had 
succeeded by earty September in meeting the Independent 
National Electoral Commission's deadline. Those that fulfill 
the non-stringent conditions set down by INEC will be given 
provisional registration to enable them to enter the local 
government election in December. Final recognition and 
registration will depend on their performance. 

Thar journey down the road of yet another transition 
program began with the unfolding of the new adminis- 
tration's sociopolitical agenda in General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar' s televised nationwide address on July 20. Fbl- 
I owing extensive consultations with different interest and 
pressure groups intherourrtiy.thegovernmenthadcometD 
the realization that Nigerians were unanimous in their desire 
to have the military relinquish power and retim to its 
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New political parties wSpoHdpalB in three efecfiw»tfife)wir f 


traditional martial role. Unlike his predecessors, who 
bougtittime to justify their tong transition programs. General 
Abubakar surprised even the bitterest critics of military 
government by announcing the shortest transition program 
in Nigeria's history, to terminate after a mere 10 months, on 
May 29. 1999. 

Internationa] observers 

The most striking feature of the program is that for the first 
time, there will be an independent electoral commission to 
register parties and voters and organize all the elections, 
which will be observed by international bodies. A retired 
judge, the Honorable Justice Ephraim Akpata, has been 
named to lead a team of eminent and experienced men and 
women to make up the independent commission. 

General Abubakar has not been unaware of the political 
problems of the recent past, no- 
tably a widespread feeling that 
political organizations were be- 
ing marginalized. 

The new dispensation, there- 
fore, is to be aH-indusive and 
carry no strings. 

To ensure this, the head of 
state announced the termina- 
tion of ail cases pending against 
political detainees and exiles,. 

: ■ and invStsLfte tetter tmtetunr / 
unconditionally to participate in 
tire nation's search for a new 
direction. 

He also disbanded all the pre- 
vious government-sponsored 
political parties, which had been 
famous for their -lack of inde- 
pendence. In addition, he 
sacked all those who had been 
g elected in the polls conducted 
I under the controversial earlier 
& transition program, in order to 
| create a dean slate for the new 
1 program. 

8 As a result, politidans have 
been returning to toe scene. 


MgerianswiB be exposed to m(xe batons mecBa coverage as oppositfanpubScatfansregahi their voice. 


Toward Healing and Reconciliation 

The new head of state has already made significant gestures of goodwill to Nigerians. 


O n coming to power. General Abdulsalami Abubakar 
was confronted by an angry nation. His predecessor. 
General Sani Abacha, had kept everyone guessing 
about the real direction and destination of his transition 
program, fostering frustration with the system that mani- 
fested itself in the emergence of apparently irreconcilable 
differences in the country. 

Urban terrorism and bombings, interethnic feuds, calls 
for the breakup of the country and defamation of the 
nation's name and image by exiles and their collaborators 
abroad became the symptoms of a nation yearning for 
reconciliation. 

Release of prisoners 

The immediate conciliatory gestures of the new head of 
state were both appropriate and necessary. General 
Abubakar lost no time in announcing the release of political 
prisoners, including the former head of state. General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, who was serving a life sentence fol- 
lowing his conviction in 1995 by a military tribunal for 
complicity in a coup d'etat Also set free were journalists 
and other individuals serving sentences in prisons and 
detention centers across the country for 
political reasons. 

These gestures, and the pledge that never 
again would any Nigerian suffer pain or 

.or 

'lawful associations," established an envir- 
onment of reconciliation in the country. 

General Abubakar's efforts to free M.K..O. 

Abiola from detention were not allowed to 
come to fruition, however. 

The presumed winner of the 1993 elec- 
tion, whose case was at the root of the 
political problems of Nigeria, was on (he 
verge of being released when death struck 
before the eyes of some top American of- 
ficials visiting toe country. 

It was General Abubakar’s reconciliatory 
consultations with all shades of opinion in 
toe country following this event that formed 
toe basis of the sociopolitical and economic 
package he later revealed to Nigeria. His 
olive branch to all exiles and activists — 
especially to the National Democratic Al- 


liance, regarded as the institutionalized opposition to the 
military — was accepted with warmth. His visits to hitherto 
“no-go" areas like Lagos (where he paid a condolence v isit 
to the Abiola family), Ibadan and other hotbeds of op- 
position have shown him to be unique in toe annals of 
Nigerian leadership. 

The climate of change 

General Abubakar's mission has been so successful that 
today Abuja, which used to be avoided by many, has once 
again become a Mecca for Nigerians. Perhaps one of the 
most significant proofs of General Abubakar’s capacity for 
reconciliation is that, on Sept. 7. at his press conference in 
Abuja, among the journalists who posed what would have 
in die recent past been regarded as “unacceptable" ques- 
tions were representatives from the opposition newspapers 
and magazines. 

At the urging of the new administration, one of these 
editors had just returned from self-imposed exile: another 
had been released from detention. General Abubakar 
listened to their questions with attention and answered them 
with a confident smile. • 



Restoring Human Rights 

Political detainees and others have already been released. 

I 


n toe past, Nigeria and toe inter- 
national community were brought 

onto a definite collision course over 

frlhc issue of human rights and the per- 
ception that Nigeria had fallen far short 
of expectations in the way it had in- 
fringed on the rights of its citizens. 

The climax of this international dis- 
approval came in 1995, with the ex- 
ecution of the writer Ken Saro-Wiwa 
and eight other Ogoni activists after 

- i* 1 itfc.. Ivw 


The role and activities of toe Na- 
tional Human Rights Commission, 
whigh was set up to monitor the human 
rights situation in toe country, have 
been redefined and given sharper 
teeth. 

In his July address to toe nation, 
General Abubakar reiterated his pledge 
to respect citizens’ human rights: “In 
particular, freedom of expression, of 
peaceful assembly and association as 


and cieht other Ogoni activists aner **»“-.*“* 3 * — — — ~ 

having been found guilty of murder by enshnned * 


a tribunal. The world 
was outraged that the 
Ogoni 9 were not al- 
lowed the right to ap- 
peal, which the tribunal 
had prescribed before 
hangings. ..... 

The “Ogoni judicial 
murder," as it was de- 
scribed by former Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John 
Major, resulted in Ni- 
geria’s suspension from 


The rote aad 
activities of the 
National Honan 


have been redefined 
and given sharper 
teeth 


wiU be protected.’ 

As a corollary, .toe 
head of state also an- 
nounced that toe judi- 
ciary would be not only 
reformed but also 
strengthened, as he put 
it, “to enable it to dis- 
charge its constitutional 
responsibility of dis- 


tecting toe rights of in- 
dividuals without let or 
hindrance.” 


jjhc Commonweilto and He presen ted on Sept. 7 a transparent 

% subsequent isolation from th dsses ^ ncat of toe human rights record 

’ and Nigerian of his administmSon. -The general 
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pride suffered as all manner ofsanc- 
I rions were applied to the nation. Mcan- 
j while, scores of political opponents. 
J critics. human-rights activTS^ jourw- 
j lists and other* were held without trial 
i or forced into exile. 


Ul The general 

level of individual freedom and free- 
dom of expression and association, 
among others, has greatly improved, 
he said. “Cases of people who are 
detained and have not been arraigned 
before the courts, and some classes of 
persons already convicted for offenses, 
are being examined, and appropriate 
decisions will be taken. Already, toe 
" ' in 


77b release of scobs of poBBcal prisoners has improved l>Bgeria's record on Ihe issue of human rights. 


| About-face Ab _ decisions will be taken. Already, ft 

! The government of General attorney-general of toe federation, i 

| dulsalami Abubakar bas chan^e conjunction with toe minister of m- 
that One of General Abubakar s hna coj^ ^ ^ National Com _ 

! actions was lo release he formu^ ^ Human R^ts 0 f Nigeria, 

| without trial or teamed; under uie or ^ ^ ^ ^ 

r conian Decree NranberT o n accelerating the decongestion of 

‘ ul inMt.rtP« that anybody can be new ai y . „ 


stipulates that anybody 
1 the whim of the r<w«s ttal 
jitrial and without bcin£ informed ot me 
^reason for incarcera&n. His a*™- 
i isnarion has embarked on ' task ot 


Pr rSbnowing day, 20 Ogoni youths 
who had been in detention smcc 1994 
were unconditionally set free, further 
j isuanon has emoar™ «• -- TT aws underscoring toe point that General 
amending or rep* of Abubakar’s human rights pledges are 
i that made it posiible for the g authentic. • 

1 -Nigerians to be violated. 



— In His Own Words — 

On Democracy 


prominent mett/ber of 
the Peoples 
■ Democratic Party 


“This time around, the 
transition is real. General 
Abubakar has shown 
Nigerians another 
dimension in leadership. I 
trust his pledge to hand 
over power on May 29. 
1999 to a democratically 
elected government No 
other Nigerian military 
leader has been so 


transparently explicit. 

“Already, two major 
political parties have 
emerged, cutting across 
regional, ethnic and religious 
boundaries. This is a good 
development which will lead 
to genuine democracy. We 
trust Abubakar.” 


AB ch&ges against Nigeria's Nobel Prize-vmning political exile Wole Soykika have 
been dropped. 


Transparency: 

A Prerequisite 
For Progress 

Incenth. es have been put in place to increase • 
official accountability'. 

O ne of the greatest inhibitors of foreign invest- 
ment in Nigeria is the belief that ihe transparency 
of public officials has been in a progressive 
decline. Some prospective investors have been dis- 
couraged from even entering the country’. The new 
government of Nigeria, well aware of these widely held 
impressions, has set about combating them. 

From toe onset of his administration. General Ab- 
dulsalami Abubakar has embarked on probes into areas 
of corruption that have had a negative impact on the 
image of the nation. 

Many new policy op- 
tions are geared toward 
ensuring greater ac- 
countability and probity 
in the system, 
m “We have been en- 
| gaged in investigating 
a; the conduct of certain 
® departments of govern- 
ment in the disburse- 
ment and application of 
public funds." the head 
of state recently told 
journalists. He has also 
indicated that the losses 
were mostly incurred 
though the embezzle- 
ment of amounts advanced for abandoned or oyer- 
invoiced contracts, and that a special account now exists 
at the Central Bank for recovered funds. 

On coming to office, General Abubakar gave a strong 
indication that he would return the nation s public life to 
the path of probity and transparency. He is fulfilling that 
pledge with great single-mindedness. He has also made 
dear his understanding that one of the major factors 
leading public servants into temptation was their pro- 
gressively dwindling pay packets, which have been 
hardly enough to rake care of their most basic re- 
quirements. 

The recent increase in the remuneration of public 
servants by a whopping 300 percent should go a long way 
toward removing the temptation to mismanage public 
funds. • 


From the onset of 
tdsadmfnistrattoo. 
General Abdulsataad 
Abubakar has endrarkod 
on probes Into areas 
of contor tio n that have 
had a negative Impact 
on the image of 
the nation 
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Communicating ■ ; 
With the World ■■ 

An effective telecommunications system is. central, 
to winning back international confidence. 
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Energy Sector 
Housecleaning 

i Wholesale reform is crucial to the oil sector, the 
^rpainstay of Nigeria 's economy. 

•4 *■ 

* 

C ommon sense might have told successive Nigerian 
governments to take extreme care of the energy 
sector, which is the proverbial goose that lays the 
Ration’s golden egg. 

This, unfortunately, has not been the case in the industry 
mat accounts for more than 90 percent of Nigeria’s 
income. The sector has been riddled with abuses, so much 
so that the world’s sixth-laigest producer of oil cannot find 
fjiel for its domestic use, refineries have been left in a state 
$f disrepair and the oil export market has become a matter 
of come-one-come-all. 

i! General Abdulsalami Abubakar has taken steps to end 
this state of affairs. Early in his administration, he met 
with the major operators in the country's energy industry 
and involved- them in the importing of refined fiiel for 
domestic use, pending the completion of maintenance 
work on die country’s refineries. 

New ground rules 

Late last July, the government released new guidelines for 
the removal of crude oil from Nigeria. Henceforth, any of 
die four categories of companies that are qualified to 
^remove crude oil must have a minimum turnover of $1 00 
Thillion or a net worth of not less than $40 million. The four 
categories consist ofupstream investors who have acquired 
an Oil Prospecting License and who must have completed 
a minimum amount of work on a concession, companies 
that own export refineries in Nigeria, bona fide ena-users 
that own a refinery and retail outlets abroad, and es- 
tablished and globally recognized laige-volume traders. 

' These categories of companies, which should manifest 
si commitment to the well-being of the national economy, 
will be required to pay anonrefimdable sum of $100,000 
for a terra contract or $10,000 for a single bid. 

- These measures, aimed at reintroducing rationality to 


the nation’s all-important petroleum sector, were followed 
by the scrapping of the Ministry of Petroleum, which in 
the view of the government had aided unbecoming ac- 
tivities in die sector. 

Fundamental reorganization 

The head of state has said that his administration has 
embarked on a fundamental economic revitalization pro- 
gram, an important aspect of which is the reorganization 
of the energy sector. General Abubakar said: “This is 
aimed at reducing the span of control in the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation, creating an independent 
commission to regulate and monitor the petroleum sector, 
and the appointment of a special adviser on energy” to 
coordinate the activities of die NNPC and the independent 
commission. 

“Our objective is to make the sector more effective and 
responsive to the needs of the Nigerian economy,” he 
explained, adding that with the scrapping of the Petroleum 
Ministry, he would for the moment personally oversee the 
activities of the former ministry, while the permanent 
secretary would be responsible for the day-to-day ad- 
ministration of its activities. 

' The administration clearly recognizes the pivotal role 
of this sector of the economy and does not intend to relax 
its vigilance over it. This, no doubt, is why one of the first 
acts of the administration was to pay the outstanding $630 
million on NNPC cash-call obligations to joint-venture 
operations with major oil companies. 

General Abubakar also promised that the government 
would adopt measures to permanently eliminate the cash- 
call problem. As if in response to these revolutionary 
measures, one of the major companies involved in joint- 
venture operations -has announced that it- will start ex- 
porting Nigeria this month. • : ; r - ' * 



The aii industry acaxMits for 90 percent of Nigeria’s income. 



— In His Own Words — 

On the Economy 


mL 


JaathLoubSartrib, 
vice president, 
Africa region, 
of the World Bank 


“Nigeria has the potential to be 
Africa's ’economic giant.’ Its size. Its 
great economic capacity, its rich 
natural resource endowment and its 
talented human resources give it 
great promise. The Nigerian economy 
could also be the locomotive that 
pulls the other economies of West 
Africa. 

“Nigeria is now in a period of 
transition in both the political and 
economic realms. This has' rekindled 
hope. The World Bank is ready to help 
Nigeria succeed at this crucial 
moment My recent visit has given me 


the opportunity to see the 
determination of the government 
and the economic team to address 
fundamental policy and development 
Issues. It also helped me measure 
the enormous challenges that are 
the consequences of years of 
economic mismanagement. 

“I was encouraged by recent 
developments, and we are hopeful 
that continued progress mil allow us 
to find ways in which the World Bank 
can help the administration meet 
these challenges and achieve its 
economic objectives." 



tjETTiNG Industry Back to Work 

One of the priorities of the new government is to get the industrial sector back on a viable course. 

N igeria’s industry is 
m need of reinvig- 
oration, not only in 
order to provide employ- 
ment for the population, but 
also to diversify the nation’s 
income base. 

It has become clear that 
for these twin objectives to 
be achieved, the industrial 
sector must be freed from 
government control and the 
private sector made the en- 
gine of growth. 

Accordingly, the new ad- 
ministration in Nigeria has 



divided thaT one of the most 
critical developmental is- 
sues in Nigeria today is the 
need for policies that will 
enhance an efficient com- 
petitive and diversified in- 
dustrial base. 

- As Nigeria’s experienced 
minister of industrics.Omk- 
epo Akande. stresses: “Ni- 
geria should become the 
leading industrialized na- 
tion in Africa, exerting great 
influence in the world econ- 
omy.” 

Millennium vision 
A member of the committee 
of Nigerians who fashioned 
tire Vision 2010 bluepnnt 
socioeconomic develop- 
ment into the next millen- 
nium, she says that the im- 
petus of private-sector 
participation, coupled with 


an injection of foreign cap- 
ital, is needed to transform 
the industrial sector into the 
prime mover of the econ- 

This. she adds, is “the 
brightest hope for sustained 
growth, employment gener- 
ation. improved savings, 
poverty alleviation and. in- 
deed. economic develop- 
ment. ” 

Ms. Akande, who brings 
t0 the ministry several 
years’ experience as a lead- 
inc private-sector industri- 
alist, says that the : newun- 
in industrial 

development 

provide the nation vnth a 
^ibstantial capacity for ex- 


ports of manufactured 
goods.” 

The present admin- 
istration is determined 
to vigorously pursue 
the objectives of the 
new Industrial Policy, 
which is in tune with 
its liberalization 
policy. The govern- 
ment says that every 
possible avenue will 
be explored to ensure 
the participation of the 
private sector. 

“The main focus of 
the policy,” says Mrs. 

. Akande, a Harvard- 
trained chartered ac- 
countant, “is the dis- 
engagement of the govern- 
ment from all activities that 
are strictly private sector- 
oriented, while playing the 
role of a facilitator by con- 
centrating on the provision 
of die incentives, policy and 
infrastructure necessary to 
allow foe private sector to 
play the new role ascribed 
to it.” 

Increased efficiency 
The basic objective of foe 
privatization and commer- 
cialization policy options 
adopted by foe Abubakar 
government is to increase 
the efficiency, performance 
and cost-effectiveness of in- 
dustry. 


Mrs. Akande hopes that 
Nigeria will be producing a 
significant proportion of 
goods and services for its 
people and the markets of 
the Economic Community 
ofWest African States in the 
short run, and for foe world 
before foe year 2010. 

Spreading the word 
During his meetings with 
key Western busi- 
nesspeople in Europe and 
America, Nigeria’s head of 
state is promoting new in- 
dustrial opportunities as 
well as informing them of 
foe giant strides that have 
already been made to 
provide incentives and the 
efforts to create a more 
clement climate for in- 
vestors in the industrial sec- 
tor. 

As Mrs. Akande points 
out: “With all these mea- 
sures in place, coupled with 
our abundant natural and 
human resources and foe 
committed concern of the 
present administration, we 
shall be able to propel our 
industrial development to a 
greater height Our resolve, 
therefore, is to be able to 
move the Nigerian nation 
forward to better living con- 
ditions for our people and 
ultimately to become the 
first ‘African Tiger.”’ • 


Canice Umenwatiri, an ex- 
perienced engineer and air 
force general and the 
former chief of communi- 
cations in the nation’s de- 
fense headquarters, is the 
new minister of comm uni- 
cations, with a presidential 
mandate to effectively link 
Nigeria to tiie world within 
the short period available 
to 'the " administration. 
Here, ’ Air Vice Marshal 
UmenwaUri outlines the 
challenges as well as .the 
enormous investment' op- 
portunities represented by 
Nigeria’s telecommunica- 
tions indhstry- 

What are the main chal- 
lenges ofyourirtinistry in re- 
lation to the new policy di- 
rection - of the current 
administration ? . 

We wish to ensure that we 
are not left- far behind in the 
fast-developing -trends in 
telecommunications, so that 
we can remain in tune with 
foe world. The state of foe 
communications industry ' 
can make or mar the progress 
and aspirations of any nation.- • 
5 Through faulty communica- 
| tions, an entire nation can be 
| misconstrued. We are, foere^ 
b fore, ensuring that we remain 
I abreast of modem technol- 
| ogies and trends in foe in- 
o dustry, we shall continue to 
invest in modem technol- 
ogiesand facilities to ensure 
that we remain relevant and 
in tune with other parts of foe 
world. 

■What specific ' steps ■ are 
you taking? •• 

Earlier in foe year, foe tele- 
communications industry 


liberalized, environment to 
■«some forward and invest' 
Already, about 40 licenses- 
have been approved. We: 
welcome more investors for 
niore effective competition- 
and reduced costs. 

Why has Nigeria still not 
achieved full Internet con- 
nectivity?’ 

* We ire taking the issue of 
Internet connecthrify very se-: 
riously, so much so ‘that foe 
head df state has taken a per- 
sonal interest ini t by ordering 
my ministiy, foe- science and 
technology ministry and thd 
Internet group to iron out the 1 
problems denying Nigerians- 
full use of Internet services.. 
We have met several times; 
and foe problems are being 
ironed out 

. Whaf has .been the nature 
of the problem, and when will 
fill internet services be 
available?- 

-There were ' some minor, 
misunderstandings over the 
domain name registration be- ; 
twper> ah organization and- 
foe Internet group, which is a- 
■group-, of licensed private-, 
sector ’ operators who; had 
- been at the -forefront of eft- 
forts' to achieve Internet con- 
nectivity. it is through .these 
private, operators that we. 
have been able to achieve the 
partial connectivity we have 
been enjoying. The hitches 
have now -been cleared up, 
and very soon we shall be 
fully -on-line. . . 

Why is it that some ' im- 
portant commercial and. in* 
dustrial cities like Aba and 
Onitsha still do not have di - 


was liberalized to open foe gital facilities?. Is it politic-. 
way to private-sector invest- al? 


meat In spite of foe recent 
past political problems, 
many investors have shown 
interest The monopoly of the 


I agree that those places- 
with a great need for tele- 
communications 1 services 
and consequent high reven- 


govemment has been broken unyielding . potential- bad 
in the'pro vision of telephone been left out in 'the digit-; 


services.' The trend is opgo^ afizatiqri programs, but- it is 
ing. In fact, since I came, obviously not political, as 
over 60 foreign companies they had always been in- 
have sent in then* applica- eluded in the annual budgets, 
tions, pointing to' foe fact that If anything, foe omission 
they, me aware of foe gov- might be administrative. It is. 
emment’s determination to my intention to -make foe is- 
5 boost telecommunica- 
2 tions and of foe enor- 
Emous opportunities 
? that abound • . . . 

2 We are new to the ' 
ministry, but not to foe 
industry. I have toured 
some installations and 
exchanges in the coun- . 
try. The replacement of 
old facilities has been 
going on satisfactorily. ' . 

A case in point is the 
exchange that was de- 
stroyed by fire in La- ■ 
gas and which basbeen 
totally re-ajujpped 
with modem digital fa- 
cilities by a foreign 

AtVIcal^Cm^VnmmM ; 

changes are replacing 

foe old analog ones all across . sue of provision of services, 
the country.. according to objective criter-, 

' However, a lot still needs ia foe practice L_: the ministry.-. 


FtoadimprtJvanertfis&thetDpoflhepiJtoBcMxItsagenfa 

Infrastructure 
Priorities Set Out 

The special fund for the improvement of infra- 
structure will be given shaper focus. 

T he current government of Nigeria has embraced foe 
Petroleum (Special) Trust Fund, or PTF, which was 
established in 1995 to tend to foe decaying and 
dilapidated infrastructure the administration encountered 
when it came to power. The fond was set up to utilize foe 
sums that accrued to foe state as the result of new prices for 
petroleum products following foe controversial increase in 
October 1995. 

Because of the skepticism of Nigerians about foe proper 
disbursement of such sums, the management of foe fond was 
entrusted to the former head of state, retired General Muham- 
tnadu Buhari, whose uprightness is generally acclaimed. The 
fund has expended over $2 billion in foe rehabilitation of 
infrastructure all over foe country. 

As a rescue operation for foe nation. General Buhari ’s PTF 
has improved roads, water resources, food supply, trans- 
portation, and health and educational . institution s. So ef- 
fective and extensive have been the activities of foe PTF that 
every level of governmental administration has continued to 
call on it, and the PTF began to risk losing focus and 
direction. Gradually, it began to look as if the PTF itself was 
in need of rescue, like the infrastructure it was protecting. 

That seems to be exactly what General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar did when he decided to put foe PTF back in 
focus. 

In his national broadcast on July 20, he commended foe 
efforts of foe PTF and underlined his administration’s de- 
termination to support and strengthen foe activities of foe 
fond He has directed foe fond to concentrate its activities on 
roads, health and educational infrastructure. • 


Gross Domestic Product 
$37.8 billion (1996 estimate) 

Maw Acrkujurai. Crops 

Yams, cassava, sorghum, rice, millet, maize, sugarcane, 
taro, plantains, peanuts, palm oil, chilies and green ' . 
peppers, tomatoes, palm kernels, cotton lint 
cocoa beans, timber and livestock 

Mwbul Resources 

Petroleum, natural gas, coal, tin, columbite, 

> - . limestone, iron ore, lead, zinc 

Manufacturmg 

food products, brewed beverages, refined petioleun, iron 
rand steel, motor vehicles, textiles, cigarettes, footwear', ' 
pharmaceuticals, pulp and paper, cement 


ArVhxJUarsbaBCsnkxUmanwaBrL 


to be done in foe area of radio 
monitoring, which has many 
implications for our defense 


We shall do a good job in the 
short time available to us. But 
for now, we shall encourage 


industry. We have made a investors to provide digital, 
strong case for foe replace- services in these areas 
meat of obsolete equipment, through foe wireless loop 
and we have already started system, 
getting proposals from for- 
eign firms. In what shape do you hope 


eign firms. In what shape do you hope 

' . • to leave die communications- 
In . which specific areas ! industry? ■■ " ■ 

wouldyoii most. Welcome.jbr- ' ' ■ We hope tb ensure foe- Off- 1 
eign investors? * oration ' pf -foe equipment m 

Foreigners are already top condition. "We hope to 
aware of our system, short- bequeath a working telecom- 
comings and requirements. 1 . mimications system that will 
believe that satellite commit- effectively link Nigeria to foe 
nicatioris technology Is foe rest of the world. 


hottest thing in foe industry 
market now. Because foe 
area is capital-intensive, we 
expect foe big 'foreign con- 
cerns to take advantage of the 


Furthermore, we shall en- 
sure; ■ that - foe liberalization 
objectives' of - foe - -new gov- 
ernment are being fully im- 
plemented. • : 


EMPumiBtT Breakdown 

. 47% services; 46% agriculture, forestry and fishing 
7%indusfjy' 

Major Exports 

Petroleum, cocoa beans-, rubber, urea and ammonia, 
fish and shrimp, textiles, cotton 
Major Imports 

Machinery and transportation equipment, manufactured 
goods (mostly iron and steel, textiles and paper products). 
- . chemicals, food products 
' Major Tmdnb Partners 
- United States, Germany, Britain, France, 

Spa/fl, the Netherlands 
' Currency: Naira (1Q0 kobo = one naira) 

Exchange Rate; 85 naira = $1 • 








TT mu 


PAGE 24 


JNTERPWTIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE; THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1998 


S PC) \S<) KK I) SIX I ION 


SPONSORED SECTION 


Nigeria: A Fresh Start 




Focus on Abuja, 
A Symbolic City 


The new Federal Capital Territory has become 
the pulse of the nation. 


F rustrated with their 
chaotic capital, Lagos. 
Nigerians elected to 
^abandon it for a more serene, 

; ordered and original capital. 
;This was how the idea of 
■Abuja was bom in 1976, un- 
■ der die regime erf Major Gen- 
.'eral Murtala Muhammed, 
.who was assassinated four 
-days after signing the legal 
•instrument for the establish- 
Iment of the Abuja Federal 
.Capital 

* Nigerians had set out to 
■build a new capital on near- 
virgin land, away from the 
geopolitical control of any of 
. the country’s three majoreth- 
;nk groups. The idea was that 
-Abuja would be the center of 
’national unity, a symbol of 
:the excellence of Africa's 
- most populous nation. Those 
aspirations were thus in the 
forefront on Oct. 1, 1982, 
when President Shehu 
Shagari celebrated the na- 
tional day in Abuja, launch- 
ing the development of what 
was expected to be one ofthe 
best-planned, most beautiful 
cities in the world. 

A great impetus for the 
development of Abuja was 
the relocation of the seat of 
government from Lagos to 
the new capital on Dec. 12, 
1991, by the then-military 
president General Ibrahim 
Bahangida. Thereafter, 
Abuja grew by leaps and 
bounds, sometimes at the ex- 
pense of other areas that 
made demands on the na- 
tion's resources. 

What was important to Ni- 
gerians. however, was that 
foe new capital stood out in 
its modernity and resplen- 
dence. Nigerians were proud 


that they had a city that could 
be likened to a paradise, 
where power outages, water 
shortages, traffic jams and 
crime were practically 
nonexistent. 

Then, in foe last four years, 
things went astray. The gains 
were reversed as Abuja foil 
cm difficult days. Instead of 
being a city tailored to grow 
in conformity with a care- 
fully thought-out and pre- 
pared master plan, foe city 
foil into the hands of admin- 
istrators who distorted the 
plan for untoward reasons. 
Expansion stalled, with foe 
attendant overburdening of 
infrastructure and utilities. 

When General Ab- 
dulsalami Abubakar came on 
foe scene, be vowed that this 
trend bad to be reversed That 
vow was dramatized by foe 
appointment of a man who is 
reputed for “righting 
wrongs," no matter how fat- 
down foe drain foe situation 
had gone. The retired army 
general Marxian Kontagora 
was foe man General 
Abubakar chose for this res- 



A Safer Place 
To Do Business 


[pi° Nl 


ac y : 


The Nigerian law enforcement agency has 
pledged to keep the country secure. 


i I 
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zd to keep the country secure. Y 

'-T ' 

couple of years ago, .thereby excuse ofaretocts* 

or ignomat .prospective ,w to ■ ■; / 


...: JU n i 


to ^ 

Nigeria was that it was a nation of cutthroats. : d v> - ,*■ 

is not tosay foat Lagos and a few ofoerNiger*fc 


This is not to say that Lagos and a few other Nigeri* pKj- ■ L v 
cities did not give natives and foreigners aj»e cans * far . •- 

concern. Since then, however, Colonel Muhanunod Mfo ••,.•■ 

wa, the Lagos State military administrator, has grata ■ 


undesirable elements a run for their money.- . \ 

' ' ■■&?"■.■■■■ - 
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Anticrime units *1 gss ,i •-* 

The transformation of Lagos and other Nigenan cities wjb ^ p tf'-'' .. ' ■ 
aimed at safeguarding lives arid property. Special *■*' 

ticrime outfits, such as the award-winning ‘Opetatwh F 
Sweep” of Lagos State, were established and eventually 
£ copied in all 36 states of the country and in Abuja, They <T 
I became an effective antidote to urban crime. 1 f J mL 2 t 

i That initiative was undertaken by Nigeria’s police chief ; I ; 

|Alhaji Ibrahim Coomassie. These special units of IM- : | 



cue mission. 

Before coming on board 
as foe new minister of foe 
Federal Capital Territory, 
Major General Kontagora 
was engaged in rescuing foe 
fortunes of Ahmadu Bello 
University from social, eco- 
nomic, academic and polit- 
ical difficulties. 

Major General Kontagora 
has set out on his job with 
characteristic single- 

mindedness. He has vowed 
publicly “to sanitize Abuja" 
by clearing away all foe dis- 
tortions to which the city had 
been subjected- • 



other efforts to keep foe nation secure imdersootes-ife 
unders tanding that foreign investment and capital inflow 
would will remain only wishful thinking as long as. danse 
signals persisted. ■ ^ 

The commitment to bettering the lot ofthe police frape 
which had not fared as well as its armed forces counteipai 
under foe military administration, is also welcome news t 
most Nigerians. ^ 

In spite of the seriousness and firmness the authorities 
have shown in battling the problem of advance-fee pet 
petratons of fraud, its practi tioners keep ' perfecting new 
schemes to beguile unsuspecting victims. • - j 

Nigerian authorities are aware of the havoc these scanal 
have wreaked on foe image of the country* and are doing 
they can to reverse it. ‘ • - .1 


ip 

If ^ A 


f A? 


u 


$ y.ot, :>/ * c-n- m ■ - 

f ::-rJ % * V.ff; . - 1 r -' Ts . - 


4 > .‘3 


c' ’I' ; 



Top, the makaptaoe In Abufcabovii a poGticahaty lakes place in ft® federal capital 


Media alert • 1 t ■ ' 

The police and other concerned agencies of the g« 

emment, including foe Central Bank and foe NtigenB , , Mm ' 

National Petroleum Corporation, have been using a varies i 

of different media to alert members ofthe international 
community about the potential menace of these scan 

artists. J « BBBH " 

Because of their many, missions operating abroad, hw „ 

gerian authorities recommend that anybody who receive . -#l 

a business proposal from Nigeria should, first and fonk^ 
most, take foe initiative of cross-checking with foe rejfr 1 
evant government or private-sector organizations, which 
are easily accessible, through foe embassies or high com- 

missions. • j ^’JDINCi A 





— In His Own V^ords — 

tin Business 


*•' r.. ... 


itaarodf CMptfNi, 
operations eqg&ieer 
for a major oB 
company in Lagos 


"Before San! Abacha died, business was 
very slow. The change in government has 
undoubtedly opened doors. The 
government no longer owes its own part 
of its commitment, notably in foe oil 
sector. 

"General Abdulsalami Abubakar has 
met with the chief executive officers of 


foe leading oil companies. So it is fair to 
say foat Nigeria has become a good 
venture for business. Investors should 
seize this opportunity.” 




"v- ; 


Nigerians cheor Ihet team Ompgh as victorious World Cup opening match against Span 


Sports Moves in a New Direction 



Some of Nigeria ’s most visible natural resources are its sports figures and teams. 


N igerians have become so ac- 
cusfomed to foe social and polit- 
ical advantages of snorts foat it 


' TfcsdUonaf canoes are used byaB ages in OgonBand, in the N&er Delta. 


Travel Tips for Visiting Nigeria 


The following suggestions can make business trips to Nigeria run more smoothly. 


U nder the new government's lib- 
eralization, more business vis- 
itors ore expected in Nigeria. 
Prospective visitors to foe country 
should note that; 

• A visa is required for all categories 
of visitors apart from citizens of the 
Economic Community of West African 
States member countries, who can stay 
for up to 90 days without visas. Visa 
applications from Nigerian missions 
abroad will be facilitated if foe applicant 
arrives with a letter of application. 
Preferably, a copy ofthe letter should 
also be faxed to the mission by your 
prospective host 

• An international vaccination cer- 
tificate (or Yellow Card) is also re- 
quired, even though it may not have 
been required foe last time you went to 
Nigeria. 

• There is no restriction on foe 
amount of foreign currency foat may be 
brought into or taken out ofthe country. 


provided an adequate declaration is 
made with Customs at foe entry /ex it 
port. Also, in the effort to combat 
money laundering, authorities might re- 
quire Centra! Bank authorities to be 
notified if sums in excess of S 1 0.000 arc 
being tran s ferred. Procedures should be 
quick, polite and hassle-free. 

Before arrival in Nigeria, visitors 
should: 

• Arrange to be met by business 
partners, travel or hotel staff or friends 
and relations. First-rime visitors may be 
surprised by foe noisiness of Nigerian 
international airports in contrast to what 
the visitor is used to in other countries. 
Never engage in negotiations with the 
“good Samaritans" who frequent foe 
arrival poinis of airports. 

• Make hotel reservations before ar- 
rival (especially in Lagos, Abuja and 
Port Hareourt). Most ofthe good hotels 
can arrange for your transport from the 
airport Some of foe local airlines op- 


erate shuttle services running from the 
airports to the major hotels and to the 
city center. 

On arrival at the airport 
■ • Never negotiate with or patronize 
nonregistered airport operators. They 
might be cheaper, but.. 

While negotiating deals: . 

• It is quite normal and “Nigerian" 
for your host to offer to pay for your 
meals and entertainment,. or even your . 
hotel bills. You might hurt his self- 
esteem if you turn down such offers. 
You might even ruin foe deal. 

• Some small presents for your hosts 
and/or members of their staff or family 
might be helpful, but nothing expensive 
like perfumes, branded pens or items of 
stationery, neckties, scarves, etc. 

• Nigerians are very hospitable and 
proud people. They like to show off 
their foreign friends. Allow them to. But 
never disparage their country in dis- 
cussions with them or others. • 


X x ical advantages of sports foat it 
is easy to forget that sports — especially 
soccer, in which the nation has become 
a giant — has become one of foe 
world's -biggest businesses. 

; Sports is one of Nigeria’s great uni- 
fiers, and during its darkest diplomatic 
hours, it was sports foat held out a 
flicker of hope for world recognition 
and acclaim. In the spirit of foe new era 
in Nigeria, with its emphasis on private- 
sector initiative and foe concomitant 
policies of privatization and commer- 
cialization, foe economics of sports is 
getting prominent attention. 

The minister of sports and youth 
development, retired Mr Commodore 
Emeka Omeruah, says: “It is Stone Age 
thinking to persist in the belief that foe 
government should continue •' to 
shoulder foe burden of sports in Ni- 
geria.” 




A longtime proponent of privatiza- 
tion in sports, long before the gov- 
ernment's Vision 2010 blueprint artic- 
ulated it, Mr. Omeruah says that his 
ministry has already started working 
out the modalities of this policy. To foat 
end, he says, sports in Nigeria lave been 
divided into three categories, on foe 
basis of their levels of development 
Those like soccer, which are well-de- 
veloped, will soon be put on foe pri- 
vatization market; while less-developed 
ones will be put in line for privat- 
ization. 

The minister hopes that by the year 
2010, all aspects of foe nation's sports 
will be sufficiently developed for foe 
government to let go of them. 

“This is the only way foe nation can 
neapfoe full benefit of the enormous 
sporting talents that abound in foe coun- 
try/ 7 says. Mr. Omeruah, who regret- 
fully points out foe fnaHrep iate interest 
of big corporate bodies in Nigerian 
sports. He adds that foe time has also 
come for Nigerian spans figures who 
have made it big outside the country to 
plow some of their fortunes back into 
sports development in Nigeria. 

In Mr. Omeruah 's view, the gov- 
ernment’s role in sports should be that 
of fecilitator, providing the initial in- 
frastructure as an incentive to those 
interested in taking over. 





--.'urnHir 
fcf?*ict or of 


™***n*i iM 




‘ tkMMrat 

visiuitV 

-fffcftVMll 

m 

:»*dMNui 

MrvfUrtMa 

^wurrte 

’Tb»«n 


Tact 


^ fcanm odoroBneka Omeruah. mhUer 
of sports and yooft development \ 


kfor 


' ll nh»y .. 


the Paris l 


Under 21 World Cup 
Mr. Omeruah, as a three-time sports 
e minister and c hairman of foe nation's 
§ soccer federation, points out that last 
summer’s Worid Cup in France was a 
E hugs financial success. He considers it 
foa, a star player tor doubtful, however, that Nigeria will be 
r soccer feam. able to make a similar claim at the end 


ofthe Under 21 World Cup toumadSjt 
it is playing host to early next yeac % 
attributes this to the involvement is 
spore by the government, where tiw 
profit motive is hardly emphasized, v* 
He is nevertheless confident foat N§ 
pna s preparations for tbe youth soccerf 
tournament are proceeding apace. Th& 
sta “ um preparation and refiafcishing 
we on course. ‘‘What is left is fob 
of arrangements for foe court 
^rations infrastructure, like, foe 

vansando,b f* 

WUIe tiK minister has put prepfc 
rafcom for new year’s AJJ AfiiSri 
tames in South Africa in motion bji 
W3“rahng its management body, be 
^concerned that Nigeria is still tmdel 
gports sanctu ms from the countries 4 

foe European Union. . ™ 

foe ^ k* 1 ve opened up to tfae worid 
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Nigeria: A Fresh Start 

Diplomacy: Coming in Out of the Cold 

The foreign affairs minister is making international rapprochement a priority. 


SPONSORED SECTION 


W hen General Abdulsalami Abubakar made up iris 
mind to woo back the confidence of themter- 

he chose as foreign affims 
nwusterone ofthe nation s most experienced and persuasive 

°5® meka ’ a 

of theForeign Ministry and the nation's former envoy 

Ab^Sr , » Spam, r ¥**** Stetes *** tawl, ™ General 
for ^ task of fencwDendhi 
i tie tormer dean ofthe diplomatic corps in Israel has few 

ar F m * specialty in terras of reconciliation. He 
says. We are faced with the challenge of pursuing a broad 
poncy orgoyeniment, ensuring the success ofthe transition 
program and making a positive impact through a policy of 
domestic reconciliation as the head of state has embarked 
upon, morder to expand h to a policy of reconciliation with 
the broader mteraational community. 71 
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General Abubakar with PresktentNebon Mandeb af South Africa, 
^new access to the rested Africa is in the making 


Ambassador Oliscraeka’s reasoning is that when things 
are out of alignment at borne, “the influence is felt abroad. M 
Now that the Abubakar administration has decided to get the 
nation back on an even keel by reconciling Nigeria to the 
world. Ambassador OUsemeka hopes that “the world will 
reconcile itself with us.” On the issue ofhuman rights, which 
has been one ofthe biggest bones of contention. Ambassador 
Olisemeka points out that there is evidence for the world to 
see, drawing attention to the visible, verifiable and phe- 
nomenal steps feat have been taken in that direction. “Some - 
people have even started wondering whether we have not 
gone too far, too 5000 ,” be says. 

Facing die world boldly 

The diplomat says feat since Nigeria's foreign policy has 
always been geared toward the pursuit of its strategic in- 
terests, it should continue to face the world as boldly as it has 
always done, “clearly demarcating who our friends and basic 
interests are.” 

That General Abubakar is succeeding in his rapproche- 
ment policy is evidenced by his two visits to South Africa in 
August; where, according to die foreign minister, President 
Nelson Mandela accorded General Abubakar a warm re- 
ception in Pretoria. 



“We saw the noble gesture by Mandela manifested when African nation. 


Nigeria eon tie mad to redairnkig its ptacx on the totem a tioti a i stage. 


nization of African Unity and the UN as a leading black and 


he addressed fee Parliament; we also saw it shown in the 
mutual willingness of both leaders to rene- 
gotiate issues of mutual interest to the South- 
ern Africa Development Committee and the 
Economic Committee of West African 
States,” be says. 

He also drew attention to Me. Mandela's 
gesture of singling out General Abubakar at 
the Nonaligned Movement summit in Durban 
for commendation for his courage and wisdom 
in positively transforming Nigeria’s situation. 

Following General Abubakar ’s positive 
steps to correct the errors of the past. Am- 
bassador Olisemeka is convinced that the time 
has come for Western nations’ sanctions 
against Nigeria to be lifted. “We have been 
engaged in dialogue with a number of Western 
leaders," he says, adding that Canada, which Fon&i Umsterkpatius 
was one of Nigeria’s critics, bad met with the Qfisemefca 
Nigerian authorities and decided to restore 


w 
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That is why, according to him, Nigeria is discussing the 
issue of a permanent Security Council seat 
for Africa with other African nations with 
great interest 

To him, it is only logical that if die UN 
demands democratization from its member 
nations, it should also reform itself by de- 
mocratizing its institutions. “We have. a 
stake in the UN reforms and in adequate and 
equitable representation for our continent,” 
he declares. 


United States visit 

He is equally encouraged by the visit of 
Nigeria's head of state to die United States, 
during which die foreign minister hopes 
significant progress will be made in the 
ongoing fence-mending between the two 
countries. This visit is a breakthrough, con- 
sidering feat since 1984 the United States 


diplomatic ties. “There is a lot of goodwill for us, but for has denied visas to Nigeria's four previous leaders. 


sanctions to be lifted, there must be formalities," he adds. 


We are expecting to discuss a lot of issues of mutual 


As for Nigeria's foreign policy priorities, he says, “We interest with the Americans,” says Ambassador Olisemeka, 
have to continue to correct the errors of the past to enable adding that he hopes the issues of sanctions, drug de- 
Nigeria to stand tall and proud again in the community of certification, civil aviation and foreign investment will form 
nations, within the framework of ECOWAS, the Orga- the kernel of the discussions. • 



These Nfgeri&i soldiers will soon be returning to the barracks. 
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Providing a Welcome Boost for Commerce and Tourism 

Nigeria hopes to attract not only more investors but more vacationers as well as it reviews its policies in these areas 

I n spite of die many sa- gerian Association of Cham- mile in encouraging com- expected that port reform ment of commerce and tour- Asian countries withies 

lient articles from the bers of Commerce, Industry, merce and tourism, whose measures will remain, and ism in fee country. veloped infrastructures 

“capitalist manifesto” Mines aid Agriculturefre- enormous potential has not feat the h5w“admmistration attract more tourists to 

feat have been injected into cently lamented this trend, yet been realized. pledge feat goods at fee ports Getting the word out countries. 

Nigerian business statutes on but was certain that “the new. The general expectation is should be cleared within 48 Given that there is still much One prominent Nig 
commerce and industry, for- positive steps taken by the that wife the reposting of hours will soon become a to be done in fee area of writer on tourism expec 

eign investors have not federal government will not Patrick Aziza, a serving army reality. infrastructure and telecom- new minister to spend 

streamed in. Rather, because only stem the divestment general, from commumca- Nigerians are hopeful that munications, fee private sec- time at his desk than hi< 

of the uncertainty and in- tide, but will also place the Sons to the commerce and the good intentions stated in tor is currently doing some decessors and do more c 

Stability brought about by the country back on fee list of tourism ministry, fee admin- regard to tourism develop- soul-searching. Paul Onyian, ground. For, accordin 

political ablation over the investment-friendly na- istration intends to instill a ment over fee years will be vice president ofNigeria Ho- Joseph Adebayo: “Thu 

past several years, the more tions." new sense of vigor in the translated into action. It is, tels Association, argues feat rare opportunity for Ge 

optimistic investors merely sector: therefore, pertinent that fee “lack of adequate promotion Aziza to etch his nan 

sat on the fence and adopted a The extra mile Nigerians expect that private sector, which has and marketing, rather than gold during his brief sta 

^"■it-and-see attitude. The The NACCIMA president; within the short life-span of been afforded a lot of leeway infrastructure, is the bane of not retying only on feel 

like his counterparts in the ' ™" 

other areas of commerce, are 
hoping that the Abubakar ad- 
ministration will go the extra 




packed up and left 
v Chief Kola Daisi. the na- 
tional president of foe Ni- 


mile in encouraging com- 
merce and tourism, whose 
enormous potential has not 
yet been realized. 

The general expectation is 
that wife the reposting of 
Patrick Aziza, a serving army 
general, from communica- 
tions to the commerce mud 
tourism ministry, the admin- 
istration intends to instill a 
new sense of vigor in the 
sector: 

Nigerians expect that 
within fee short lifespan of 
fee present administration, 
fee Export Processing Zone 
in Calabar will be completed 
and commissioned. It is also 


expected that port reform 
measures ^wiD remain, and 
feat the new administration 
pledge that goods at fee ports 
should be cleared within 48 
hours will soon become a 
reality 

Nigerians are hopeful that 
fee good intentions stated in 
regard to tourism develop- 
ment over fee years will be 
translated into action. It is, 
therefore, pertinent that the 
private sector, which has 
been afforded a lot of leeway 
in the new economic and 
business order; is coming to 
better grips with its own re- 
sponsibilities in the develop- 


ment of commerce and tour- 
ism in fee country. 

Getting the word out 
Given that there is still much 
to be done in fee area of 
infrastructure and telecom- 
munications, the private sec- 
tor is currently doing some 
soul-searching. Paul Onyian, 
vice president ofNigeria Ho- 
tels Association, argues feat 
“lack of adequate promotion 
and marketing, rather than 
infrastructure, is the bane of 
fee tourism industry" in the 
country. 

He points out that even 
those African, Caribbean and 


Asian countries wife less-de- 
veloped infrastructures still 
attract more tourists to their 
countries. 

One prominent Nigerian 
writer on tourism expects the 
new minister to spend less 
time at his desk than his pre- 
decessors and do more on the 
ground. For, according to 
Joseph Adebayo: “This is a 
rare opportunity for General 
Aziza to etch his name in 
gold during his brief stay, by 
not retying only on the briefs 
of officials alone, but by 
making sure physical tours of 
our destinations are carried 


— In His Own Words — 

On Emerging Nigeria 


7k># Owwf, fanner 

mana gin g director of 
the Daffy Times of 
mgeria and media 
consultant 


"General Abdulsalami 
Abubakafs two successive 
visits to South Africa, his 

address to the United 
Nations and the contact 
with the international 
media illustrate that there 
could be sufficient goodwBI 
to refurbish the luster of 
economic diplomacy. 

■‘The military 
administration should, 
however, do nothing to 


shake Nigerians’ resolve 
about their commitment to 
their democratic pledge. A 
tumarotmd Iran pariah 
status can translate for 
Nigeria into investments, 
international goodwill and 
cooperation. A kit will 
depend on how Nigeria 
uses the opportunities that 
are now knocking.” 


Active Stance for Women 

Nigerian women are influencing the circumstances in which they live. 

I n the past two centuries, visionary worn- to achieve greater social relevance. In this 
en political leaders well-known to Ni- way, programs like Better Life for Rural 
gerians, tike Queens Amina, Idia and Women arid the Family Support Program, 
Moroni, left indelible legacies on the polit- initiated by two former first ladies and aimed 
real landscapes of their different kingdoms in at poverty allerviation and improving fee lot 
what is now Nigeria. of nuclear families, metamorphosed into pro- 

Nigerian women have long been partners grams wife a larger geographical scope and. 
to feeir male counterparts in various so- significance. 

ciopotitical causes. In 1929, Aba market Addressing the West African First Ladies 
women confronted the assaults of colonial Summit in Accra, fee Ghanian capital, on 
police while resisting fee overtaxation of July 27, Nigeria’s first lady, Fati Abubakar, a 

•1. ■ V ! . . _I_ T«_ J „ L ' __II V 


jj few Tack for Information 

Government information is on the wy to becoming a two-way streeL 



* 1 A ftcr John Nma 

. /V Nwodo, Jr. was 
jjfV sworn in as the new 
information and culture min- 
ister, he promised the nation 
a 1 new deal in information 
management. Hitherto. Ni- 
gerians had become accus- 
tomed to the monologue that 
ted been passed off as in- 
formation. 

• Mr. Nwodo said that all 
that would change, and feat 
he would henceforth not just 
“inform the people about the 
government," but would 
also “inform fee government 
about the people." For him. 
the government was there for 
the people and not vice 
Vasa. 

*The minister, who comes 

a political family ana 
who served as aviation min- 
ister during the Second Re- 
public of President Shchu 
Shagari, is not new to ef- 


fective information manage- 
ment Neither is he unaware 
of how for the power of hon- 
est. persuasive appeal to rea- 
son cun go in achieving ob- 
jectives. . 

If “the medium is fee roes- 

sauc.” then General Ab- 
dulsalami Abubakars 

choice of Mr. Nwodo as tas 
chief spokesman and infor- 
mation managerm flus era or 
national and international re- 
conciliation ^appropriate 
Mr. Nwodo underejmds^ 
empathizes w* the mem- 
bers of the press, who are 
insisting that some curbing 
provisions must be expunged 

from the constitution, a mea- 
sure that will soon be pro- 

^g^wife this man of 
dialogue, serving foagov- 

eminent that anus tofch^ 

a new beginning, members 
of fee media are confident 


that they and the government 
will find a satisfactory meet- 
ing ground. 

Mr. Nwodo’s tenure will 
be challenged by fee de- 
mands of external informa- 
tion management and by the 
need to employ the most up- 
to-date methods to market 
Nigeria to fee world. 

These challenges include 
equipping Nigerian informa- 
tion centers abroad wife the 
most current information on 
Nigeria and fee Economic 
Community of West African 
States, and improving fee 
technological performance 
ofthe Nigeria Television Au- 
feority and fee Federal Radio 
Corporation. 

As a sign ofthe new times, 
fee information minister has 
already visited several media 

bouses, including those 

banned in fee past, and been 
welcomed. • . 


feeir husbands. Today, wom- 
en are an indissoluble part of 
Nigeria’s national history: Fu- 
milayo Ransome-Kuti led and 
won the fight for women’s 
voting rights in the early 
1950s, Gambo Sawaba defied 
the restrictions of religious 
and cultural backgrounds, and 
Janet Mokelu and Margaret 
Ekpo were Nigeria’s first two 
elected female legislators. 

Local and global 
In more recent times, dynamic 
and visionary Nigerian wom- 
en who have found them- 
selves in leadership positions 
in business as well as gov- 
ernment have been able to 







Fkst Lady m Abubakar. 


high court judge, recalled the 
genesis of this humanitarian 
initiative for peace on fee con- 
tinent and the pioneering role 
played by her predecessor, 
Maryam Abacha. Nigeria was 
host in 1997 to fee first West 
African First Ladies Summit, 
which took important resolu- 
tions for fee betterment of Af- 
rican women. 

In this regard, Mrs. 
Abubakar pointed out that fee 
first ladies' peace initiative 
had delivered relief aid and 
helped in fee rehabilitation of 
refugees in different theaters 
of conflict on the continent 
Nigeria’s first lady assured fee 
world that the Nigerian wom- 


sustain this tempo of achievements, not only an would continue to lead her counterparts on 


within the nation but also, and increasingly, 
on fee international level. Many of them have 
distinguished themselves in sports and cul- 


fee continent in heeding fee cries of victims 
of civil strife in Africa. 

This concern for the victims of conflict on 


tural activities, raising the profile of feeir the African continent will be upheld by fee 


country. 

Yet in all these endeavors; fee Nigerian 
woman has hardly departed flora her primary 


continuing commitment of- First Lady Fati 
Abubakar to this cause. 

Noting fee achievements of the initiative 


and traditional role as tenderof fee family. If in such countries as Libera, Siam Leone, 
anything, she has successfully continued to Congo, Angola, Somalia and fee Great Lake 
redefine and expand fee frontiers of fee Af- region, Mrs. Abubakar pledged the Nigerian 
riean family. This is the source of the Ni- woman’s "collective solidarity with the suf- 
gerian woman's realization feat rite should fering women and children, as well as fee 
no longer be content merely wife fee ar- thousands of displaced persons affected by 


dcufation of social progra m s feat are aimed at 
improving fee lot of women and their in- 
dividual households. 

Long before fee United Nations World 
Conference on Women in Beijing in 1995, 


civil strife.” 

She went on to invite all men and women 
of goodwill in Africa and around the world to 
“join us in this endeavor so that our Suffering 
women and children in those countries may 


Nigerian women had discovered the need to begin to regain feeir sense of dignity and self- 
expand the frontiers oftheir activities in order worth.” • 


Bfiateral Chambers of Commerce to Nigeria 

c/o Clara Osinulu 

AAPS Representative Office in Nigeria 
Hamburg House 
33/35 Martins Street 
P.O.Box 2382 
Lagos 

Headquarters 

838 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
U.SA 

Tel.: (1212)947 5666 

Lagos Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Commerce House 
1 Idowu Taylor Street 
Victoria Island 
P.0. Box 10S 
Lagos 

Tel.: (234 1)613 898 

Manufectwera Association of Nigeria 
M£N House 

77 Obafemi Awotowo Way, ikeja 
P.O. Box3835 
Lagos 

Tel.: (2341)967 482 

National Maritime Authority 

Plot 1970 Michael Okpara Way 
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Abuja 

Tel.: (2349)523 7025 

The (bartered Institute of Bankers 
PC 19 Adeola Hopewell Street 
Victoria Island 
P.0. Box 72273 
Lagos 

Nigerian Na tional Petroleum C o rporation 

7 Koto Abayomi Street 
Victoria Island 
PMB 12701 
Lagos 

Tel.: (234 1) 269 0470 78 

Nigeria Enterprises Promotion Board 
72 Campbell Street 
Lagos 

Nigeria Port Authority 

26/28 Marina 
Lagos 

. Tel.: (234 1) 260 0620 1, 263 1882 
NJgsrian Shippers Council 
Plot 51 Usuma Street 
Maitama District 
PMB 296. Garkf 
Abuja 

Tef.: (234 9) 523 0653 

Nati on al Insurance Corporation of Nigeria 

(NICON) 

Plot 4 Sfax Close 
Off Herbert Macaulay Way 
Wtise Zone 4. PMB 5029 
Abuja 

Tel. & fax: (234 9) 523 7126 4 
Mgeria Deposit Insurance Corporation 
447/448 Central Business District 
(Along Airport Road) 

PMB 284 
Abuja 

Tel.: (234 9) 523 7710 
Fax: (234 9) 523 6007 

Institute of Chartered Accountants of Nigeria (ICAN) 
Plot PC 16 Idowu Taylor Street 
Victoria Island 
Lagos 

Tel.: (2341) 261 4235 
N&eriaTetoCOmmimicatfons Limited (HOTEL) 

3/5 Tafawa Balewa Square 
Lagos 

Tel.: (2341)260 0770 9 
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World Roundup 


Guidi Takes a Stage 

cycling Fahrizio Guidi of Italy 
. and the Fold team won die 18th 
stage of the Tour of Spain on Wed- 
nesday. his third victory in the 22- 
stage cycling marathon, Abraham 
OJano of Spain and the Banes to 
team remained the overall leader. 

Guidi covered the 223-lrikraeter 
(138-mile) flat run from the north- 
ern city of Leon, south to Sala- 
manca, in S hours, 59 minutes and 
■ 40 seconds, winning the leg in a 
sprint finish. 

With four stages to go, Olano 
remained 22 seconds ahead of 
Laurent Jalabert of Fiance and the 
ONCE-Deutsche Bank team in the 
No. 2 spot. Olano also stayed 31 
seconds ahead of his third-place 
Banesto teammate and fellow Span- 
iard, Jose Maria Jimenez. (AP) 

(Lance Armstrong of the United 
States has battled back from cancer 
to compete in the Tour. Page 27.) 

Manchester Fans Unite 

soccer More than 28,000 letters 
were mailed to Manchester United 
shareholders Wednesday as part of 
a campaign to stop the takeover of 
the club by Rupert Murdoch's Brit- 
ish Sky Broadcasting Group. 

The United board has accepted 
the proposed £623 million ($1.04 
billion) deal, which still needs ap- 
proval of the club's shareholders 
and government regulators. A 
group called Shareholders United 
Against Murdoch has written to all 
registered shareholders urging 
them to oppose the deaL 

Michael Crick, who started the 
campaign at a central Manchester 
post office, said: “We want to get 
one message across to the small 
shareholders: It’s very important 
they do not accept this deal’' (AP) 

Oldest of Old Timers Dies 

baseball Chet Hoff, known as 
Red, the oldest former major league 
baseball player, is dead at 107. Hoff 
was burred Tuesday in his birth- 
place of Ossining, New York. 

Hoff was 2-4 with a 2.49 ERA in 
23 games over four years in die 
majors. He signed with the New 
York Highlanders, who later be- 
—oeme the Yankees, in 1911. (AP) . 


For Griffey, 140 RBLs 
And Lofty Company 


The Associated Press 

Ken Griffey Jr. hit two home runs and 
joined Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig as the 
only players to drive in 140 runs in three 
consecutive seasons as the Mariners 
downed die Oakland Athletics, 7-6, in 
Seattle. 

Griffey, who has 140 RBIs, hit solo 
homers in (he third and fifth innings to 
give him an AL-leading 55 homers. 


Seattle’s Alex Rodriguez hit his 41st 
home run to set the AL record for home 
runs by a shortstop. He passed Rico Fet- 
rocelli. who hit 40 home runs in 1969. 

Jamie Moyer (15-9) pitched six in- 
nings in the game Tuesday night, giving 
up nine hits and four earned runs while 
Striking out nine. Mike Timlin pitched 
the ninth for his 18th save. 

Red Sox 11 ,T*mpjiBay 2 Host Boston 
broke out of a hitting slump and closed 
in on die AL wild-card berth, bearing 
Tampa Bay behind Pete Scbourek’s first 
victory after more than six weeks with 
the Red Sox. Boston remained 3 Vi 
games ahead of Toronto, which beat 
Baltimore. 

Blue Jays 7, Oriole* 3 In Toronto, Jose 
Canseco set a new career high with his 
45th and 46th home runs as the Blue Jays 
beat the Orioles. Canseco surpassed his 
' previous career best of 44 in 1991 when 
he hit a two-run homer in the first 
Yankees 10, Indians 4; Yaninas S, In- 
■«— i In New York, Hideki Irabu 
pitched eight strong innings, and the 
Yankees beat Cleveland to complete a 
sweep of a day-night doubleheader. 

In the first game between the AL 
division champions, a rookie, Shane 
Spencer, hit two home runs for the Yan- 
kees. Spencer got two more hits in the 
second game as the Yankees improved 
to 109-48, tying the win total of the 1961 
Yankee team, leaving them behind only 
the club mark of 1 10 set in 1927. 

whits s<n 4, Twins i In Minneapolis, 
James Baldwin came within three on ts of 
his first career shutout and Chicago beat 
Minnesota for its fifth straight victory. 

flgsrs 14, Roy al* 4 Luts Gonzalez 
homered and drove in four runs, leading 
visiting Detroit over Kansas City. 
Gonzalez capped a four-run fourth in- 
ning with a three- run homer and added 
an RBI single in a four-run ninfo. 
Rnsm % Ansels i Rick Helling af- 
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lowed three hits in dght innings for his 
20th victory as visiting Texas opened a 
two-game AL West 1 ted. 

Helling (20-7) allowed just two base 
runners over the first seven innings. He 
allowed just six balls out of the infield, 
while striking out five and walking 
none. 

In the National League: 

Expos 5, Mats 3 In New York, the 

Mets dropped back into a tie for theNL. 
wild-card lead, blowing a three-run lead 
over the Expos on Orlando Cabrera's 
tie-breaking two-run single. 

New York is tied again with foe 
Chicago Cubs. Each team has four 
games remaining. 

Cubs s, Bmrsrs 2 In Milwaukee, 
Sammy Sosa foiled to close in on Mark 
McGwire in foe home run race, holding 
at 63 — on Tuesday night But he 
clubbed his 64th in the 5th inning on 
Wednesday against foe Brewers. 

raiBmii 4, Astra* o Mark McGwire 
failed to add to his major league record 
65 home runs, but Malt Morris recorded 
his first major league shutout as host Sl 
L ouis won its sixth in a row. 

Brows 4, Marfan* i Eddie Perez’s solo 
home run gave foe visiting Braves 208 
homers this season, breaking a 32-year- 
old franchise record. Kevin Millwood 
(17-8) allowed one run and six hits in 
five innings. Kerry Ligtenberg pitched a 
perfect ninth and became the first NL 
rookie to collect 30 saves since Sl 
L ouis’s Todd Worrell in 1986. 

Diamondbacks 8, Rodrios 6 In Den- 
ver, Colorado’s Mike lansing hit three 
home runs, but Arizona’s Karim Garcia 
hit two of foe Diamondbacks five home 
runs. Devon White, Kelly Stinnett and 
Travis Lee added homers for the Dia- 
mondbacks. 

Phaitas io, Rmis a Cincinnati's Todd 
Williams walked three batters in foe top 
of foe llfo inning to force in the go- 
ahead run for visiting Philadelphia. 

Dodgers 3, Pates 2 In Los Angeles, 
Chan Ho Park scattered six hits in eight 
innings, and a rookie, Adrian BeJtre, hit 
a thiee-nm homer to lead foe Dodgers. 

Giants 14, P fra ta* 2 Bony Bonds 
homered, tripled and singled before 






Ken Griffey Jr. of the Mariners, left, getting a salute from teammate Alex Rodriguez after a home run in 

McGwire and Sosa? This Bud’s for Yi 


M ILWAUKEE — When foe 
baseball commissioner's of- 
fice was in New York, former 
commissioners from Ford Frick to Fay 
Vincent bad lunch in their favorite fancy 
restaurants. 

But on Tuesday, Bud Selig, foe new 
commissioner, drove over to where he 
has lad lunch for more than three de- 
cades: Gilles drive-in, the one wifo a neon 
"Frozen Custard” sign on foe roof. The 
commissioner usually has a hot dog, but 
this lime he ordered a grilled cheese 
sandwich with his usual Diet Coke. 
Along with a cheeseburger and a lem- 
onade for his visitor, foe bill was $5.63. 

Sitting in his black Lexus sedan, the 
commissioner was munching on his 


games of New York and Chicago, the 
co-leaders in the NL wild-card . chase, 
“iwfo five games left'. ‘ .• 7“ 


Vantage Point/tbKww Anpbmon 


School, Walked by. Several said hello 
and one had a question. 

“Is Sosa going to hit a home tun 
tonight?” foe boy asked. 

“The Brewers’ pitching hasn’t been 
too good lately,” foe commissioner 
said, knowing that Sosa had already hit 
10 homers against foe Brewers. Then be 
laughed. “I can say that now." 

He can say that now because, after 
nearly three decades, he is the com- 
missioner instead of theBrewers’ owner 
and president 

More important, Selig is the com- 
missioner just when all those home runs 
by Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa 
have done for baseball after foe 1994 
World Series cancellation what all those 
home runs by Babe Ruth did for base- 
ball after the 1919 Black Sox scandaL 

“My father always told me that to be 
successful, you have to be lucky, too,” 
Selig said. “And with McGwire and 



Sosa we’ve been lucky. Not just because 
of the home runs, but because of how 
they’ve handled all this with such class 
and dignity and graciousness.” 

Baseball would have been unlucky if, 
say, Albert Belle and Barry Bonds, both 
surly and snarling, were hitting all these 
hornets. 

McGwire and Sosa, foe magnets fora 
projected average attendance of 2.4 mil- 
lion for each major league team tins 
season, established what Selig called a 
“focus , on foe field” rather than on 
labor strife. It was that divisiveness that 
led to Selig’s becoming the acting com- 
missioner before foe owners voted him 

Wdrkstoppages in t&sebaH.^ttbe next 
generation can’t have any stoppages,” 
" he said. “As heartbreaking as the can- 
cellation offoe 1994 World Series was. 
If we can avert that again in 2001, and I 
think we can, we will have learned a 
valuable lesson.” 

But can another labor dispute be aver- 
ted? ‘ T think it can; I have a lot of ideas 
I don’t want to talk about yet,” he said 

As the owner of foe small-market 
Brewers, Selig solved one of foe Mil- 
waukee franchise’s problems by patting 
together foe financing for Miller Park, 
which will open in 2000 with a re- 
tractable roof and natural grass. As the 
acting commissioner, be had a repu- 
tation for quietly being able to persuade 
owners to solve bitter problems. 

“John Fetzex, the Tigers’ former 
owner, once told me, ‘The best owners 
and commissioners are foe ones you 
read about foe least,’ ” Selig said. 


CROSSWORD 


Perhaps with that in mind, 
tends to remain in Milwaukee, where 
has lived all his life, where he grew 
rooting for foe minor league Bns 
before adopting the Braves when—., 
moved here from Hasten in 1953. He’«4 
still at Ids big - 3 : lit foe Brewers’ tiny^ 
offices, but he'd *oon move into a newt 
commissioner’s office on Wisconsin 
Avenue downtown. .4 

“I’ll be in New York half the timte 
too,” he said, alluding to Major Leagtijf 
Baseball’s headquarters there. . . 

But when the new commissioner goes 
to those midtown Manhattan restaurants 
where all foe other commissioners had 
-hmdL'be won’t be able to get by oq. 
t5<CTc«-tYWS. 


Home Run Derby 


Home run tally for baseball's 
feeders, Mark McGwire of the St 
Louis Cardinals and Sammy Sosa 
of the Chicago Cubs. 
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Hit a two-run homer Hil a homer vs. 
vs. the Brewers on ihe Brewers on 

Sunday. Wednesday. 
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SPORTS 


Flo- Jo’s Coach Says Initial Autopsy Could Not Determine Cause of Death 


By Jere Longman 

Yotk Times Service 


*NEW YORK — Authorities coaiin- 
Pf rt , 31 lin8 30 autopsy to try to 
determine the cause of death of the 1988 

23555®, s P riot champion, Florence 
onmth-Joyner, who did not wake from 
ner sleep on Monday morning at her 
home m Mission Viejo, California. 

’ ^Hector Rivera, a spokesman for flw 
grange County coroner’s office, said 
that it was not uncommon for an autopsy 
to extend into a second day and mat 
toxicology jests were routinely per- 
ft*rmed in a case of sudden or unknown 
death. The results of the autopsy may 
not be known for several days or several 
weeks, he said. 

I Bob Kersee, who coached Griffith- 
Joyner and was related to her by mar- 
riage, said at a news conference in Los 
Angeles on Tuesday thp» an initial 
autopsy did not determine the amw of 
death and that a more extensive a u to p sy 
fpas being performed. 
r Kersee also backed away from a 


statement issued by a family spokesman 
on Monday that Griffith- Joyner was be- 
lieved to have died from a heart seizure. 
“We have no idea why Florence left 
us,” said Kersee, who is married to the 
track star Jackie Joyner-Kersee, whose 
brother, A1 Joyner, was married to Grif- 
fithr Joyner. 

Griffith- Joyner had suffered a seizure 
two years ago while bn a flight from 
California to St Louis, Kersee said, and 
was taken to Barnes Jewish Hospital in 
St Louis, where she underwent several 
tests. Hie doctors could not find any- 
thing wrong, and Griffith- Joyner was 
released die next day, he said. 

Todd Cooper, a hospital spokesman, 
confirmed that Griffith- Joyner had been 
treated, but added that “her stay here 
was not related to any cardiac event or 
problem.” He said he had no farther 
information about Griffith- Joyner’s 
symptoms or treatment 

Kersee said that Griffith- Joyner had 
suffered from exercise-induced asthma 
anti migraine, headaches, but not from 
heart problems. She reported being a 


“little tired” on Sunday night, he said, 
bat added that “there were no signs 
whatsoever that Florence was ill” He 
called her death & shock. 

Because the autopsy report has not 
yet been issued, and because there is 
only scant public knowledge of the 
medical history of Griffith- Joyner and 
her family, doctors not involved in the 
case cannoned that it was premature to 
draw any conclusions about the cause of 
her death. They stressed that she could 
have had heart disease that had no con- 
nection to her past as an athlete, or that 
she could have died from some other 
cause, such as an aneurysm. 

Doctors also said that rhythmic ab- 
normalities in her heart could have 
caused electrical problems that would 
not be evident upon autopsy. 

‘ ‘Thirty-eight years old is a premature 
death, but die fact that one is an athlete 
doesn’t matca an individual immune 
from all the other ailments that befall 
mankind,” said Dr. Gary Wadler, an 

is an associ^ H pofessor aTthe^New 


York University School of Medicine. 
Sudden death affects 200,000 to 400,000 
Americans each year, according to a 
1994 study published in the Journal of 
the American College of Cardiology. 

Studies of athletes who die of car- 
diovascular reasons during exercise 

letes tend to die from structural prob- 
lems of tixe heart, cardiologists said 
Tuesday. The roost common cause is 
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, a thick- 
ening or enlargement of the heart 
muscle. Older athletes who die dnring 
exercise are more likely to have cor- 
onary artery disease, such as a nar- 
rowing of the arteries, cardiologists 
said. 

At 38, Griffith- Joyner was in the 
middle range between young and old. 
And she died during her sleep, not dur- 
ing exercise. However, the causes of 
sudden death for athletes who are not 
exercising are “not dissimilar” to the 
causes for athletes who die during ex- 
ercise, said Dr. Steven Van Camp, a San 
Diego cardiologist who conducted a 10- 


year study of exercise-related deaths 
among high school and college ath- 
letes. 

“1 would anticipate a structural ab- 
normality would be found in the 
autopsy," Van Camp said of Griffith- 
Joyner. basing his opinion on early re- 
ports that heart problems were suspec- 
ted in her death. 

Dr. Paul Thompson, a cardiologist 
who is president of the American Col- 
lege of Sports Medicine and director of 
preventive cardiology at Hartford Hos- 
pital, said he thought that scarring 
would be found in Griffith- Joyner's 
heart muscle. 

“Tbe question is, where did she get 
it?” he said. “Was it from an old heart 
attack? A burned-out viral infection? 
Sometimes you never settle the ques- 
tion.” 

Because her record-setting perfor- 
mances at 100 and 200 meters were so 
stunning, Griffith - J oyner faced rumors 
and accusations from competitors that 
she had used such performance-enhan- 
cing drugs as steroids and human 


growth hormone. But she did not fail 
any drug tests, she denied using drugs,, 
and there is no evidence that she did. - 

Kersee dismissed such talk Tuesday 
as jealousy on the part of other athletes.- 
“In the sports world, unfortunately, ath- 
letes and organizations play the role of 
tarnishing people." he said. 

Doctors cautioned that there is only 
theoretical evidence, not proof, that 
steroid use can increase the risk of heart 
disease by reducing the so-called good 
cholesterol, and by making an athlete 
more susceptible to plaque buildup and 
clotting in the arteries. In the absence of 
long-term studies, the evidence remains 
anecdotal and the scientific link remains 
tenuous, doctors stressed. 

“I’m not convinced that anabolic 
steroids increase the risk of cardiac dis- 
ease,” Thompson said. The harmful ef- 
fects of steroid use may be accentuated 
more in women than men, he said, but he 
added: “1 think a connection to steroid 
use is impossible to prove. There are 
some theoretical connections, but tbe 
smoking gun is not there.” 



Ton YmmfcaMacnoe nau-ftewo 

TENACITY IN TOKYO — Monica Seles voDeying 
to Naoko Sawamatsu, whom she beat, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 
. Wednesday in the 2d round of the Princess Cup. 
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a Long Way Back, Cycles Near the Lead 


By Samuel Abt 

International Herald Tribune 

PARIS — Larue Arm- 
strong has a new philosophy 
— finish what you start — 
and, he reports happily, it’s 
working like a charm. 

“Armstrong’s the man of 
the year,” says a longtime 
rival, Laurent Jalabert, the 
Frenchman who ranks first 
among the world’s profes- 
sional bicycle racers. After 
Armstrong finished sixth 
among 169 riders in a time 
trial 10 days ago, Jalabert ad- 
ded: “He’s come back from 
so far down that you can’t 
help admir e him- 1 1 

“I’m pleased so far.” Arm- 
strong said on the phone from 
Spain, where, somewhat to his 
surprise, he ranks ninth over- 
allman extremely demanding 
three-week Vnelta a Espana, 


or Tour of Spain. It ends Sun- 
day in Madrid, and he has a 
chance of moving into the top 
five if he gets through two 
difficult days in the mountains 
Thursday and Friday and has 
another strong race against the 
clock Saturday. 

“Fm doing pretty good 
and I feel very good,” he 
said. 

“After two weeks of a big 
tour, I’ve never been top 10 
before, "he added. “Fve nev- 
er been in the front group in 
big climbs, so for me it’s def- 
initely been a success.” 

The Texan, who turned 27 
Friday, has come a long way in 
this comeback season from a 
year away from the sport while 
he was recuperating from 
testicular cancer that spread to 
his lungs and brain. After 
months of chemotherapy late 
in 1996, his cancer is in re- 


mission and be feels fine. 

“I wouldn’t be here if I 
didn’t," he said. His next 
checkup is scheduled in a few 
weeks, probably in Europe 
after his major goal of the sea- 
son, the world championship 
road race in the Netherlands. 

“He's been quite amaz- 
ing,” said Armstrong's dir- 
ecteur sportif with the U.S. 
Postal Service team, Johnny 
Weltz. “He’s better now than 
he was before he got sick. In 
this race, you’ve got most of 
die best clumbers in the world. 
So if you’re up there with 
them after two weeks of ra- 
cing, it’s because you’re 
climbing very well yourself. 
It’s amazing.” 

Armstrong brushed off 
speculation that he had 
planned to use the Vuelta as a 
training race for the world 
championship, dropping out 


after two of the three weeks. 

“1 was always planning on 
doing the foil three weeks,” he 
insisted. “After I came back to 
.Europe in July, that was the 
only goal 1 set for myself: to 
finish every race I entered.” 
He has, too, from a fourth 
place in the Tour of Holland to 
results back in the pack in die 
August one-day classics. 

His new determination can 
be traced to the Paris-Nice 
race in March, where he 
dropped out on die first road 
stage after leading a long 
chase in cold and rainy weath- 
er. While Armstrong has not 
publicly explained his rea- 
sons for withdrawing and 
heading home to Austin, he 
did some soul-searching be- 
fore he returned to Europe in 
June and won the Tour of 
Luxembourg and a minor 
race in Germany. 


Citing the advice of his 
doctors, be did not compete in 
the Tour de France in July but 
continued training in the 
United States, where he won 
tbe Cascade Classic and rode 
a strong support race to help a 
teammate, George Hincapie, 
finish first in the U.S. pro- 
fessional championship. 

“At Paris-Nice, I really felt 
that I left a quitter and 1 didn’t 
like that feeling,” Armstrong 
said from Spain. “So I said to 
myself I can’t put any pres- 
sure on myself to perform, but 
I have to finish. 

Armstrong has already 
signed a contract to race again 
next year for U.S. Postal Ser- 
vice. “I’m comfortable with 
this group,” he said. “It 
doesn’t have a lot of internal 
pressure." Otherwise, he is 
looking ahead only to his hon- 
eymoon, probably in the 


Caribbean late in the fall, 
which was delayed by his race 
schedule after his marriage in 
May. 

His remaining races before 
the season ends late in Oc- 
tober include Paris-Tours, the 
Tour of Lombardy and es- 
pecially the world champion- 
ship in the Netherlands on 
Oct. 11. The course, includ- 
ing 17 climbs of the tiring 
Cauberg hill, is considered to 
be tailored for strong riders. 

“I've heard it's a good 
course for me,” he said, “but 
1 really don't know what’s 
good for me or not. But 1 plan 
to be there and plan to fin- 
ish." 

“I’ve finished two world 
championships,” he noted. 
“One of them I won and the 
other I was seventh. I'm al- 
ways in the thick of it when 1 
finish.” 
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W 8 BI 

camiAL LEAGUE 
Yokohama A QnmkhJ 2 
Yandorill, Hfrwhimo3 
YatatH7,Honshln4 

Mcnc LEAOUE 
KWstsa 4 Nippon Ham 5 
QifK 7, Sdbu 1 
Oriel 3, Latte 1 


ICE HOCKEY 


NHL Preseason 


MOMMY MSum 

St. Levis 4 Da Uos 2 
Colorado 7, Son Jose 3 
Calgary 1. Vancouver 0 

-• : tomaroHnn" 
CaraGna&Detrettd 
Ottawa 3. BuHoloO 
Pmstwigh % PhBodelpWo 2 
DMasZ MashvBteZ Ifc 
Los Angetos & Anaheim 3 
San Jose 2 Edmonton 1 


CYCLING 


Tour of Spain 


Ptaclnge Wednesday to 223 litom—rp3B- 
a8o).1Sh teg ham Loon w O renm onco: 

1. FabtbJoGuldL ttaty. Polft 54.59 m. 39 s. 

2. Peter Vbn Petogcnv BelBhmb TVM.&J. 

3. Morais Zbei(S SWte,Pa5l Swto Teom, aX 
4 Andrei Tdmil Belgium, Lada sJ. 

5. Ludo DiardooMS. BTOgtanv Lotto, s.1. 

4 Serguei SmoksrinA Russia VBoSda it 
7. Angel Edo. Spain, Kehna si 
B. Gtancorio Rohnandt ttaly, Bresdotat sJ. 
9. EbMatfo Angaria Spain, Estepoms sJ. 

10l Dairide Bramatt Italy, Mapei si. 

avERAiL: 1. Abraham Otamv Sp. Ban- 
eda 79 II, 16 4: Z Laurent Jalabert Fr„ 
ONCE, al 22 ss 3. Jose Maria Jimenez, 5p* 
Baneshv at 31 sj 4 Fernando Esanfln, Sjl. 
Kakna, 3TO 5. Airs Zoeto Swltz. Festino. 2:12; 

6. Daniel OavetU Sp« VIlaBdts 217; 7. 
Roberto Haas, Sp. Ketma 2^6; & Alvaro G. 
GakfemtvSp^EDshnBeLlO* 9. Lance Aim- 


strong, UJ5- US Postal Servke, 330(1 0-Oo- 
karCamenzkxt Swflz. Mapet *10. 



Siantrings lor nooidents Cun Mstsh *0 bo 
played Pec. Tt-13 at Royal Motooume Golf 
Crab bt Auerrefia. IIS, player points era 
based on official money samlngstrom start 
ot 1907 season through Tour O ia m pto rt- 
■hip. Tha Inlsmatlonel leeni **m be deter- 
mined by Official World Ranking at eon- 
triuelon of TburChampioniNp, and uriU not 
incknta any player eBgtato lor Europaan Ry- 
der Cup loam. Trip 10 earn positions, and 
•ach captain ariU haw 2 wUd-carri picks. 
UNUED STATES 
T. David Duval A02&874 

2. Tiger Woods &074946 
X PH Micketson 4.73M81 
4 Jim Fuiyk4J24548 

5. Modi DMema 4499^77 

6. Justin Leonard 4 14i458 

7. Davb Low III X835A91 
X Scott Hoch3JS74754 

9. Fted Couples &574JS3 
ia Mark Catoaveodila 3L28&572 

11. LeeJanzenXD1499& 

12. John Coo* Z899JM2 
IX Tom Lehman 2.749 jn 2 
14 Jeff Slumtm 2MSM] 

IX Payne Stewart 2J73.181 

MTERIUn OHM. TEAM 
1 . Enrie Els, South Africa. 948 
X Nick Price, Zimbabwe, 8.90 

3. VI)ey5lngA FIB 7J3 

4 Jumbo OzokL Japtnv 6M 

X Greg Norman, Austro la 456 

6. Steve EWngtaft AusIraBu 497 

7. SlrigeU Maniyama. Japan, 3JS 

8. Stuart ApptabBAishaBft 171 


9. Frank Noblta, New Zealand, 3X4 

I a Mark McNulty. Zimbabwe, XI 7 
11. Frankie Mtnaza. Phllllphine& X1 1 

II Carlos Franca, ParagDy,3.(l2 
11 Cnrig Parry, Aushofia. 2S2 
14 Joe Ozakt Japan, 2J4 

15. Eduardo Roroem, Argentina 258 


SOCCER 


DVTCHFnSTDIVmoN 

PSV Eindhoven I, Feyenoord 2 


TRANSITIONS 


BAMXTBAU 

KAnCMAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

d eh veb— Named Mike D-Antonl coodv 
and John Lucas. MRt* Evans and Loukr 
Dampler assistant coaches. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

CREEK bay— WO hwd TE Anthony McNrv 
ney. 

Jacksonville— W aived de Lamanzer 
WIMama. 

UN FRawqsco 4»ebs— W aived LB Randy 
Neal and DT Angel Rubio. Signed RB Terry 
Kirby and P Reggie Roby. 

W ASH mSTOH— Signed K Cary Btanchart. 
Waived KDavH Akers. 

ctKuoa 

ncaa— B anned Loubvffle meriS basketbal 
team from pastseoiai play nest season rod 
placed the Institution on probation lor 3 
years. 

BEORSU-Amoimced C-F Tawnya Nash 
quB womens basketbofi team lor pereoniri 
reasons. 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 



v International Association 
- of Business Communicators 
nice, October 1-3, Bn 

ed by jp#jF 

information contact 
\C inBeteium 
;2 2) 77? 96 11 
12 2 774 96^ 

« iahr AnrtSglS^COm 
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ART BUCHWALD 


Minting: Strong Stuff 


N EW YORK — Readers 
are warned that this 
column contains strong lan- 
guage and sexual content. 

I am sorry I had to do this, 
but 1 had no choice, as 656 
witnesses have testified 


against me. 

Let's take care of the gifts 
first. I did give Madonna sev- 
eral gifts, 

which she ap- 
preciated very 
much. Then 
when I felt that 
these gifts 

could get me in 
trouble. 1 told 


m 


ly secretary, 
Mildred, get 



myself, but 1 have two dogs 
that are involved in some form 
of it constantly. 2 never con- 
sidered it a sexual act if a male 
nuzxles the female, but legally 
I don’t consider it a crime if a 
female nuzzles the male. 
That’s nothing more than 
horsing around. I once had an 
intern who worked for me — 
ah, why talk about her? 

I want to make it as clear as 
possible: I've done nothing 
tirat any world leader — with 
the exception of Margaret 
Thatcher — wouldn't have 
done. This is a witch hunt, and 
I hope this column is the last 
we’re going to hear about it. 


Buchwald 


them back.’ 

Madonna refused to give 
them back, especially (he 
Black Dog T-shirt bom 
Martha’s Vineyard. 

Readers are warned that 
this part of the column has 
even stronger language and 
has sexual content that could 
destroy someone’s chances of 
getting Social Security. 

1 have been asked many 
times for my definition of a 
sexual act 1 can't speak for 


Finally, 1 do not believe 

§ lagiarism is the same as sex. 

ex is a terrible thing , while 
plagiarism is something we 
all do if we get away wife it. 

Readers are warned that 
this column has not come to 
any conclusions. Each person 
must decide for himself 
whether young interns should 
be allowed to play in the 
White House sandbox while 
the president is in residence. 


Rimbaud Manuscript to Be Sold 

Agencc Francc-Prexst 


P ARIS — The manuscript of Arthur Rimbaud’s "Une 
Saison en Enfer,” which had been thought lost, will be 
auctioned off in November, the newspaper Le Figaro reported 
Wednesday. 

The paper said that the original of the poem, completed in 
1873, had sat on a collector's bookshelf since 1950. The 
collector, Jacques Guerin, said he had come across the 
manuscript in a London bookshop in 1938. * ‘It was just sheets 
of paper, dirty, tom, worm-eaten,” he said, and he had been 
unable to afford die "exorbitant” price demanded. Thai, in 
1950. he acquired the "treasure” from another dealer. Since 
then, it had never moved from his library and it had been 
shown to no one, he said. 

Rimbaud, an enfant terrible of French literature, was thought 
to have given' up writing poetry after "Une SaisonenEnfer” 
(A Season in Hell), a confessional work in which he renounced 
his past life. 

Ten other Rimbaud manuscripts that were in Guerin's 
possession will also be auctioned. 


Dark Balkan Comedy and Black-Sheep Directors 


-■■Si] 


By Joan Dupont 

latmatotwl Herald Tribwte 


T ORONTO — They still call their country Yugoslavia, 
and make dark comedies about Belgrade, their city. 
Goran Paskaijevic’s ' 'The Powder Keg ” andSrdjan Drago- 
jevic’s "The Wounds,” set macxiiintiy inniiiis,bothfbcus 
on the internal decay that festere in the Serbian capital. 

The directors are years apart and from different schools of 
filmmaking: Paskaljevic has made 15 films and is known as 
a master, Dragojevic burst on the scene in 1996 with "Pretty 
Village. Pretty Flames,” an incendiary antiwar movie. 
Viewed with suspicion by the regime, they turn up at 
festivals, urban guerrillas on the run. 

*Tm in clear opposition to the regime, and to the op- 
position too,” said Paskaljevic, 51, who lives in Paris and 
films in Belgrade. "Five years of embargo didn’t touch the 
power elite, but it hurt die people — we need to open to the 
world; instead we’re shut off. I thought it was time to tell the 
story from the Serbian side.” 

"The Powder Keg” received a standing ovation at the 
Venice film festival, where it won the International Critics 
Prize; at the Toronto festival, the film evoked fervent 


the former Yugoslavia. But at home Paskaljevic is 
known as the regime's black sheep and, mysteriously, 
government fending never came through. 

Dragqjevic’s "The Wounds” — which he compares to 
Stanley Kubrick’s "A Clockwork Orange” as a simila r 
treatment of delinquents out of control — has suffered 
similar treatment: The movie outstripped "Titanic” in 




it n , ; 
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Goran Paskaljevic, left, and Srdjan Dragojevic have ;■ 
made films that aim to depict the decay of Belgrade. 



said Dragojevic, who is 36. "I'm a little depressed, and 
>fe 


thinking of emigrating. I finished a period of my life.” 
Paskaljevic adapted "The Powder Keg” from a play by 


the Macedonian playwright Dejan DukovskL The movie, a 


n piaywngn 

mosaic vision of Belgrade today and a devastating critique, 


involves louche and pathetic characters who meet by right 
— refugees from Bosnia-Heizegovtna, cab drivers, smug- 
glers, budding delinquents. "They are caught up in a spiral 
of Balkan madness,” Paskaljevic said, "but they haven’t 
lost their sense of humor.” 

The director shot the whole film at mght during nine weeks, 
"because I think that night has fallen on my country.'’ 

"When you make fum in Yugoslavia, state TV always 
provides IS percent of the budget- But suddenly, the money 
didn't come through; nobody explained and I’ll never know 
why. Without [the French pay-television channel] Canal 
Plus and my French producer, we didn’t have a movie.” 

The director's mother is Serbian, his father half-Greek, 
from Thessaloniki "The film will open the Thessaloniki 
festival this fall, and it will be the first Serbian movie released 
in Sarajevo. It’s a Balkan movie, a Balkan cabaret.” 

Paskaljevic, married now to a French women, in his third 
marriage, and with children in Belgrade from a former 
marriage, moves back and forth. “I demonstrated on fee 


streets for justice and tolerance, but there’s been nothing but 
more corruption. I blame my generation; we're all guilty. In 
our macho society, children suffer and women suffer. If 
women said no to war, there would be no war. Men have 
more vanity — that’s how the war started.” 

He does not have a good relationship with Emir Kus~ 
turica, the prize-winning Bosnian director who also lives in 
Paris. “We don’t like each other. He’s more baroque in his 
style, but he’s honest in what he’s doing. 1 don’t care about 
competing because filmmaking is not a sport” 

Luco Kus turica, Paskaljevic attended Prague’s FAMU film 
schooL ‘ Tve stayed faithful to what I’ve always done — neo- 
realism, filming simple people. The first film that touched me 
was The Bicycle Thief, arm even though The Powder Keg’ 
has a complicated structure, I stay close to the faces.” 

The Taviani brothers, the Italian directors, w© 


“They didn’t ban the movie, but they interfere d wife ? 
promotion. We tried to combat them by organizing pram- ; 
eres in the provinces, creating events. And the movie vnlL- 
have ano ther life on black market video." But he knows thar^ 


his real troubles have just began and that he may never be 
r film in Yugoslavia. 


able to make another film in Y ugoslavia. 

"The Wounds” is based on a true story about two tear, 
criminals who started as friends and turned cm each-other. ^ 
One boy shoots the other four tunes and his victim survives^ 
for a terrible moment of reckoning. "He gets to shoot h**> 
friend, back and make four identical wounds. This is a story ; 
about a war away from the front lines, about, the- new* 


were at 


X UC 1 HV 1H1I1 raUUOGLb, UK UMi aU UWWrtUlJ, u 

Toronto, and after the screening, Paolo Taviani addressed fee 
from the audience Paslcaljevic said. "He said. * Yonr 


(Erector from the audience. Paskaljevic said, "He said, ‘Your 
film is fell of violence, humor ana pain, but through this pain 
; to humanity. The movie made me " 


the 


rbians much mare than any newspaper article.’ ” 
Paskaljevic thinks Dragojevic’s "The Wounds’ ' is a cow- 

Amin dm * •wmJa a ■trni-nml film A liumr 


ageous film. 41 ‘He made a personal film, a very political film, 
nearly a pamphlet; he’s very talented He’s been accused of 
betraying the Serbians; others say he made an apologia — 
when you touch a theme that’s so hot. you get burned.” 

Dragojevic’s films have always performed well at home 
— “Pretty Village, Pretty Flames” sold 700,000 tickets — 
and be was surprised by the sudden ban on TV advertising. 


Before film, Dragojevic studied psychology, practiced as a;3 
transactional analyst, and published three bodes of poeiry: d 
"In ‘The Wounds,’ I use my experience as a psychotherapist; 
to throw the spectator off balance, to make him uncom-T 
testable; One minute, you laugh, the next you're ashamed.” 

He chafes at being hemmed in by the regime and feels 
misunderstood abroad. He says that Venice rejected both 
"Pretty Village" and “The Wounds. 'They think my 


films are pro-fascist. We live in a ghetto: We get no funding, 
from the European Community, we count on foreign support 
and investors like Studio Canal Plus. I know my movies 
don’t look like mainstream European movies,” he added. 


“but I can only make my own kind of films — I have to use 
humor, innovate, shock.” 



PEOPLE 


T HE curtain went up this week on an 
off-Broadway play about a gay 
Ghostlike figure that, has mfiwiaiwl re- 
ligious groups. Several members of (he 
Franciscan Friars of the Renewal — who 
ware gray robes and sandals, some car- 
rying crosses — held a prayer vigil out- 
side the Manhattan Theater Qub as Ter- 
rence McNally’s "Carpus Christi” 
debated to a full house. About 100 people 
protested, with some carrying placards 
saying “Why Mock Jesus Christ?” and 
"Don’t Support Blasphemy.” A spokes- 
man for the play renised to discuss the. 
script, saying McNally preferred to let 
“Corpus Chnsti" speak for itself. 


“overboard” in a recent interview wife 
Premiere magazine by saying Manila 
“smelled of cockroaches, with rats all 
over and that there is no sewerage sys- 
tem and the people do not have anything 
— no aims, no legs, no eyes.” 


□ 


Jim Carrey suffered a minor neck 
injury white firming his movie about the 
life of the late comedian Andy Kauf- 
man. Carrey and the professional wrest- 


ler Jerry Lawler were filming the last 
scene of the movie in Los Angeles, 
when, as part of the script, the comedian 
spit at the wrestler, according to Eric 
Gold, Carrey’s manager. Lawler then 
allegedly attacked. “Jim was immersed 
in the role as Andy, played it as Andy 
would have,” Gold said. Carrey was 
treated at a hospital and released. 


□ 


A Loudon-based television producer 


is suing the model and actress Cindy 
Crawford, claiming be has at least par- 
tial rights to "Sex. With Cindy Craw- 
ford,” an ABC special. The program 
was a discussion of American sexual 
attitudes, habits and knowledge. Hie 
producer, Peter Stuart, says Crawford 
breached joint- venture agreement she 
had with him and his Rapido Television 
company when she contracted with 
ABC to do the show without Stuart. 


Q 


□ 


fag lawUnfAypo; Fu nc t Piuet 

STAGE AND SCREEN — Tom Cruise and his wife, die actress Nicole 
Kidman, leaving the Donmar Warehouse theater in London, where 
Kidman made her stage debut in David Hare's "The Blue Room.” 


Manila is considering aban on movies 
featuring Claire Danes because of re- 
marks she made about the city to U.S. 
magazines. Kim Atienza, a city coun- 
cilor and son of Manila's mayor, said 
councilors bad dismissed comments she 
made in Vogue magazine in April de- 
scribing Manila as a “ghastly ana weird 
city" as “mere irresponsible statements 
of youth. ” Bur he said the actress went 


Charles Ps Shirt Is Deemed an Impostor 

Agence France-Pressc 

L ONDON — The Shirt that was supposedly worn by Charles I of England to 
keep him warm as he awaited death on the scaffold 350 years ago is no 
longer thought to be authentic. 

Experts at the costume department of the Victoria Sc Albert Museum 
examined the shirt, a prized exhibit at Windsor Castle, and told The Daily 
Telegraph on Wednesday that the garment was in feet a women's nightgown. 

The experts made their discovery eight years ago, when they were called in 
to authenticate the exhibit, but the curators of fee Royal Collection decided to 
keep rt a secreL Queen Elizabeth II, who is said to enjoy showing guests the shirt 
after dinner, had not been told about fee experts' determination. 


The Duchess of York led a small 
grotto of mourners at a private burial 
service in Argentina for her mother, 
Susan Ban-antes, who died in a week- 
end car crash. The rites were conducted at 
El Pucara, fee country estate where Bar- 
rantes was buried alongside her husband, 
not fer from the grounds where they once 
raised polo ponies. “There were literally 
about 20 people there, just family antL 
very close friends. The service was coop 
ducted by the local priest,’’ the duchess's 
spokeswoman said. She said a memorial 
service would be held on Thursday even- 
ing or Friday morning in Buenos Aires. . 



and use AT&T Direct” Service. 


j kick off your shoes ) 


With the wort* most powerful network, you get tec clear reliable connections fen anywhere; Plus you* always haw the option of an operator who 
All it takes is your AT&T Calling Card or credit card and you're well on your way. Without a care in the world. ^ 


speaks your language. 


Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide: 

1 . jiot dial die AT&T Access Number for die country 
you are caffing from. 

2. Dial the phone number you ’re caEng. 

3 . Dal your card number. 


AT&TAcccm Numbers 



AacHao. 

Bdgfum*. 


-QZ24034II 


Cm* RcpubBc* — 0042400-101 

. .- ..SlMMt 

04004*4011 

SiwWny— ..OIW4OI0 


IrnbndX 


.00400-1311 


Saudi AnUiO. 


.1480 g0 100 


.1400-10 




.14004444449 
.172.10(1 


ft. I 

•WWW • 


-4004940.11 

-00-7*411 


.0000494011 


80004224(11 United Kkjjdom * + 0SW494O1 1 

75S-5W1 United tOagdom *+ 050049401 1 





For access numbers not feted above, ask any operator fer AIWT Direct Sorvf«,or vMc ourVKsbsta* 

www.mtt.com/traveter 


* It’s all within 


your reach 


Cndk cud ofctg "dfctt W moUSSq/L Pkynwnt tarn subject to jwr Wd agn 


l Bold, faced coonuriai pent* CMncrT^o-covtxry 




cm cal cha US. from 


/. 


Tu 



t 



Voice 

fo?'r" V° 

But l **'• * 




¥',: i .lla„ fe* 

nJnrz 1 U 


Sejort 


t t M‘« 


l NlT'r 1 


00 s . • 

mu -I!' 1 : 


*.-*4 
... :j\-t .-i* 
. U, Ik 

aiH 


hJ - . i 

: 

GrfS* 


**■*■■• . 
Tir-5 V 
7SN - 


.. . i 

i i" .!u 111 

: *t .»• A1»J 

• . • r# 


le**' ' 
•iV 

rtS-t' 1 ' 

Ofet 

‘ 

feU-' 

Stflhk •••' 
fiirii-- • ■ 
HCX 

MDlJ-"' ' 

Air- - 


• ii Vtt 

: 'hot * 


i. f * Vf' 

: ?-y .-it* 

. ■■•} M k 

.•:*.*} h»**> 


!tSi» 

f>v«n 

;.r-- rati 


rtfif'.:- • 
■iOKlu-.-' - . ^ ’ 

’ lev. 

re w* 


N- 


tote - •••■'. .. 

-W- ■ • 

bb ■ . 
Me-'.': - 

tmltu- 

hr.i ' ■. ■ 


--.i 

i .'iiwn 

nr ,lw 

-v-: tfrar* 

j'-wi dtei 


■ 11 ■'■■*** { 


!EA.V. 

Ta«r.. 


I'll! 

: t .'utod 






Vi IK1 \iY.f»|l i 


eutapt\ 

Ousted Deputy 

Olasti Mahathir 



orruption 


8} Tuo;..., , j 


*** Ip-.vj • 

ndn. ■ 
SiC',.!;;- 


i s *4sh Sl - .. . 


,V 

* i \, r . : v 




^ 4 <-ty . 


ffc;.' 




ju lWI* ,, • 

; ■' 






C.- f|S 


'H, ' 

"i;,. 


V 


'Ml 


* 

“tjl. 


* ). ■» 


i'-vt, 


• ..l- 

• -«• IV 







